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[ Written by hs Author thereof, and dedicated to 4 
thoſe whom GOD hath counted him worthy to, 
beget to Faith, by his 1 in the Mord. 


HILDREN, grace be wich you. _ 
I being taken from you in preſence, and, 
fo tied up that I cannot perform that duty, 1 
*R that from Gen doth lie upon me to you ward, 
* for your farther edifying and building up in faith 
| and holineſs, , &c. yet, that you may ſee my foul .þ 
bath fatherly care and deſire after your ſpiritual. ; 
and everlaſting. welfare, I now once again, ag x 
elgre from the top of Shemir and Hermon, oy | 
j now for the Lion's Den, and from the mountain | | 
| ef the. Leapards, (Song iv. 8.) do look yet after a We 
you all, greatly longing to ſee your lafe arriv 
into THE Deſired Hauen. | 
ö _ _ God upon-every 8 7 | 
| you; and rejoice, even while [| ſtick between 
45 ER the teeth of vi tans in the wilderneſs, that the 
1 | grace and mercy, and knowledge of CHRIST 
; 506 Cadbiour, which Gop hath beſtowed upon "/ 
u W ab ündenee of faith and love; r 
— and thirſtings after farther acquain- 
tance with the. Father, in the Son, your tender- 
neſs of heart, your | traubling at fin, your ſober 


and holy 3 alſo, be re both Gop ani 
Men, 
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v glory and jog, 1 Theſſ. ii. 20. 


KDE F ACH- | 
men, is a great refreſhment to me; for go are 


£ 


I have ſent you here incloſed, à drop of that 


l-oney that I bave taken out of the carcaſe f 
lion, Judg. xiv: 5, 6, 7, 8. I have eaten 


thereof myſelf, and am much refreſhed there- 
by. (Temptations, when we meet them at 


firſt, ate as the lion that roared upon Sampſong 


but if we overcome. them, the next time we 


ſee them, we ſhall; find a neſt of honey within 


them.) The Ph:/;/tines underſtood me not. 
It is ſomething of a relation of the work of 
Go upon my ſoul, even from the very firſt, 
till now, wherein you may perceive my caſt- 


ings down, and rings up; for he woundeth, 


and his hauds make whole. It is written in 
the. Scripture, Iſaiah xxxviii. 19, The father 
to the children ſhall make known the truth of God, 
Yea, it was for this reaſon I lay ſo long at 
Fendi. Lev. iv. 10, Ir, to ſee, the fire, and 
the cloud? and the darkneſs, that migbt fear 


the Lord all the days of my liſe upon earth, and 
tell ＋ his wondrous works to m children, Pſal. 


Ixxviii. 3, 45 55. 


Aliſes, Numb. xxxiii. I, 2, Writ of the 
Journeyings of the children of lſrael, from 
Agypt to the land of Canaan; and commanded 


alto, T hat they did remember their forty years 
travel in the wilderneſs. Thou ſhalt remember 
a! the ways which the Lord thy God leads thee 
refe forty years in the <wiiderneſs, to humble 
thee, and to prove thee, and to know what 
vas in thine heart, whether thou wouldeſ# heed 
his commandments or no, Deuter. viii. 2, 3. 
I herefore this I have endeavoured to do; and 
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not only ſo, but to publiſh it alſo; that, if 
Gop will, others may be put in remembrance 
of what he hath done for their ſouls, by read- 
ing his work upon me. | 


It is profitable for Chriſtians to be often 
calling to mind the very beginnings of grace 
with their fouls. It is a night to be _ ob=. 
erved to the Lord, for bringing them out of the 
land of Egypt. This is that night of the Lord 
zo be obſerved of all the children of Iſrael, in 
 thetr generation, Exod. xii. 42. Hy God, 
ſaith David, Pfal. xliii. 6, my ſoul is caſt down 
within me; but I twill remember thee, from the 
land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from 
the hill Mizar. He remembered alſo the lion 
and the bear, when he went to fight with the 
giant of Gath, 1 Sam. xvii. 36, 37. 


It was Paul's accuſtomed manner, Ads xxii. 
and that when tried for his Life, Acts xxiv. 
even to open before his judges the manner of 
his converſion: He would think of that day, 
and that hour, in which he did firſt meet with 
grace; for he found it ſupported him. When 
Gop had brought the children of IJſrael out of 
the Red Sea, far into the wildernels, yet they 
muſt turn quite about thither again, to re- 

member the drowning of their enemies there, 
Numb. xiv. 25; for though they ſang his 
praiſe before, yet they ſoon forgot his works, 
Pal, cxvi 11, 12. | 


In this diſcourſe of mine, you may ſee 
much; much I ſay, of the grace of Gop to- 
wards me: I thank Gop, I can count it much, 
for it was above my fins and Satan's temptations 


PR EFA UM 


too. I can remember my fears and doubts, 


and ſad months, with comfort; they are as 


_ 


the head of Goliab in my hand. There was 
nothing to David like Goliab's ſword, even 


that ſword that ſhould have been ſheathed in 


his bowels ; for the very ſight and remembrance 
of that did preach forth God's deliverance 
to him. Oh! the remembrance of my great 


ſins, of my great temptations, and of my 


great fear of periſhing for ever! They bring 
afreſh into my mind the remembrance of my 


great help, my great ſupports from Heaven, 


and the great grace that Gop extended to ſuch 
a wretch as I. | | 


My dear children, call to mind the former 
days, and years of ancient times: Remember, 
allo, your ſongs in the night, and commune 
with your own heart, Pſal, Ixxili. 5, ( 7, 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, Yea, look diligently, and 
leave no corner therein unſearched, for that 
treaſure hid, even the treaſure of your firft and 
ſecond experience of the grace of God towards 

ou. Remember, I ſay, the word that firſt 

aid hold upon you: Remember your terrcrs 
of conſcience, and fear of Death and Hell: 
Remember, alſo, your tears and prayers to 
Gop; yea, how you fighed under every hedge 
of mercy. Have you never an hill Mizar to 
remember? Have you forgot the cloſe, the 
milk-houſe, the ſtable, the barn, and the like, 
where Gop did viſit your ſouls? Remember alſo, 
the word, the word, I ſay, upon which the Lord 
hath cauſed you to hope: If you have ſinned 
againſt light, if you are tempted to blaſpheme, 
if you are drowned in deſpair, if you think Gon 
A 3 fights 
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nghts againſt you, or if Heaven is hid from 
your eyes, remember it was thus with your 
father; but out of them all the Lord delivered me. 


J could have enlarged much in this my diſ- 
courſe, of my temptations and troubles for 
{in ; as alſo of the merciful kindneſs and work- 
ing of Gop with my ſoul; I could alſo have 
ſtepped into a ſtile much higher than this, in 
which I have here diſcourſed, and could have 
adorned all things more than here | bave ſeemed 
to do; but I dare not: Gor did not play in 
tempting of me; neither did I play, when I ſunk 
as into a bottomleſs pit, when the pangs of Heli 
caught hold upon me; wherefore J may not play 
in relating of them, but be plain and ple, and 
lay down the thing as it was. He that liketh 
it, let him receive it; and he that doeth not, let | 
him produce a better, | Farezwel, 


Ay dear Children, 


The mill and honey is beyond this wilderneſs, 
Gow be merciful to you, and grant that you 
be not ſlothful to go in to poſſeſs the land. 


JOHN BUNY AN 
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A Brief RELATION of the exceeding Mercy 74 
of GOD in CHRIST, to his poor Servant, LM 
JohN Bunyan. . { il 
N this my relation of the merciful working. of 1 


niſied before the ſons of men. 


— — 
— 
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To THE 


God, upon my ſoul, it will not be amiſs, if, 
in the firſt place, I do, in a few words, give you 


an hint of my pedigree and manner of bre i 
up; that thereby the goodneſs and bounty of Go | 


towards me may be the more advanced and mage. 


2. For my deſcent then, it was, as is well known 
by many, of a low and inconſiderable generation; 
my father's houſe being of that rank that is meanet 
and moſt deſpiied of all the families of the land. 
Wherefore 1 have not here, as others, to boaſt of 
noble blood, and of any high-born ſtate, according 
to the fleſh; though, all things confidered, I'mag- | 
nify the heavenly majeſty, for that by this door he. 
brought me into the world, to partake of the grace 
and lite that is in Chriſt by the Gofpel, 

3. But notwithſtanding the meanneſs and incor 
ſiderableneſs of my parents, 1t pleaſed God to pot 
it into their hearts, to put me to ſchool, to learn 
me both to, read and write; the which I alis 
attained, according to the rate of other poor men's 
children; though, to my ſhame, I confeſs I did 
ſcon loſe that 1 had ledrned, even almoſt utterly, 
and that long before the Lord did work his gracious 
work of converſion upon my ſoul. | 8 
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s GRACE MRoUNDING ro 
4. As for my own natural life, for the time that 
J was without God- in the world, it was indeed 


according to the courſe. of this world, and the ſpirit 
that now worketh in the children of diſobedience, 


Eph. ii. 2, 3. It was my delight to be taken captive 
dy the Devil at his will, 2 77. ii 26, being filled 
with all unrighteouſneſs: The which did alſo ſo 
ſtrongly work, both in my heart and life, that 1 had 
Þut few equals, both for curſing, ſwearing, lying 
and blaſpheming the holy name of God. | 

5. Yea, ſo ſettled and rooted was J in theſe things, 
that they became as a ſecond nature to me; © 


which, as I have alſo with ſoberneſs conſidered ſince, 


did ſo offend the Lord, that even in my childhood 
he did ſcare and terrify me with fearful dreams 
and viſions: For often, after 1 had ſpent this and 
the other day in fin, I have been greatly afflicted, 
while aſleep, with the apprehenſions of devils and 
wicked ſpirits, who as Ithen thought, laboured to draw 
me away with them, of which I could never be rid. 

6. Alſo I ſhould, at theſe years, be greatly truubled 


with the thoughts of the fearful torments of Hell- fire; 


ſtill fearing that it would be my lot to be found at laſt 
among thoſe devils and helliſh fiends, who are there 
bound down with the chains and bonds of darkneſs 
unto the judgment of the Great Day. | 

7. Theſe things I ſay, when I was but a child, 
but nine or ten yeays old, did ſo diſtreſs my ſou), 
that then, in the midſt of my many ſports and 


childiſh vanities, amidſt my vain companions, I 


was often much caſt down, and afflicted in my mind 
therewith, yet could I not let go my fins: Vea, I 
was alſo then ſo overcome with deſpair of life and 
Heaven, that I ſhould often wiſh, either that there 
had been no Hell, or that 1 had been a Devil, ſup- 


poſing they were only tormentors ; that if it muſt 


needs be that I went thither, I might be rather a 
tormentor, than be tormented myſelf. 3 
8. A while after theſe terrible dreams did leave 


me, which alſo I ſoon forgot; for my pleaſures did 


quickly 
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uickly cut off the remembrance of them, as if 
they had never been: Wherefore with more gree- 
dineſs, according to the ſtrength of nature, I did 
ſtill let looſe the reins of my luſt, and delighted in 


all tranſgreſſions againſt the Law of God: So that 
until I came to the ſtate of marriage, I was the very 


ringleader in all manner of vice and ungodlineſs, 


9. Yea, ſuch prevalency had the luſts of the fleſn 


- on my poor ſoul, that had not a miracle of "oy ws/ 


grace prevented, I had not only periſhed by the/ 


ſtroke of eternal juſtice, but alſo laid myſelf open 


to the ſtroke of thoſe laws which bring ſome to diſ- 
grace and ſhame before the face of the world. 
10. In theſe days the thoughts of religion were 


very grievous to me; I could neither endure ir 
myſelf, nor that any other ſhould ; ſo that when 


I have ſeen ſome read in thoſe books that con- 


cerned Chriſtian piety, it would be as it were a 


priſon to me. Then I ſaid unto God, Depart from 
me, for ] defire not the knowledge of thy ways, Joh 
xx. I4, 15, I was now void of all good conſidera- 
tion, Heaven and Hell were both out of fight and 
mind; and as for ſaving and damning, they were 
leaſt in my thoughts. O Lord thou knoweſt my lifes 
and my ways are not hid from thee, © 

11. But this I well remember, that though L 


could myſelf fin with the greateſt delight and eaſe, 


yet, even then, if I had at any time ſeen wicked. 
things, by thoſe who profeſſed goodneſs, it would 
make my ſpirit tremble, As once, above all the 
reſt, when I was in the height of vanity, yet hear- 


ing one to ſwear that was r:ckoned for a religious 


man, it had ſo great a ſtroke upon my ſpirit, that 

it made my heart ache. | 
12. But God did not utterly leave me, but fol- 
lowed me ſtill, not with convictions, but judg- 
ments, mixed with mercy. For once [ fell into a 
creek of the ſea, and hardly eſcaped drowning. 
Another time I fell out of a boat into Bedford River, 
but mercy yet preſerved me: Beſides, another time, 
1 1 being 


40 GRACE ABOUNDING Oo 
-beiny in the field, with my companions, it chanced 


reform my vicious life, and fall in very eagerly with 


that an adder paſſed over the highway, ſo I having 
a "ſtick, ſtruck. her over the back; and having 
Kanned her, I forced open her mouth with my flick, 
and plucked her ſting out with my fingers; by which 


act, had not God been merciful to me, I might, by my 


deſperateneſs, have brought myſelf to my end. 

13. This alſo J have taken notice of with thankſ- 
Siving: When I was a ſoldier, I, with others, 
were drawn out to go to ſuch a place to beſiege it; 
but when I. was juſt ready to go, one of the com- 
pany defired to go in my room; to which, when 
I had conſented, he took my place, and coming to 


he ſiege, as he ſtood centinel, he was ſhot into the 


head with a muſket- bullet, and died. 
14. Here, as I ſaid, were judgments and mercy, 
but neither of them did awaken my ſoul to righte- 


ouſneſs; wherefore 1 ſinned ſtill, and grew more 
and more rebellious againſt God, and careleſs of 


my own ſalvation. : 

- T5. Preſently after this, I changed my condition 
into a married ſtate, and my mercy was to light 
upon a wife whoſe father was counted godly: This 
woman and IJ, though we came together as poor 
as poor might be, (ndt having ſo much houſhold ſtuff 
as a diſh or ſpoon betwixt us both) yet this ſhe had 
for her part, 7he plain Man's Path-way to Heaven; 
and Lie Practice of Piety; which her father had left 
her when he died. In theſe two books 1 iometimes 
read, wherein 1 found ſome things that were 1ome- 
what pleaſing to me; (but all this whue I met with 


no conviction.) She alſo often would tell me what a 


godly man her father was, and how he would re- 
prove and correct vice, both in his houſe, and 
among his neighbours; and what a tirict and holy 
life he lived in his days, both in word and deed. 

16. Wherefore theſe books, though they did not 


reach my heart, to awaken it about my fad and ſinful 


ſtate, yet they did beget within me ſome detires to 


the 
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the religion of the times; to wit, to go to church 


I ſhould: At laſt I aſked my father of it; who told 


ſpirit, as to the nope of that, and io remained. 


not the way to the city 4 | 2 Eccieſ. x. 15. 
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twice a day ; and there very devoutly both ſay and 


ſing, as others did yet retaining my wicked life; 
but withal was ſo over run with the ſpirit of fu- 


perſtition, that I adored, and that with great . 


devotion, even all things (both the high - place, { 
re clerk, veſtment, ſervice, and what elle) 5 
elonging to the church; counting all things 

holy that were therein contained, and eſpecially 
the prieſt and clerk moſt happy, and without doubt, iq 
greatly bleſſed, becauſe they were the ſervants, as | 
then thought of God, and were principal in the 3 
holy temple, to do his work therein. 

17. This conceit grew ſo ſtrong upon my ſpiritt. 
that had I but ſeen a prieſt (though never ſo fordid | | 
and debauched in his life) 1 ſhould find my ſpirit ＋ 
fall under him, reverence him, and knit unto him; 
yea, I thought, for the love I did bear unto them, 
(ſuppoſing they were the miniſters of God) I could $3 
have laid down at their feet, and have been trampled 


upon by them; their name, their garb, and work, 


did ſo intoxicate and bewitch me. 

18. After | had been thus for ſome conſiderable 
time, another thought came in my mind; and that 
was, Whether we were of the Jyraelites, or no? 
For finding in the Scripture that they were once the | 
peculiar people of God, thought Lf I were one of | |} 
this race, my ſoul muſt needs be happy. Now 
again, I found within me a great longing to be [ 
reſolved about chis queſtion, but could not tell now | 4 


me, No, we were not. Wnerefore then 1 fell in my 


19. But all this while, I was not ſenhvle of the 
danger and evil of ſin; I was kept from conſidering 
that fin would damn me, what religion ſoever 1 . 
followed, unleſs I was found in Chriſt: Nay, I never 
thought whether there was tuch a one, or no. Lhus | 
man, while blind, dota wander, tor he Knoweth 


But 
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20. But one day (amongſt all the ſermons our 
Parſon made) his ſubje& was to treat of the ſabbath- 
day, and of the evil of breaking that, either with 
labour, ſports, or otherwiſe ; wherefore I fell in 
my conſcience under his ſermon, thinking and be- 
heving that he made that ſermon on purpoſe to ſhew | 
me my evi] doing. And at that time 1 felt what 
ene was, though never before, that I can remem- 

r; but then I was for the preſent greatly loaded 


therewith, and ſo went home, when the ſermon 
was ended, with a great burden upon my ſpirit. 


21. This, for that inftant, did imbitter my for- 
mer pleaſures to me; but hold, it laſted not, for 
before I had well dincd, the trouble began to go off 
my mind, and my heart returned to its old courſe ; 
But oh! how glad was I, that this trouble was 
gone from me, and that the fire was put out, that I 
might fin again without controul! Wherefore, when 
I had fatisfied nature with my food, I ſhook the 
ſermon out of my mind, and to my old cuſtom of 
ſports and gaming I returned with great delight. 
22. But the ſame day, as I was in the midſt of a 
game of Cat, and having ſtruck it one blow from 
the hole, juſt as I was about to ſtrike it the ſecond 
time, a voice did ſudpenly dart from Heaven into 
my ſoul, which ſaid, Flt thou leave thy /ins and go 
to Heaven, or have thy fins and go to Hell! At this I 
was put to an exceeding maze ; wherefore leaving 
my cat upon the ground, I looked up to Heaven, 
and was, as if I had, with the eyes of my under- 
fonding, ſeen the Lord Jeſus look down upon me, 
as being very hotly diſpleaſed with me, and as if he 
did ſeverely threaten me with ſon:c grievous puniſh- 
ment for thoſe and other ungodly practices. 
23. | had no ſooner thus conceived in my mind, 
but ſuddenly this concluſion faſtened on my ſpirit, 


(or the former hint did ſet my fins again before 
my face) that I had been a great and grievous ſinner, 
and that it was now too late for me to look after 


Heaven; for Chriſt would not forgive me, nor pardon 
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my tranſgreſſions. Then while I was thinking of 
it, and fearing leſt it ſhould be ſo, I felt my heart 
fink in deſpair, concluding it was too late; and 
therefore I reſolved in my mind to go on in fin : 
For, thought I, if the caſe be thus, my ſlate is 
ſurely miſerable; miſerable if I leave my ſins, and 
but miſerable if I follow them: I can but be 
darfined ; and if I muſt be ſo, I hid as good be 
damned for many fins, as be damned for few. 

24. Thus I ftood in the midit of my play, be- 
fore all that then were preſent ; but yet | told them 
nothing: But, I ſay, having made this concluſion, 
I returned deſperately to my | Fig again; and Iwell 
remember, that preſently this kind of deſpair did le 
poſſeſs my ſoul, that I was perſuaded I covld never 
attain to other comfort than what I ſhould get in fin; 
for Heaven was gone already, ſo that on that I muſt 
not think: Wherefore I found within me great 
deſire to take my fill of fin, that I might taſte the 


| ſweetneſs of it; and I made as much haſte as I 


could to fill my belly with its delicates, left I ſhould 


die before 1 had my delires; for that I feared 


reatly. In theſe things, I proteſt before God, 
4 lye not, neither do I frame this ſort of ſpeech ; 
theſe were really, ſtrongly, and with all my heart, 


my deſires: The good Lord, whoſe mercy is 


unſearchable, forgive my tranſgreſſions. | 

25. And I am very confident, that this temp- 
tation of the Devil is more uſual among poor crea- 
tures than many are awareof ; yet they continually 


have a ſecret concluſion within them, that there are 


no hopes for them; for they have loved ins, therefore 


after them they will go, Jer. ii. 25, and xvii. 12. 


26. Now therefore | went on in fin, ſtill grudg- 
ing that I could not be ſatisfied with it as I would. 
This did continue with me about a month, or more; 
but one day, as I was ſtanding t a neighbour's 
ſhop-window, and there curling and ſwearing after 
my wonted manner, there ſat within the woman of 
the houſe, who heard me; and though ſhe was a 

| very 
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very looſe and ungodly wretch, yet proteſted that 
J ſwore and curſed at that moſt fearful rate, that 
ſhe was made to tremble to hear me; and told me 
farther, That I was the ungodheſt fellow for 
ſwearing, that ſhe ever heard 1n all her life; an 
that I, by thus doing, was able to ſpoil all the youth in 
the whole town, if they came but in my company. 
27. At this reproof I was ſilenced, and put to 
ſecret ſhame; and that too, as I thought, before 
the God of Heaven ; wherefore, while I ſtood there, 
hanging down my head, I wiſhed that I might be 
a little child again, that my father might learn me 
to ſpeak without this wicked way of ſwearing ; for, 
thought I, I am ſo accuſtomed to it, that it is in vain 
to think of a reformation, for that could never be. 
28. But how it came to paſs I know not, I did 
from this time forward ſo leave my ſwearing, that 
it was a great wonder to myſelf to obſerve it; and 
whereas before I knew not how to ſpeak unleſs I pur 
an oath before, and another behind, to make my 


words have authority; now I could, without it, 
ſpeak better, and with more pleaſantneſs than ever 


could before. All this while I knew not Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, neither did leave my ſports and plays. 


29. But quickly after this, I fell into company 


. with one poor man that made profeſſion of religion; 


who as | then thought, did talk pleaſantly of the 
Scriptures, and of Religion; wherefore liking 
what he faid, I betook me to my Bible, and began to 
take great pleaſure in reading, eſpecially wich the 


hiſtorical part thereof; for as for Paul's Epiſtles, 


and ſuch like Scrip.ures, I could not away with 
them, being as yet ignorant either of my nature, 


| or of the want and worth of Jeſus Chriſt to ſave us. 


30. Wheretore I fell to tome outward reforma- 
tion both in my words and life. and did ſet the com- 
mandmenis before me for my way to Heaven; which 
commandments | alſo did ſtrive to keep, and, as L 


thought, did keep them pretty well ſometimes, - 
and then I ſhopld have comfort; yet now and then 


ſhould 
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ſhould break one, and ſo afflict my conſcience; but 
then I ſhoald repent, and ſay, I was ſorry for it, 


and promiſe God to do better next time, end there 
got help again; for then I thought I pleaſed God 


as well as any man in Exgland. | 

31. Thus I continued. about a year; all which 
time our neighbours did take me to be a very godly 
and religious man, and did marvel much to ſee ſuch 
great alteration in my life and manners; and 
indeed ſo it was, though I knew not Chriſt, nor 
race, nor faith, nor hope; for, as I have fince ſeen, 
had I theri died, my ſtate had been moſt fearful], 
32. But, I ſay, my neighbours were amazed at 
this my great converſion, from prodigious pro- 
phaneneſs, to ſomething like a moral life, and 
ſober man. Now therefore they began to praiſe, 
to commend and to ſpeak well of me, both to my 
face and behind my back. Now I was, as they 
faid, become godly; now I was become a right 
honeſt man. But oh! when I underſtood thoſe 
were their words and opinions of me, 1t pleaſed 
me mighty well. For though as yet I was nothing 
but a poor painted hypocrite, yet I loved to be 
talked of as one that was truly godly. I was proud 
of my godlineſs, and indeed, I did all I did, either 
to be ſeen of, or well ſpoken of by men: And thus 
E continued for about a twelvemonih or more. 

33. Now you muſt know, that before this I had 
taken much delight in ringing, but my conſcience 
beginning to be tender, I thougat ſuch practice, 
was but vain, and therefore torced wyieif to 
leave it; yet my mind hankered; wnerefore 
would goto the ſteeple-houſe, and look on, though 
I durſt not ring: But I thought this did not become 
religion neither; yet I forced myieli and would 
look on ſtill. But quickly after, I began co think, 
How if one of the bells ſhould fall? I hen | choſe to 
ſand under a main beam, that lay overthwart the 


ſteeple, from fide to fide, thinking here I might 
Rand ſure ; But then I thought again, Mould the 


bel} 
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bell fall with a fwing, it might firſt hit the wall, 
and then rebounding upon me, might kill me for 
all this beam. This made me ftand in the ſteeple- 
door; and now, thought I, I am fafe enough ; for 
if a bell ſhould then fall, I can ſlip out behind theſe 
thick walls, and ſo be preſerved notwithſtanding. 

34. So after this I would yet go to ſee them ring, 
but would not go any farther than the ſteeple- door; 
but then it came into my head, How if the ſtecple 


itſeilf ſhould fall? And this thought (it may, for 


aught I know, when I ſtood and looked on) did 
continually ſo ſhake my mind, that I durſt not ſtand 
at the fteeple-door any longer, but was forced to 
flee, for fear the ſteeple ſhould fall upon my head. 

35. Another thing was my dancing; I was a full 
year before I could quite leave that. But all this 
while, when I thought I kept this or that com- 
mandment, or did, by word or deed, any thing 
I thought was good, I had great peace in my 
conſcience; and would think with myſelf, God 
cannot chuſe but be now pleaſed with me; yea, to 
relate it in mine. own way, I thought no man in 
England could pleaſe God better than I, 

36. But, poor wretch as I was, I was all this 
while ignorant of Jefus Chriſt, and going about 
toeſtabliſh my own righteouſneſs ; and had periſhed 
therein, had not God, in his mercy, ſhewed me - 
more of my ſtate by nature, RED 

37- But upon a day, the good providence of 
God called me to Beaford, to work at my calling: 
And in one of the ſtreets of that town I came 
where there were three or four poor women litting 
at a door, in the ſun, talking about the things 
of God ; and being now willing to hear their 


_ diſcourſe, I drew near to hear what they ſaid, for 


I was now a briſk talker myſelf in the matters 
of religion; but they were far above my reach. 
Their alk was about a new-birth, the work 
of God in their hearts, as alſo how they were 
convinced of their miſerable ſtate by nature; 4 
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talked how God had viſited their ſouls with his 
love in the Lord Jeſus, and with what words and 
promiſes they had been refreſhed; comforted, and 
eee againſt the temptations of the Devil: 

oreover, they reaſoned of the ſuggeſtions and 
temptations of Satan in particular; and told to each 
other, by what means they had been afflicted; and 
how they were borne up under his aſſaults. They 
alſo diſcourſed of their own wretchedneſs of heart, 
and of their unbelief; and did contemn, ſlight 


and abhor their own righteouſneſs, as filthy, and 


inſufficient to do them any good. : 

38. And methought they ſpake with ſuch plea. 
ſantneſs of Scripture language, and with ſuch ap- 
pearance of grace in all they ſaid, that they were 
to me as if they had found a new world; as if they 
were people that dwelt alone, and were not to be 


13538 ong their neighbours, Numb. xxiii. 9. 


39. At this I felt my own heart began to hake; 
for I ſaw that in all my thoughts about religion and 


ſalvation, the new birth did never enter into my 


mind; neither knew [ the comfort of the word 
and promiſe, nor the deceitfuireſs and treachery 
of my own wicked heart. As for ſecret thoughts, 
I took no notice of them; neither did I under- 
ſtand what Satan's temptations were, nor how they 


were to be withſtood and reſiſted, &c. 


40. Thus, therefore, when I had heard and 


#3 conſidered what they ſaid, I left them, and went 
about my employment again; bur my heart would. 


ff tarry with them, for I was greatly affected with their 
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words, becauſe by them I was convinced that I 
wanted the true tokens of a truly godly man, and 
3 allo becauſe I was convinced of the happy and 


c 


bleſſed condition of him that was ſuch a one. 
41. Therefore I would often make it my bufineſs, 


to be going again and again into the company of 
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theſe poor people, for I could not ſtay away; and 


the more 1 went among them, the more I did 
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queſtion my condition; and, as I ſtill do remember, 


pretently 
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Nhat a blind, ignorant, ſordid and ungodly wretch, 


of Heaven, (that is, fo far as I knew, though as 


Become of you if you die in this condition? He anſwered , | 


company. if it æuh not for ſuch as I am. 
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reſently I found two things within me, at w hien 1 
i did ſometimes marvel ; eſpecially conſidering; 


but juſt before [ was i. Tt e one was à very great 
- IC; 5 12 » wy, C1 4 99141 4 16 3443? ; 5 „ 147 
ſoftneſs and tendèrneſs of heart hich, cauſe me; 


10 fall under the conviction of what. h „ Scripture 


18 F r 6 | 
they aflerted ; and the other was a bending in mY. 


' * „ 


2 FF Wi  « 2) 1 „ * 4 
mind, a continual meditating on it, and on all other | 


good things, which at that time 1 heard or read of... 
5 9 things my mind was ſo turned, that 
it Jay like a horſe-leech at the vein, ſtill crying 


. out, Give, gibe, Prov. xxx. 15, which was ſo fixed 


on eternity, and on the things about the kingdom 


yet, God Knows, I knew but little) that neither 
pleaſures, nor profits, nor perſuaſions, nor threats, 
could make it let go it's hold; and though I ſpeak F: 
it with ſhame, yet it is a certain truth, it would . 
then have been as difficult for me to have taken my I. 
mind from Heaven to earth, as I have found it often. I, 
ſince, to get it again from earth to even. Md. 
43. One thing I may not omit ; There was a 
young man in our towy, to whom my heart befors” 
Was Fatt mee than td any other; bur he being 4 
moſt wicked creature for curſing, and ſwearing, ; | 
and whoring, I now Hook him off, and ele . 
his company; but about a quarter of a year after 3 
had left him, I mef him in a certaim lane, and aſked” 
him how he did: He, after his old ſweariug, and 
mad way, anſwered, He was well. Hul. "Warry, 
faid I, Why. ao you curſe and fear thus? What will 


1 
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me in a great chate, What would the Devil do for | 


3x & 


44. About this time 1 met with ſome ranters 
books, which were highly in eſteem by ſeveral old 
Profeſſors: Some of thele I read, but was not able 
to make any judgment about them; wherefore as I 
read in them, and thought upon chem, ſeeing my- 
ſelf unable to judge, F would betake wa * T7 
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hearty. prayer in this manner: O Lord I am a fool, 
aud not able to know the truth from error: Lund, leu, 
Etch: nns not in my own blindueſs, either to approve of or coridemmn 
aß his dodtrine; if it be of God, let me not deſpiſe it; if 
d MF WW: be of the Devil, let me. not embrace it. Lord, I lay 
Peuke my foul in this matter, only. at thy foot ; let me not be 
WY, Wadtceived, 1 humbly beſeech thee. ] had one religious 
intimate companion all this while, and that was che 
that poor man [ ſpoke of before; but about this time, 
+. be alſo turned a moſt deviliſh ranter, and gave 
dais Ihimſelf up to all manner of filthineſs, eſpecially. 
Juncleanneſs: He would alſo deny that there was a 
1 God, angel, or ſpirit; and would laugh at all ex- 
>. hortations to ſobriety. When I labourcd to rebuke 
his wickedneſs, he would laugh the more; and 
pretend that he had gone through all religions, 
| and could never hit upon the right till now. Where- 
ne yore abominating thoſe curſed principles, Þ left his 
ren. { <2mpany forthwith, and became to him as great a 
ene ſtranger as I had been before a familiar. 
wi | 45- Neither was this man only a temptation ta 
.' Y me, but my calling lying in the country, I happened 
g 4 Ito come into ſeveral peoples company, who, tuough 
e ſtrict in religion formerly, yet were alſo drawn 
by 8 :; Yaway by theſe ranters. Theſe would alſo talk with 


75 1 dre of their ways, and condemn me as illegal and 
ed dark; pretending, that they only had attained to 
and perfection, that could do what they would, and 
ry, et fin, Oh! theſe temprations were ſuitable to 
2977/7 my fleſh, I being but a young man, and my nature 


| Fins prime; but God, who had, as I hope, de- 
| for” aged me for better things, kept me in the fear of 
/ is name, and did not ſuffer me to accept ſuch 
. . Fcurſed principles. And bleſſed be God, who put 


old Ft inte my heart to cry to him, to be kept and 
ble directed, ill diſtruſting mine own wiſdom ; for [ 
is £ Pave ſince ſeen even the effects of that prayer, in 
. his preſerving. me, not only from ranting errors, 


my- s but from thoſe alſo that have ſprung up ſince. The 
46. And 


arty | to me ia thoſe days. 
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46. And now I began to Took into the Bible with | 

new eyes; and eſpecially the Epiſtles of the Apoſtle 
St. Paul were ſweet and pleaſant to me; and then I 
was never out of the Bible, either by reading or | 
meditation; ſtill crying out to God, that I might 
know the truth and way to Heaven and Glory. 
47 And as I went on and read, I hit upon that 
paſſage. Jo one is given by the Spit it the word of wifdam; 

to another the word of knowledge by the ſame Spirit; 
and to another faith, Tc. 1 Cor. xii. And though, 
as J have fince ſeen, that by this Scripture the 
Holy Ghoſt intends, in ſpecial, things extraordi- 
nary, yet on me it did then faften with conviction, 
i that I did want things ordinary, even that under- 
| ſtanding and wiſdom that other Chriſtians had. On 

| this word I muſed, and could not tell what to do. 
eſpecially this word [Faith] put me to it, for I 
| could not help it, but ſometimes muſt queſtion, 
* whether I had any faith, or no; but I was loth to 
55 conclude I had no faith; for if I do ſo, thought I, 
6 then! ſhall count myſeif a very caſt- away indeed. | 
48. Now, ſaid I with myſelf, * I am an 

ignorant fot, and want thoſe bleſſed gifts of know- | 

ledge and underftanding that other people have, | 
yet at a venture I will conciude I am not altogether 
faithleſs, though I know not what fai h is; for it 
was ſhewn me, and that too (as I have ſeen fince) 
by Satan, that thoſe who conclude themielves in a 
faithleſs ſtate, have neither reſt nor quiet in their 
ſouls; and was lothe to fall quite into deſpair. 

49. Wherefore, by this ſuggeſtion, I was made 

afr.14 to ſee my want of iaitn; but God would not 
ſuffer me thu. o deſtroy my ſoul, but did, againſt 
this my ſad and blind concluſion, create within me 
ſuch ſuppoſitions, that | could not reſt content until 
Idid come to ſome certain kuowledge whether I had 
faith or not; this always running in my mind, Bue 
how if you cant jaith indees? But how can you tel! 
you have faith? And behdes, I ſaw for certain, if 
I had not, 1 was ſure to periſh for ever. 2 


— 
3 


— 8 2 — | 4 Xx 
N ” * : 3 1 ” — > Kr 8 7 3 23 4 - a 

> 4 * Ty 2 8 8 . 22 a6 * 7 * 2% | 4 - 

tt we N OE” 4 1 * 97 R Me 9 enn TS > 4 2 * 

. * g 5 _ . 4% \ Wo. ont 1 Sn « 3 

* . | 1 : N e N 

n . 4 Fas * 
nee * a . 3 
* * — F 4 * 


4 


* 
— 


— ig we erm 


pb 


2 


50, Sa [ 


e with 


\poſtle 


then I | 


ing or 


might 


7. 

mn that 
dam; 
Spirit; 
ough, 
re the 
aordi- 
ction, 
1nder- 
l. On 
0 do. 
for 1 
>ſtion, 


th to h 


ed. 


im an 


now - 


have, 
ether 
for it 


ſince) 


s in a 


their 


made 


Id not | 
gainſt * 
in me 


until 


Lhad 


, But 


ou tell 4 viſion, preſented to me. 


Fe 407 


N MY 0 \ ly Nr - - 
*F + 3 * oh Y LL TR. ens 
q 1 Ee” „ * 
" 3 Ws 7: E Pf 
* * o 1 52 9 ; * 
n 1 2 


* 


THE. CHIFF OF SINNERS, 25 


50. So that 228 I endeavoured at the firſt to 
look over the buſineſs of faith, yet in a little time, 
I better conſidering the, matter, was willing to put 
myſelf upon the trial whether I had faith or. no, 
But alas, poor wretch; ſo ignorant was I, that I 
knew no more how to do it than I know how to 
begin and accompliſh that rare and curious piece 
of art which I never yet ſaw or conſidered, _ 
51. Wherefore while I was thus conſidering (for 
you muſt know, that as yet I had not in this matter 


broken my mind to any one, only did hear and con- 


ſider) the tempter came in with his deluſion, 7 
there was no way for me to know I had faith, but bytrylh 
to 2work ſome miracles; urging thoſe Scriptures that 
ſeem to enforce and ſtrengthen his temptation. Nay, 
one day as I was between Eon and Bedford, the 


temptation was hot upon me, to try if I had faith, 


by doing ſome miracle; which miracle at this time 
was this, I muſt ſay to the puddles that were in the 
horſe-pads, be dry; and to the i places, be you 
puddles: And truly one time I was going to ſay fo 
indeed ; but juſt as I was about to ſpeak, this 
thought came into my mind; but go under yonder 
hedge, and pray firſt that God auould make you able. 
But when 1 had concluded to pray, this came hot 
upon me; that if I prayed, and came again, and. 


tried to do it, and yet did nothing notwithſtanding, 


then to be ſure I had no faith, but was a caſt-away, 
and loſt, Nay, thought J, if it beſo, I will no: 
try yet, but will itay a little longer, 

52. 80 I continued at a great loſs; for I thought, 
if they only had faith which could do ſo wonderful 
things, then I concluded, that I neither had it, 
nor yet were ever like to have it. Thus I was toſſed 
betwixt the Devil and my own ignorance, and ſo 
perpiexed that I could not tell what to do. 

53. About this time, the ſtate of happineſs of 
theſe poor people at Bedford was thus, in a hind of 
I ſaw, as if they were 
on the ſunny-fide of ſome high mountain, there 

refreſhing 
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* 


i 
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refreſhing themſelves with the pleaſant beams of 
the ſun, while I was ſhivering and ſhrinking in the 
cold, afflicted with froſt, ſnow, and dark clouds: 
Methought alſo, betwixt ne and them, I ſaw a 
wall that did compaſs about this mountain: "Now 
through this wall my ſoul did greatly deſire to paſs; | 
concluding, that if T could, I would there alſo if 
comfort myſelf with the heat of their fun. © | | 
54. About this wall I bethought myſelf to go i 
again and again, ſtill prying as I went, to ſee if 
I could find ſome way or paſſage by which I might 
enger therein ; but nane could I find for ſome time : 
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8 At the laſt, I ſaw, as it were, a narrow gap, like 
0 a little door way in the wall, through which I at- 
if „53 XY he 5 5 

„ tempted to paſs: Now the paſſage being very ſtrait 


and narrow, I made many offers to get in, but all 


V in vain; at laſt, with great len ig methought J 
id. | at firſt did get in my head, and after that, by a 
ma. - þ ſideling ſtriving, my ſhoulders, and my whole 

1 8 body; then I was exceeding glad, and went and 
\ 1 ſat down in the midſt of them, and ſo was com- 


forted with the light and heat of their ſun. 

55. Now this'mountain and wall was thus made. | 
out to me: The mountain ſignified the church of the 
living God ; the ſun that ſhone thereon, the ſhining | 
of his merciful face on them that were therein; the 


1 g | wall I thought was the world, that did make ſepa- 
if ration between the Chriſtians and the world; and. 
1 the gap which was in the wall, I thought was Jeſus 


Chriſt, whos the way to God the Father, Joke xiv. 6, | 
Matt. vii. 14. But as the paſſage was wonderful 
narrow, even ſo narrow that'I could not but with 
great difficulty enter in thereat, it ſhewed me, that 
none could enter into life, but thoſe that were in 
downright earneſt, and left the wicked world behind 
them; for here was only room for body and foul, 
but not for body and ſoul, and ſin. 5 
56. This reſemblance abode upon my ſpirit many 
days; all which time J ſaw myſelf in A. forlorn and 
fad condition, but yet was provoked to vehement 
Hunger 
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Huniger and deſtre to be one of that nymber that did 
| 8 14 : Now alſo would 1 pray where- 


1 


> 


ther at home or abroad; in, houſe 


heart, fing that of the fifcy-firſt pſalm, O Lord con- 


Auer my difrifs ; for as yet I knew pot where L was, 


57. Neicher as yet could J attain to my comfort, 


If able perſuaſion fhat 1 had faith in Chriſts but.in- 


ſtead, I began to find my ſoul to be aſſaulted with 
freſh doubts about my future happineſs ; gſnecially 
with fuch as theſe, whether I was elected: But how 
if the day of grace ſhould now be paj? and gone?” 
- 58. By thete two temprations 1 was very much 
afflicted and diſquieted ; ſometimes by one, and 
ſometimes by the other of thein, And firſt, to 
ſpeak of that about my queſtioning my election, I 
found, that though I was in a flame to find the way 
to Heaven and Glory, and nothing could beat me 
off from this, yet this queſtion did fo diſcourage 
me, that | was, -ipecially ſometimes, as if the very 
ſtrength of my body had been taken away by the 
force and power thereof. This Scripture did alſo 
ſeem to me to trample upon all my deſires; 77 55 
neither in him that willeth, nor in him that runnethi; 
but in Ged that ſheweth mercy, Rom. ix. 

59. With this dcripture | could not tell what to da; 
for 1 evidently law, that unleſs God had voluntarily 
choſen me to be a veſſel of mercy, though l ſhould 


defire, and long, and labour until my heart did 


break, no good could come of it. Therefore this 


would ſtick with me, He can you tell that you are 


elected? and what if you ſhould nat ® How then ? 

60. O Lord, thought I, what if I ſhould not 
indeed! It may be you are not, ſaid the tempter; 
it may be ſo indeed, thought I. Why then, ſaid 


7 Satan, you had as good leave off, and ftrive no 
7 farther; for if indeed you ſhould not be elected and 


choſen of God, there is no hope of your being 
ſaved: For it is neither in him thet æuilletꝶ, nor in lun 


that runneth; but ia God, that ſheweith mercy. 
5 8 | 61, By 


ever'T was 3. rHether at he 
ö feln amd Id allo often, with lifting up of 
! firlp ; 
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G1, By theſe things I was driven to my wit's end, 
not knowing what to ſay, or how to auſwer theſe 
temptations ; Indeed, I little thought that Satan 
had thus aſſaulted me, but that rather it was my 
own prudence thus toſtart the queſtion ; for that the 
ele& only obtained eternal life, that I without 
ſcruple did heartily cloſe withal; but that myſelf 
was one of them, there lay the queſtion. 

62. Thas therefore, for ſeveral days I was greatly 
perplexed, and as often ready to ſink with faint- 
neſs in wy mind: But one day, after I had been 
many weeks oppreſſed and caſt down therewith, as 
I was giving up the ghoſt of all my hopes of ever 
attaining life, that ſentence fell with weight upon 
my ſpirit, -Look at the generations of old, and ſee - 
Did ever any truſt in God, and were confounded ? 

63. At which I was greatly escouraged in my 
ſoul ; for thus, at that very inſtant, it was expounded 
ro me: Begin at the beginning of Geneſis, and read to 
the end of the Revelations, and ſes if you can find that 

there cwas ever ary that truſted in the Lord, and awas 
confounded, So coming home, | preſently went to 
my Bible, to ſee if 1 could find that ſaying, not 
doubting but to find it preſently ; for it was with 


ſuch ſtrength and comfort on my ſpirit, that I was wa 


as if it talked with me, 5 

64. Well, I looked, but I found it not; only 
it abode upon me: Then did I aſk firſt this good 
man, and then another, if they knew where it was, 
but they knew no ſuch place, And this I wondered, 
that ſuch a ſentence ſhould fo ſuddenly, and with 
ſach comfort and ſtrength, ſeize, and abjde upon my 
heart; and yet that none could find it, (for I doubted 
not but that it was in the Holy Scripture.) 

65. Thus I continued above a year, and could 
not nnd the place; but at laſt, caſting my eye upon 
the Apocrypha books, I found it in Eceleſiaſticus, 
Eccle/. ii. 16. This, at the firſt, did ſomewhat daunt 


me; becauſe it was not in thoſe texts that we call | 
holy and canonical ; yet, as this ſentence was 5 | 
| ſuum 


This I then verily “ 
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um and ſubſtance of many. of the promiſes, it was 
ny duty to take the comfort of it; and I bleſs God 
or that word, for it was of good to me: That 
vord doth ſtill oft-times ſhine before my face. 

65. After this, that other doubt did come with 
trength upon me, But how if the day of grace ſhould 
- paſt and gone? How if you have overſtood the 


ime of mercy? Now I remember, that one day, 
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sI was walkiog in the country, I was much in the 


houghts of this, Bat how if the day of grace is paſt ? 


And to aggravate my trouble, the tempter preſented. 


o my mind thoſe” good people of Bedford, and 


uggeſted thus unto me, That theſe being converted 


already, they were all that God would fave in thoſe 


parts; and that I came too late, for theſe had got 
he bleſſing before I came. og ar 

67. Now I was in great diſtreſs, thinking in very 
deed that this might well be ſo; wherefore I went 
pand down bemoaning my ſad condition; for 
anding off thus long, and ſpending ſo many years 
n fin, as I have done, ſtill crying out, Oh! that L 


had turned ſooner! Oh! that-I had turned ſeven 
years ago! It made me alſo angry with myſelf, to 


hink that I ſhould have no more wit, but to trifle 


=” 3 22 22 
way my time, till my ſoul and Heaven were loft, 
68. But when I had been long vexed with this 
ear, and was ſcarce able to take one ſtep more, juſt 
about the ſame place where I received my other 


encouragement, theſe words broke in upon my 

2 20 . « , _ : e , ” 2 4 1 
ind, Compel them to come in, gat my houſe may be 
led; and there. is room, Luke xiv, 22, 23.—Theſe 


words, And yet there is rcom, were ſweet words to 


ne; for truly, I thought, that When the Lord 


Jeſus did (peak theſe. words, he then did think for 


1 ; ws a _ f — 2 0 » {-. — * 1 4 
ne ; and that he knowing that the time would come, 
hat I ſhould be afflicted with fear, that there was 


o place left for aie in his boſom, did before ſpeak. 
his word,, and leave it apon record, *hat I might 


nd help thereby againſt this Mie temptation. 
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mine own heart, and carnal acquaintance ; but | 


89. In the li ght and enoouragement of this word 

T: went a pretty while; and the comfort was thy 
more, when I thought that the Lord Jeſus. ſhoull 
ſpeak thoſe words on purpoſe for my ſake; lor 
did think verily, that he did on purpoſe ſpeak then 
to encourage me withal. 
70. But I was not without my temptations to od 
Back again; temptations I ſay, both from Satan 


thank God theſe, were out- weighed by that ſound 
fenſe of death, and of t day of judgment, which 
abode, as it were, continually in my view: I woufdf 
often alſo think on Vebuchadnezzar ; of whom it i faid 
fd, He had gi ven all the kingdoms of the 77600 hip 
Dan. v, 18, 19. Vet, thought I, if this af Ine 
man had all his portion in this world; one 
in Hell-RHre would make him forget all. Whicil 
confideration was à great help to me. 

71. I was almoſt made; about this time, to ſed 
Criethin e the beaſts that Mojes counted} 
Elean. and unclean: I thought thoſe beaſts werd 
types of men; the clean, types of them that wereſ;: 1, 

the people of God; bat the unclean, types of ſachlf} 5:5, 
as were the children of the wicked. one. Now II gon 
read, that the clean beaſts cle the cud; that is, 
chought I, they ſhew us, we muſt feed upon thelf}- 
word of God: They allo parted the hoof, 1 thought, tha! 


thut flgnified, we muſt part, if we would be ſa ved, Thi 


with the ways of "ungodly men. And alſo, inf the 


Nane reading about them, I found, that though Ski 


we did chew che cud as the hare; et if we walked} / 
with claws, like 4 dog,'« or if 'we Io part the hoof, ab: 
like the ſwine, yet if we did not chew the cud, as], 
rhe ſheep, we are RU}, for all that, but unclèãh: It f. 
For I thought the hare to be a type of thoſe thiat talx fear 
of the. word, yet walk in the ways of fin; and tliat line, 
the ſwine was like him that parted with his outward glot 
pollution, but ſtill wanteth the word of faith, witk- Im 
out which there could be no way of ſalvation, let Ck; 
= man be ever ſo devout, Deut. xiv. _ this, Fw 
1 found 
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1 found by reading the word, That thoſe that muſt 
de glorified with Chriſt in another World, uff be 
zalled by hir liert; called to the partaking of à fhate 
in his word and righteouſneſs, and to the comforts 
and firſt fruits of his Spirit, which do indeed pre- 
bare the ſoul for that reſt, and the Houſe of Glory, 
#hich is in Heaven abov,gmeGGe. £ 
72. Here again I was at a very great ſtand, not 
knowing what to do, fearing I was not called; for, 
thought I, if I be not called, what then can 46'me 
good? But oh! how I now love thoſe words that 


faid to one, Follow me; and to another, Come after 


nee And oh, thought I, that he would ſay fo to 


me too; how gladly would I run after him! 
73. I cannot now expreſs With what longings and 


breathings in my ſoul, I cried to Chriſt to call me. 


Thus I continued for a time, all on a flatne to be 
converted to Jeſus Chriſt ; and did alfo ſee at that 
day, ſuch glory in a converted ſtate, that I could not 
be contented without a ſhare therein. Gold! Could 
it have been gotten for gold, what would I have 
given for it! Had I had a whole world, it hadall 
gone ten thouſand times over for this, that my foul 
might have been in a converted ſtate. 


74. How lovely now was every one ih my eyes, 


thit I thought to be converted men and women 
They ſhone, they walked like 2 people that carried 
the broad ſeal of Heaven about them. But that 


which made me ſick, was that of Chriſt in St. Mark, 


He went uf into'a mountain, and called to him who he 
ab,. ard they cane unto him, Mark ii. 12. 

75. This Scripture made me faint and fear. yet 
it Eindled fre in my ſoul. That which made me 
fear was this; leſt Chriſt ſhould have no liking-to 
me, for he called whom he would. But oh! the 
glory that I aw in that condition did ſtill fo enrage 


my heart, that T could ſeldom read of any that 


Chriſt did call, but I preſently wiſhed, Would I had 
bren in their clothes; would 'T had been born Peter, 
NE B 2 _ auouid 
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talk with me, and was willing to be well perſuaded the 


after every fooliſh vanity ; yea, my heart would | Ix 


it would now continually hang back, both to aud in 
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avould ] had been born John; or, would I had been by 
and kad heard him when he called them, hoxw would I 
have cried, O Lord, call me alſo! But oh! I feared 
he would not call me, | . ED 
76. And truly, the Lord let me go thus many 
months together, and ſhewed me nothing ; either 
that I was already, or ſhould be called hereafter : 
But at laſt, after much time ſpent, and many 
groans to God, that word came in upon me, / will | 
cleanſe their bloods that I have not cleanſed, for the W ' 
Lord dwelleth in Zion, Joel iii. 21. Theſe words I pes 
thought were ſent to encourage me to wait ſtill 
upon God; and ſignified unto me, that if I were | S* 
not already, yet time might come, I might be in 
truth converted unto Chriſt. 5 | 
77. About this time I began to break my mind 8 
to thoſe poor people in Bedford, and to tell them my | 
condition, which when they had heard, they told t 
Mr. G:#ord of me, who himſelf alſo took occaſion to - 


of me, though I think from little grounds: But he 
invited me to his houſe, where I ſhould hear him 
confer with others, about the dealings of God with 
their ſouls; from all which I ſtill received no convic- * 
tion, and from that time began to ſee ſomething | 3 


of the vanity, and inward wretchedneſs of my wicked 
heart. Now I evidently found, that luſts and cor- di 


ruptions put forth themſelves within me, in wicked * 
thoughts and deſires, which I did not regard be- 
fore; my deſires alſo for Heaven and life began to #/a 
fail; I found alſo, that whereas before my ſoul was he 
full of longing after God, now it began to hanker *** 


not be moved to mind that which was gocd ; it | 
began to be careleſs. both of my ſoul and Heaven, 


every duty; and was as a clog on the leg ot a bird, - 

to hinder him from flying, | — 

78. Nay, I thought, now I grow wo:ſe and i 

worſe; now I am farther from couv erſion 9 W © 
| was 
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] was before : Wherefore I began to ſink greatly in 
my ſoul, and began to entertain ſuch diſcovrage- 
ment in my heart, as laid me as low as Hell. I 
could not believe that Chriſt had a love for me; 
alas! I could neither hear him, nor ſee him, nor 
feel him, nor favour _ of his things; I was driven 


eart would be anclean, an 


as with a tempeſt, my 
the Canaanites would dwell in the land. 


79. Sometimes I would tell my condition to the 


people of God; when they would pity me, and 
would tell me of the promiſes; but they had as 
good have told me, that I muſt reach the ſun with 


my finger, as have bidden me receive or rely upon 


the promiſes: All my ſenſe and feeling was 
againit me; and I {aw I had a heart that would 


Q fin, and that lay under a law that would condemn. 


80. Theſe things have often' made me think of 


the child which the father brought to Chriſt, a, 


evhile he was yet a coming to him, was thrown down by 
the Devil, and alſo fo rent and torn by him, that he lay and 
«vallowed, foaming, Luke ix. 42. Mark ix. 20, 
81. Further, in theſe days, 1 would find my heart 
to ſhur itſelf up againſt the Lord, and againſt his 
5 found my unbelief to ſet, as it 
were, the ſhoulder to the door, to keep him out: 
and that to even then, when I have, with many a 
bitter ſigh, cried, Good Lord, break it open: Lord, 
break theſe gates of braſs, and cut theſe bars of iron 
aſunder, Pial. cvii. 16. Vet that word would ſome- 
times create in my heart a peaceable pauſe, I girdea 
thee. though thou haſt not known me, Iſaiah xiv. 5. 
82. But all this while, as to the act of ſinning, 


I was never more tender thaw now: My conſcience 


now was fore, and would ſmart at every touch: L 


could not now tell how to ſpeak my words, for 


fear I ſhould miſplace them. Oh, how cautiouſly 
did Ethen go, in all I did or'faid!- I found myſelf 

in a:miry bog, that ſhook it I did but ſtir; and 
there, left both of God and Chriſt, and 


® the Spirit, and all good things. 5 wk S24S 
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83. But I obſerved, though I was ſuch a great 

Gnner before converſion, . yet God never much 
charged the guilt of the fins of my ignorance upon 
me; only he ſhewed me, I was loſt if I had not 
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Chriſt, becauſe I had been 2 ſinner: I ſaw that [ 

anted a perfect righteouſneſs to preſent me without 
fault before God, ai: d this righteouſneſs was no where 
to be found, but in the perſon of Jeſys Chriſt. 


84. But my original and inward pollution: That, Ngui 


dhat was my plague and affliction ; that, 1 had the 
guilt of, to amazement; by reaſon of that, I was 
more Joathſome in mine own eyes than a toad, and 
thought I was ſo in God's eyes too: Sin And cor- 
ruption, I ſaid, would as naturally bubble out. of my 


heart, as water would out of a fountain: I thought 
now, that every one had a better heart than-ILhad: I 
| ahopght none but the Devil himſelf could equalize 


me for inward wickedneſs and pollution of mind. 
1 fell therefore at he fight of my own vileneſs 
deeply. into deſpair ; fax | ed, . 
condition that I was in, could not ſtand with a ſtate 


of grace. Sure, thought I, I am forſaken of God; 
Jure, I am given up to the Devil, and to a reprobatę 
mind: And thus 1 continued a long while, even. 


for ſome years together. 


85. While I was thus afflicted with the fears df. 


my own damnation, there were two things would 
make me wonder: The one was when 1 faw old 
people hunting after the things of this life, as, if 
they ſhould live here always: The other was, when 
I found profeſſors much diſtreſſed and caſt down, 
when they met with outward loſſes; as of huſband, 
Wife, or child, &c. Lord, thought I, what 3s deek> 
ing after carnal things, by ſome, and what grief in 
others for the loſs of them! If they io much labour 


after. and ſhed ſo many tears for the things of this 
preſent life, how am I to be bemoneg, pitied, and 
2 for! My ſqul is dying, my ſoul is damaing, . 


ere my ſoul but in a good condition, and were 


I but ſure of it, ah! how rich ſhpyld I eſteem 


myſelf 


concluded, that this 


a 
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would 
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vſelf, though bleſſed but with bread and water! 
| ſhould count theſe but ſmall afflictions, and ſhould 


dear them as little burdens. A wounded ſpirit auho 


an bear ! LES; | J 
86. And though I was much troubled, anq - 
afflicted, with the ght and ſenſe of "* own wicked- 
eſs, yet I was afraid to let this fight and ſenſe 
go quite of my mind: For I found, that -unleſs 


Wouilt of conſcience was taken off the right way, 
that is, by the blood of Chriſt, a man grew rather 


worſe for the loſs of his trouble of mind: And if 


* 


Wit was going off without it (for. the ſeaſe of fin 


e ſometimes as if it woold die, and go quite 
away) then I would alſo ſtrive to fetch it upon my 
heart again, by bringing the puniſhment of fin in 
Hell-fire npon my. ſpirit; and would cry, Lord Jet it 
nt go off my heart, but by the Tight way, by the bload of . 


W Chrijt, and the application of thy mercy, «through tam, 


to my ſoul; for that Scripture.did lay much upon me, 
evithout ſhedding of blood there is no redemption, Heb. 
xxit. * And that which made me the more afraid of 
this, was, becauſe I had ſeen ſome, who, though 
when they were under the wounds of conſcience, 
would cry and pra; yet, feeling rather preſent caſe 
for their trouble than pardon for their ſin, cared not 


non they loſt their guilt, ſo they got it dut of their 


mind: Now having got ac, off the wrong way, it 
was not ſanQified unto them; but they grew harder 
and blinder, and more wicked after their trouble. 
This made me afraid, and made we cry to God the 
more, tnat it might not be fo with me, . 
87. And now I Was ſorry that God had made 
me man, for I feared 1 was a reprobate; I counted 
man as -unconverted, the moſt doletul. of alt 
creatures, Thus being afflicted and toſſed about 
my fad condition. I .counted myſelf alone, and. 
above the moſt of men unbleſſed. „ 
88. Yea, I thought it impoſſible that ever I ſhaold. 


God that he had made me a man, Many indecd, js 
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the moſt noble by.creatipn of all creatures in the 


- viſible *warld; but by fin he had made himſelf th: 
moſt ignoble. The beaſts, birds, ' fiſhes, &c. [if 
blefled their condition; for they had not a finful 

nature; they were not obnoxious to the wrath off 

God; they were not to go to Hell-fire after death; 
I could therefore have rejoiced had my condition 


- — a ” 


been as any of theirs. - 


- 


preach a ſermon on theſe words in the Song, (Song 


Iv. 1.) Behold thou art fair, my love; behold thouWy 
art fair: But at that time he made theſe two words, 


my love, his chief and ſubject matter; from which, 
after he had a little opened the text, he obſerved 


89. In this condition I went a great While; but 
when the comforting time was come, I heard one 


theſe ſeveral concluſions: 1. Tat the church, and 


fo every ſaved foul, is Chriſt's love, when loveleſs. 
*& C 4 of love without @ cauſe. 3. Chriſt's love, 
avhich hi th been hated of the world, 4. Chriſt's love, 


Love from firſt io laſt. 


when under temptation and under deſtruction. 5.Chriſt's | 


* go. But I got nothing by what he ſaid at pre- | 


fent ; only when he came to the application of the 
fourth particular, this was the word he ſaid, / 


it be ſo, that the javed ſoul is Chriſt's laue, when | 
under temptation and deftrution; then. poor tempted 


$ 


—_— "and began to make ne look up; but being : 
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joyful ſound within my ſoul, Thou art my Joves 
thou art my love, and nothing ſhall ſeparate #nee from 
my love. And with that my heart was filled full of 
comfort and hope, and now I could believe that mx 
fins would be forgiven me; yea, I was now ſo taken 
with the love and mercy of God, that I remember 
I could. not tell how to contain till I got home: I 
thought I could have ſpoken of his love, and have 
told of his mercy to me, even to the very crows 
that. ſat upon the ploughed lands before me, had 
they been capable to have underſtood me: Where- 


fore I ſaid in my ſoul with much gladneſs, Well, 


would I had a pen and ink here, I would write tals 
down before I go any farther; for ſurely I will not 
forget this forty years hence: But, alas! within 


leſs. than forty days I began to queſtion all. again; 


which. made me begin to queſtion all full. * - - 
93. Yet ſtill at times I was helped to believe 
that it, was a true manifeſtation. of Grace unto my 
Soul, though I had loſt much of the life and favour 
of it, Now about a week or a fortnight after this, 
J was much followed by this Scripture, Simon, 
Simon, behold Satan hath defired to. have you, Luke 
xxii. 31; and ſometimes it would ſound ſo loud 
within me, that once, above all the reſt, I turned my 
head over. my ſhoulder, thinking verily that ſome 
man had, behind me, called me; being at a great 
diſtance, methought he called ſo loud. It came, 
as 1 have thought fince, to have ſtirred me up to 
prayer, and to watchfulneſs; it came to acquaint 
me, that. a cloud and a ſtorm was coming down upon 
me; but 1 underſtood it not. A | 
94. Alfo, as I remember, that time that it called 
to me ſo loud, was the laſt time that it ſouuded in 
mine ears; but methinks L hear till with what a 
loud voice theſe words, Simon, Simon, ſounded in 
; B 5 miner 


. 
ſentence fell upon me. He auiſt not that it as trus, 
evkich was done unto him of the angel, Acts xii. 9. 
92. Then I began to give place to the words. 

which with power did aver and over make this 


Theſe blaſphemo 
up queſtions in me againſt the very Being of a God, 
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mine ears: And although that was pot my name, 


yet it made me ſuddenly look behind me, believing 
that he that called fo loud, meant me. Fo. 

95. But ſo fooliſh was I, and ignorant, hat I 
knew got the reaſon of this found; (which as I did 
both fee and feel Toon after, was ſent om Heayen 
as an alarm, toawakeu me to provide for what was 


coming) only I would muſe and wonder in my mind. 


to think what ſhould be the reaſon of this Scripture, 


and that at this rate it ſhould {ill be ſounding and 


rattling in mine ears: But as I faid before, I ſoon 
after perceived the end of God therein. 2 
96. For, about the fpace of a month after, a very 
great ſtorm came down upon me, which handled 
me twenty times worſe than all I had met with 
before; it came ſtealing upon me, new by one piece, 
then by another: Firſt, all my comfort was taken 
from me; then darkneſs feized upon me; after 


| which, whole floods of blaſphemies, both againſt Y 


God, Chriſt,” and the Scriptures, was poured upon 
my ſpirit, to my 2 confuſion and aſtoniſhment. 
s thoughts were ſuch as ſtirred 
and of his only beloved Son: As whether there 
were in truth, a God or Chriſt? And whether the 
Holy Scripturey were not rather a fable, and cunning 
ſtory, than the holy and pure word of God? 
97 · The tempter would alſo muck affault me with 
this, How can you tell but that the Turks bad as good 
Scriptures to prove their Mahomet the Saviour, as c 
kave to prowe our Jeſus? And, could I think, that ſa 
many ten thouſands, in fo many countries and kingdoms, 
Should bt without the knowledge of the right <way 10. 
Heaven; (if there avere indeed a Heaven) and that aur 
only, who live in a corner of the earth, ſhould alone be 


| Glefſed therewith ? Every one doth think his oaun religion 


rig Ates, both Jews, and Moors, and Pagans ; and 
Kow' if all our faith, and Chriſt, and Scriptures, Moulu 
be but @ thinkong /azoh. © © 61 
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felt ſuch argyings as cheſe | 
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fo ag eſtions, and to ſe 
% ble Of Pal agaiof ther 


ed to nee againſt 
fame. of the ſentences 


; but alas 1 guickly 


me, Though que made jo ; 
His cyords, yet how: F 
he being a ſubtle and cunzing van, might giue hint 
2 to deceive auith firong deluſions; gud 41%. 4. 

and travel to unde and diferoy his fellogue- 


99. Theſe ſuggeſtions (with many —— which | 


at 9585 time I may not, nor dare not utter, neither 
by word or pen) did make ſuch a ſeinure upon MY 
7 ln both with their number, continyance, and 
ry force, thee . ole —— beg from 
morning to night wit ny ; and as though inden 
there could ih room for nothing elle; and ali 
concluded, That God had, in very wrath 4% 
ſoul, given me up to them, to be carried a ws 
them, as with a mighty whirlwind. 
100. Only by the diflike that they gave unto wy | 
ſpirit, J felt there cuas ſomething iu me, t that refuftd $0 
embrace me, But this conſideration I then only had 


when God gave me leaye tb ſwallow my ſpittle; 


otherwiſe the noiſe, and ſtre gth, and force theſe 
temptations would drown and overflipw, and as it 
were, bury all ſuch thoughts, or the remembrance 


of any ſuch thing. Whale I was in this temptation, 
| I often found my mind 


nly put upon it to curſe 
and ſwear, or to ſpeak ſame grievoys thing againſt 
God, or Chriſt his Son, V of the Scriptures. 
101. Now I thought, furely I am. 5 oſſeſy'd of 
the Devil: At other gzymes again 1 bt. I *. 
be bereft of my wits; for inſtead of Jauding a 


magnifying God the Lord with others, if 1 have 
but — him ſpoken of, - preſently ſome moſt 
horrible blaſphemous e or — would bolt 


put of my heart againſt him; ſo that whether I did 


ink that God was, or again did think there wers 


po ſuch thing, no love, nor peace, nor gracious- 
Riſpoſition uw I feel 3 me. 
| B 


102, Thele 


f 
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/ 


5 


35 GRACK AEO TO 


not poſſibly be found amongſt them that loved God. 
J often did compare myſelf to the caſe of ſuch a 


103. In theſe days, when I have heard others i 


then would the tempter ſo provoke me to deſire to 


to keep my mouth from ſpaakin 


i find, that with all my ſoul I did defire deliverance. 
That Scripture did alſo tear and rend my . ſoul i 
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- 102.” Theſe thingy did fink me into very dee 
defpair, for I coneluded, that ſuch things cowl 


Child, whom ſome” gypſey hat by force took up in 
Her-arms, and is carrying from friend and country: 
Kick ſometimes 1 did, and alſo ſhriek and cry; 
but yet I was bound in the wings of the temptation, 
and the wind would Carry me away. I thought alſo 
of Saul, and of the evil ſpirit that did poſſeſs him; 
and did preatly fear that my condition was the fame 
with that of his, 1 Sam. xvi. 114. 


talk of what was the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 


fin that ſin, that I was as if I could not, muſt not, 
neither ſhould be quiet until I had committed it; 
now no ſin would ſerve but that: If it were tobe 


committed by ſpeaking of ſuch a word, then I have 


deeh as if my mouth would have ſpoken that word, 
whether I would or no: And in fo ſtrong a meaſure 
was the temptation upon me, that often I have | 
been ready to clap my hands under my chin, to 
hold my moth from opening; at other times, to leap | 
with my head downward into ſome muckhill hole, 


104. Now again I counted * eſtate of. every 


thing that God had made far better than this 
dreadful ſtate of mine was: Yea, gladly would I 


Have been in the condition of a dog or a horſe; for 


I knew they had no ſouls to periſh under the ever- 
laſting weight of Hell, or fin, as mine was like to 
do. Nay, though I ſaw this, and felt this, yet that 
which'added to my ſorrew was, that I could not 


in the midf of theſe diſtractions, The wicked are 
ike the troubled fea, which cannot reft, whoſe waters ith 
aft up mire and dirt. There is no peace to the wicked, i 


faith my Goa, Iſaiah, lvit. 20, 21. ; - = 
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"2 105: And now my heart WH, at times, exceeding 
hard: If 1 would have given à thouſand pounds for 

a tear I could not ſhed dne; no nor ſometimes 
ſcarce deſire to ſhed one. Flaw ſome could mourn 
and Tament their fin; and others again, could rejoice 
and bleſs God for Chriſt; and others again, could 
quietly talk of, agd with gladneſs remember the 
word of God: whiile I only was in the ſtorm or 
tempeſt, This much funk me, I thought my, con- 
dition was alone, but get out of, or get rid of theſe 
. aber OO TT O WORen 
106. While this temptation laſted, which was 

about à year, I could attend upon none of the or- 

dinances of God, but with ſore and great afftiction. 
Vea, then was I moſt diſtreſſed with blaſphemies: 
If TL had been hearing the word, then uncleanneſs, 


— 


* hy 


10 
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iz blaſphemies and defpair would hold fue à captive 
be there; if I had been reading, then ſometimes I had - 
ve ſudden thoughts to queſtion all I read; again my 

d, mind would be ſo ſtrangely ſnatched away, that 1 

Ire have neither known, norregarded, norremembered, 

ve | ſo much as. the ſentence that but now I have read. 

to - 107. In prayer alſo I have been greatly troubled 

ap at this time; ſometimes I have thought I have felt 


le, & Him behind me, pull my clothes: He would be alſn 
cContinpally at me in time of prayer, to have done, 


ry break off, make haſte, you have prayed enough, 

11s and ſtay no longer; ſtil drawing my mind away,., _ 
IF Sometimesalfohe would caſt in ſuch wicked thoughts 

or as theſe, That I muſt pray to him, or for him: I 

r- have thought fometimes of that, Fall down, or; if 

ta thou æuilt fall down and worſhip me, Matt. iv. 9. 

at 108. Alſo, when I have had wandering thoughts, 

ot I have laboured to compoſe my mind, and fix it upon 8 

e. i God; then with great force hath the tempter la- \ 

ul i boured to diftrat and confound me, and to turn 

e away my mind, by preſenting ro my heart and 


rs fancy, the form of a buſh; a bull, a beſom, or the 


4, like, as if I ſhould pray to theſe: To theſe he would 
Wis alſo (at ſometimes eſpecially} ſo hold my _ 


. 
* * 
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that I was as if I conld.think of nothing elſe, or 
pray to nothing elſe but to theſe, or ſuch as they. 
199. Vet at times I ſhauld have ſome ſtrong and 
heart affecting apprehenſions of God, and the reality 


of the truth of his Goſpel : But, oh! how. would 


my heart, at ſuch times put forth itſelf with un- 
3 My whole ſqul was then in 
every WOrd ; - | 

that he would be mercifulunto.me; But then I ſhould 
be daunted again with ſuch conceits as theſe; I 
mould think that God did mock at theſe my prayers, 
7 5 d that in the audience of the holy angels, 
fe, fenple nar h dat h hank: 

nothang to do auith my mercy but to bf it on ſuch as 
he. Alas, poor foul ! how art thou decgived! It is 


not far Juch, as thee to hue favour awith the Higheſt. ' 


4. Then hath the tempter come upon me alſo 
with ſpch diſcouragements as theſe ; Yau are wery 
hot far mercy, but 1 will cool you ; this frame ſhall nat 
laft always: Many hawe been as hot as you for a ſpirit, 
but 1 have quenched their zeal; (and with this, ſuch 
and ſuch, who were fallen off, woald be ſet before 
mine eyes.) Then I would be afraid that I ſhould 
do ſo too; But thought I, I am glad this comes into 


T can-. 7 haygh you do (ſaith Satan). I ſhall be 100 


hard for you: I cuill cao! you inſenfibly, by degrees, H 
little and lictle. What care 1, (faith be) though T 
ſeven years in chilling your heart, if I can do it at laſt 


Continually rocking will lull a crying thild aſteep: aul 


Fh it cloſes but 1 cuil have my.cadaccompliſued. T; 


you be burning hot at preſent, yet I can pull you from this © 


fire; 1 ſhall have you; cold before jt be long. 
111. Theſe things brought me into great ſtraits; 
for as I could not find myſelf ſit for preſent death, ſo 


F thought, to live long, would make me yet more 


unfit; for time would make me forget all, oven the 
remembrance of the evil of fin, the worth of Hea- 
ven, and the need I had of the blood of Chriſt to 
waſh me: But, 1 thank Chriſt Jeſus, theſe * 

25 1 


J ſhould cry with pangs a fterGog, 


ch dath hanker afier me, a if 4 had 


- 
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11d not make lack my crying, but rather did put 


me more upon it, Cike her who met with the adul- 
terer, Deut. xx. 20.) In which days that was a 
good word to me, after T had ſuffered theſe things 
a wblle; lan e that neither Rei glith, nor depth, 
aal wor lift, Ic s fro: 

Gog, which is in Chriff Jeſus, Rom. viii. 39. And 
pow I hoped Jong life would not deſtroy me, nor 
make ane miſs of Heaven, , 5 


that in Fer. iii, at the firſt was ſomething to me; 


and ſo was verſe 5. of that chapter; that con 
the 


ws have ſpoken and dong as evil things as we co 
yet we ſhall EF ooo God, My Father, thou art toy 
guide of my youth; and ſhall return unto him. 


13. I had alſo once 2 {weet glance from that in 


2 Cor. x. 12. For he hath mags him to be fin for us, 
who kat u no fin, that we might be made the righteou/- 
neſs of God in him. I remember that one day, as 1 
was ſitting in a neighbour's houſe, very ſad at the 
conſideration of my many. blaſphemies; and as, I 
was ſaying in my mind, What groundehaye 1, io {ay 
that I who have been ſo wile and abominable ſhould 
euer inkerit eternal life? That word came ſuddenly 


upon me, What ſhall aue ſay to theſe things? If God 


be far us, aul can bs againſt #5? Romans viii, 13. 
7 That alſo was an help to me, Becauſe I live, you 
fall live alſo, John xiy. 19. But thele words ware 
but hints, touches, and hort viſits, though very 
ſweet when preſent; only they laſted not; but %% 


0 Peter's ſheet, of @ fudden were eaught up. from. me 


to Heaven again, Acts x, 16. I 4644 
114. But afterwards the Lord did more fully and 
graciouſly diſcover himſelf. unto me, and indeed did 

; uite, not only deliver me from the guilt that hy 
5 theſe things was laid upon my conſcience, but allo. 
A from the very filth thereof; for the temptation was 
removed, and I was put into my right mind again, 
X as other Chriſtians were. 8 


2 @ 


'c. ſhall ſeparate ns from the love of 


112. Vet I had ſome ſupports in this temptation, 


115.5 


| | 
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© 115. I remember that one day, as I was muſing 
on the wickedneſs and blaſphemy of my heart, and 
conſidering the enmity that was in me to God, that 


Scripture came into my mind, He hath made peace i 


by the Blood of kis croſs; Col. i. 20. by which I. was f 
made to ſee, both again and again, that God and my 75 
ſoul were friends by his blood; yea, I ſaw that the 


Juſtice of God and my ſinful ſoul could embrace 


and kiſs each other, through his blood. This was 
a good day to me; I hope [ ſhall never forget it. 
116. At another time, as I fat by the fire in my 
houſe, and muſing on my wretchedneſs, the Lord 


made that alſo a precious word unto me, Ferafmiich ih 
then as children are partakers of the fleſh and blood, he 


45 Aim ſelf likewiſe took part of the Jame, that throug h ; 2 q 
death he might deſtrey him that had the power of death, WW 
that is, the Devil; and deliver thoſe who, ' through the 


fear of death, were all their life ſubjec to bondage, Wl 


Feb. ii. 14. 15. I thought that the glory of theſe 
words was then fo weighty on me, that I was both | 
once and twice ready to ſwoon as I fat; yet not with 
grief and troftble, but with ſolid joy and peace. 

117. At this time I alſo ſat under the miniſtry of 
holy Mr. G ford. whoſe doctrine, by God's grace, 


was much for my ftability. This man made much F 


his buſineſs to deliver the people of God from all | 
thoſe falſe and-unſound teſts, that by nature we are 
prone to. He would bid us take ſpecial heed that we 
took not up any truth vpon truſt; but cry mightily | 
to God, that he would convince us of the reality 
thereof, and ſet us down therein by his own ſpirit 
in the holy word: For, ſaid he, if you do other- 
wiſe, when temptation comes, if ſtrongly upon 
ou, you not having received them with evidence 
from Heaven, will find you want that help and 
Rrength now to refiſt that once you thought you had. 
118. This was as ſeaſonable to my ſoul: as the 
former and latter rains in their ſeaſons; for I had 
found, and that by ſad experience, the truth of 
thele his words: Wherefore I found my ſoul, 
through 
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nuſing Mhrough grace, very apt to drink in this doctrine, 
t, and Ind to incline to pray to God, that in nothing that 
d, that Wertained to God's glory, and my own eternal hap- 
peace Mineſs, he would ſuffer me to be without the confir- 
I- was ation thereof from Heaven; for now I ſaw clearly, 
nd my Ihe difference betwixt the notion of the fleſh 'and, 
at the Wlood, and the revelation of God in Heaven: Alſo 
brace great difference betwixt that faith that is feigned, 
is was Und according to man's wiſdom, and of that which 


it. emes by a man's being born thereunto of God, 
in my att. xvi. 15. 1 Jolm v. 1. 3 
Lord 119. But. oh! now, how was my ſoul led from 


nuch Muth to truth by God! Even from the birth and 
4, he F&radle of the Son of God, to his acceſſion, and 
rough WEcond coming from Heaven to judge the world. 
eat, 120. Truly, I then found, upon this account, 
2h the Ihe great God was very good unto me; for, to 
lage, hy remembrance, there was not any thing that I. 
theſe len cried unto God to make known, and reveal 
both into me, but he was pleaſed todo it for me; I mean, 
with ot one part of the Goſpel af the Lord Feſas, but 
AL was orderly led into it: Methought I faw with 
y of reat evidence, from the four Evangeliſts the won- 
ace, Merful works of God, in giving Jeſus Chriſt to ſave us, 
auch from his conception and birth, even to his ſecond 
all oming to judgment: Methought I was as if L had 
Ween him grow up; as from the cradle to the croſs; 


are | „ 
t we to which alſo; When he came, I faw how gently he 
tily {gave himſelf to be hanged, and nailed on it, for my 
ity Ims and wicked doing. Alſo as * Was muting on ; 


this his progreſs, that dropped on my ſpirit, He was © 
ordained for the ſlaughter, 1 Pet. i. 12, 20. 
pon 121. When 1 have conſidered alſo the truth of 
nce his reſurrection, and have remembered that word, 
and Touch me not, Mary, Oc. I have ſeen, as if he had 
ad, Wlcaped out of the grave's mouth for joy, that he 
the was riſen again, and had got the conqueſt over our 42 
dad dreadful foes, John xx. 17. I have allo, in the 9 
of Spirit, ſeen him à man, on the right hand of God 5 
ul, Ithe Father for me; and have ſeen. the manner of 
gh 1 5 | his 


IIrit 
ler- 


Scripture that did. wonderfully maintain Ir. 
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his coming from Heaven, to judge the world with 


glory, and have been confirmed in theſe things hy 
theſe Scriptures following, Acts. i. 9, 10. 1 vn, 
56. and x. 42. Heb. vii. 24- and Viti. 38. Kev. 
1. 18. 1-Thef. iv. 17, 18. 5 

122. Once 1 was troubled to know whether the 


Lord Jeſus was a man as well as God, and God as 


well as man: And truly, in thoſe days, let 
men ſay what they would, unleſs I had it with 
evidence from Heaven, all was nothing to me: 
Well, I was much troubled about this point, and 


could not tell how to be reſolyed: At laſt, that in | Fo 


Rev. v. came into my mind, And I behelq, and lo, in 
the midſt of the throne, and of the four beaſts, and in the | 
mid/t of the elders, Hood a lamb, In the midit of the 


| _ throne, thought I, there is the God-head; in 


the midſt of the elders, there is the Man- hood: 


But oh! methoyght this did 1 It was a 


goadly touch, — aye me ſweet ſatis faction. 
That other Scripture did alſo belp me much in this, 
To us achildis born, to us a fon is gi ven, and the govern- 
ment ſha'l be upon his ſhau'!ders : And his. name ſhall be 
called Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty God, the. E ver- 


aſting Father, the Printe of Peace, Ne. 1/ai. ix. 6. 


123. Alſo, beſides theſe aching ot God in his 


word, the Lord made uſe of two things-to confirm 


me in this truth; the one was the errors of the 
Duckers, and the AT on was the guilt of fin: For as 
the Qua ters did oppoſe the truth, fo God did the 
more confirm me in it, by leading me into the 


124. The errors that this PEae's then maig- 


tained, were, , 
1. That the Hop Serigeares auere net the word of 


4. That every map in "hs r had the hut of 
cir has Fes aith, Sc. a 
3. That Chit Feſus, at x | and. Sing, 
Aer hundred years ago, did fun b Juice 
r Eos 11 4 
4. That 


* * - 
8 F. * 
* e 


4. That Chrif's Set and bled was within the 


by Wants. OO. _ 8 Pn 
vii, i F. That the Bodies of the good and bad that are 


buried in the church-yard, ſhall not ariſe again. 
6. That the reſurrection is paſt with . good men 


already. 


7. That that man Feſus, that 3 erucified between 
Two Thieves en Mount Calvary, in the land of 


th NTanaan, by Jeruſalem,. vas not aſtended above the 
e: Narry Heavens, A | . 
nd 8. Thet he ſhould not, even tlie [ame Jeſus that died 
in tlie hand of the Jews, come again at the laſt day; 
in and, as man, judge all nations, Ge. 


125. Many more vile and abominable things were 


he in thoſe days fomented by them, by which I was. 
in driven to a more narrow ſearch of the Scriptures, 
] : nd was not only enlightened, but greatly con- 
a Wirmed in the truth; and as I ſaid, the guilt of ſin did 
n. help me much; for ſtill as that would coms upon me, 
is, be blood of Chriſt did take it off again, and again, 


and again; and that top ſweetly, according to the 


be (Scripture. O friends! cry to God to reveal Jeſus 
r- hhriſt unto you; there is none teacheth like hum, 


126. It would be too long here to ſtay, to tell 
you in particular how God did ſet me down in all 
e things, of Chriſt; yea, and alſo how he dig 
open his words unto me, and make them ſhine. 
before me, and cauſe them to dwell with me, talk 
with me, and comfort me over and over, both of 
his own being, and the being of his Son, and 
Spirit, and Word, and Goſpel. „ 
127. Only this, as I ſaid before, I will ſay 
KP you again, that in general he was pleaſed 
to take this courſe with me; Firſt, T's ſuffer me 
Io be afflicted with temptations concerning them, 
and then reveal them to me. As ſometimes 1 
ſhould lie under great guilt for fin, even cruſhed 
„ io. the ground. therewith 5 and then the Lord 
5 yould mew me the. death of Chriſt; yea, and fo 
- Wiprankle wy. conſcience with his blood, * | 
. - | | tha 


U 


ſeals thereon, all hanging in my ſight: Now cou! 
J remember this manifeſtation ; and would often 


temptations, I did greatly long to ſee ſome ancient 
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that conſcience, where but juſt now*did reign an- 
rage the law, even there would reſt and abide the 
peace and love of God, through Chriſt, _ 
128, Now I had an evidence, as I thought, o 
my ſalvation from Heaven, with many golde 


long and defire that the laſt day were come, that! 
might be for ever inflamed with the ſight, and joy 
and communion, with him whoſe head was crownec 
with thorns, whoſe face was ſpit upon, and bod) 
broken, and ſou] made an offering for my fins: Fot 
whereas before I lay continually trembling at the 
mouth of Hell, now methought I was got ſo fa 
therefrom, that I could not, when I looked back 
ſcarce diſcern it: And oh! thought I, that I wer: 
fourſcore years old now, that I might die quickly, 
that my ſoul might be gone to reſt. „ 

129. But before J had got thus far out of theſe my 


godly man's experience, who had with ſome hundreds 
of years before I was born: Well, after many ſuch 
longings in my mind, the God, in whoſe hands are 
all our days and ways, did caſt into my hand (one 
day) a book of Martin Luther's; it was his com. 
ment on the Galatians; it aiſo was ſo old, that it 
was ready to fall piece from piece, if I did but turn. 
it over, Now | was pleaſed much, that fuch an old 
book had fallen into my hands; the which, when I 
had but a little way peruſed, I found my condition 
in his experience, ſo largely and profoundly handled, 
as if his book had been written out of my heart. 
This made me marvel; for thus thought I, This man 
could not know any thing of the ſtate of Chriſtians 
now, but muſt needs write and ſpeak the experi- 
ence of former days. $7 159 5 

- 130: Beſides, he doth moſt gravely alſo, in that 
book. debate of the riſe of theſe temptations, namely, 
blaſphemy, deſperation, and the like; ſhewing that 
the law of Moſes, as well as the Devil, * 


ell, hath a rey great hand therein: The which, 
firſt, was very ſtrange to me; but conſidering and 
atching, I found it ſo indeed. But of particulars 


2 and 
e the 


it, of 
ode 
ou! 
often 
lat | 
Joy, 
nee 
bod; 
For 
t the 
o fa 
back 
wert 


KI, 


have ſeen, as moſt fit for a wounded conſcience. 
hriſt dearly : Oh! methought my ſoul cleaved unto 


d him as hot as fire; but I did quickly find that my 
reat love was but too little; and that I, who had, 
I thought, ſuch burning love to J+-ſus Chriſt, 
puld let him go again for a trifle: God can tell 
Ow to abaſe us, and can hide pride from man. 
duickly after this my love was tried to the purpoſe. 

122. For after the Lord had, in this manner, thus 
Wraciouſly delivered me from this great and ſore 
emptation, and had given me ſuch ſtrong conſola- 
ion and bleſſed evidence from Heaven, touching 
y intereſt in his love through Chriſt ; the tempter 
ame upon me again, and that with a more grievous 
nd dreadiul temptation than betore, 


e my 
dient 
reds 
ſuch 
s are 
— oft Slaſed Chrift, to exchange him for the things of 
* 10 his life, for anything. Ihe temptation lay upon 
: 010 inually, that I was nut rid of it one day in a month; 


en! 


tion nleis when I was aſleep. | | 
* 134. And though, in my judgment, I was per- 


vaded, that choſe who were once effectually inChriſt, 
as J hoped, through his grace, I had ſeen myſelf) 
ould never lole him for ever: Fer the /and ſhall not 
pe ſold for ever, for the land is mine, ſaith God, 
v. XXV. 23.) Yet it was a continual vexation to 


gart. 
man 
ians 
eri- 


— hought within me againſt a Chriſt, a jeſus, that had _ . 
— lone tor me as he had done; and yet then I had 

at me an UE DAG: GONE 5. © 
ans Imoſt none others but ſuch blaſphemous ones. 


ell. 
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ere, I intend nothing; only that I do prefer this 
ook of Martin Luther upon the Galatians, (except- 
og the Holy Bible) before all the Books that ever. 


131. And now I found, as I thought, that I loved 


im, my affections cleaved unto.him: I felt my love 


133. And that was, Zo ell and part evith the 


ne jor the ſpace ot a year, and did follow me ſo con- 


o not ſometimes one hour in many days together, | 


ie, to think that 1 ſhould have ſo much as one ſuck. 


153. But 


and ſtrength thereof; for it did always, in almol 


this, or ſell Chriſt for that ; ſell him, fell him. 


' hours together, | have been forced to ſtand as conf 


I had conſented to it; but then I ſhould'be as tort: 
tured upon a rack, for whale days together, 


a value on him, even until I ſcarce well knew whe:: 
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135. But it was neither my diſlike of the thought 
nor yet any deſire and endeavour to refiſt it, that in 
the leaſt did ſhake or abate the continuation or force 


whatever I thought, intermix itſelf therewith in, ſuch 
ſort, that I could neither eat my food, ſtoop for a pin, 
chop a ſtick, or caſt mine eye to look on this or that 
but till the temptation would come, Sel! Chriſt fo 


136. Sometimes it would run in my thoughts, not 
ſo little as a hundred times together, Sell him, ſil 
him, fell him : Againſt which, I may ſay for whole 


tinually leaning and forcing my ſpirit againſt it, le 
haply, before I were aware, ſome wicked though 
might ariſe in my heart, that might conſent thereto: 
and ſometimes the tempter would make me beljer: 


137. This temptation did put me to ſuch ſcare; 
leſt I ſhould at ſometimes, I ſay, conſent thereto, 


and be overcome therewith, that by the very fore. 
of my mind, my very body would be put into action, 8 
or motion, by way of puſhing or thruſting with my 0 
| hands or elbows; ſtill anſwering as faſt as the ts 


deſtroyer ſaid, Sell him + 7 will not, 1 will not, Till 
nit; no, not for thouſands, thouſands, thouſands 1 
«corlds; Thus reckoning, left I ſhould ſet too loy 


I was, or how to be compoſed again. Z 
138. At theſe ſeaſons he would not let me eat m; 
food at quiet; but, forſooth, when I was ſet at the 


table at any meat, I muſt go hence to pray; 1 mui 
leave my food now, and juſt now, {o counterfeit ho) 53 
alſo would this Devil be. When I was thus tempted 4 
I ſhovld ſay in myſelf, Now 1 am at meat, let u 
made an end: No, tazd he, you muſt do it now, or yoi win 
' ewill. diſpleaſe God, and deſpiſe Chriſt, Wheretorf ©" 
I was much afflicted with theſe things; and becauſ⸗ f 


of the ſinfulneſs of my nature (imagining that theſe 
| wer 
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were impulſes from God) I ſhould deny to do it, as 
if I denied God; and then ſhould I not be as guilty, 
becauſe I did not obey a temptation of the Devil, 
as if I had broken the law of God indeed. _ 
139. But to be brief: One morning as I did lie 1 
tin my bed, I was, as at other times, moſt fiercely az 
aſſaol'2d'with'this temptation, Zo /ell and part with | 
Chrift; the wicked ſuggeſtion ſtill running in my 
mind, Sell him, ſell him, fell him, fell him, ſell him, 
as faſt as a man could ſpeak : Againſt which alfo in 
my mind, as at other times, I aniwered, No, no, not 
zr thouſands, thouſands, thouſands, at leaſt twenty 
imes together: But at laſt, after much ſtriving, I 
elt this thought paſs through my heart, Let him go if * 
be vill; and I thought alſo, that I felt my heart 


1255 Freely conſent thereto. Oh! the diligence of Satan! 
„h! the deſperateneſs of man's heart! | 


140. Now was the battle won, and down fell I, 
as a bird that is ſhot from the top of a tree, into great 
guilt, and fearful deſpair. Thus getting out of my 
bed, I went m- ing into the field; but, God knows, 
ith'as heavy an heart as mortal man, I think, could 
dear; where, for the ſpace of two hours, I wasllke 
a man bereft of life; and, as now, paſt all recovery, 
and bound over to eternal puniſhment. | 
141. And withal, that Scripture did ſeize upon 
ny foul: Or prophane perſon, as Klau, who for one 
rel of meat, fold his birth. riglt: For ye know, 
ow that afterwards, when he would have inherited 
he bleſJing, he was rejected; for he found no place of 
epentance, though he fought it carefully with tears, 
eb. xii. 16, 17. | 


| mull 142, Now was I as one bound; I felt myſelf ſhut 
2s p into the Judgment to come; nothing now, for 
nt ed {cars together, wouldabide with me, but damnation, 


nd an ex pectation of damnation: I ſay, nothing 
ow would abide with me but this, ſave ſome few 
noments for relief, as in the ſequel you will fee. 

143: Theſe words were to my foul, like fet:ers 


t theſ f brats to my legs, in che continual ſound of 
2:5 ho which 
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from all ſin, 1 John i. 7. 
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which I went for ſeveral months together. But 
about ten or eleven o'clock. on that day, as I was Ito 
walking under a hedge (full of ſorrow and guilt, Ito! 
God knows) and bemoaning myſelf for this hard pla 
hap, that ſuch a thought ſhould ariſe within me, reli 
ſuddenly this ſentence ruſhed in upon me, The blood BM 
of Chrift remits all guilt, At this 1 made a ſtand in rg 
my ſpirit: With that this word took hold upon me, 2 
The blocd of Jeſus Chriſt, his oaun Son, cleasſed u: Icon 


144. Now I began to conceive peace in my ſoul; ali 
and methought I ſaw as if the tempter did leer and geln 
ſteal away from me, as being aſhamed of what he Hat. 
had done. At the ſame time alſo J had my fin, and Inet 


the blood of Chriſt, thus repreſented to me: That igh 


my fin, when compared to the blood of Chriſt, was no Non: 
more to it than this little clod or ſtone before me is 1 
to this vaſt and wide field that here I ſee. This gaveſhgin. 
me good encouragement for the ſpace of two orffþe; 
three hours; in which time alſo, methought I ſaw... 
by faith, the Son of God, as ſuffering for my fins |,” ;, 
But becauſe it tarried not, I therefore ſunk in myſh;q 
ſpirit, under exceeding guilt again. | 
145. But chiefly by the afore-mentioned Serip- A 
ture concerning: £/ar”s ſelling of his birth · right; 
for that Scripture would lie all day long in my mind; 
for when 1 would ſtrive. to turn me to this Scrip- 
ture or chat, for relief, ſtill that ſentence would 
be ſounding: in me: For ye know how that after- 
avards, auen he cuould have :nherited the ' bleſſing, 
tie found no place of repentance, thuugh he foug it it 
— EE ie Fro he 
146. Sometimes, indeed, I ſhould have a touch 
from that in Luke xxii. 31. I fave prayed for thee 
tf at thy faith fail not; but it would not abide upon 
me; neither could 1, indeed, when J conſidered my 
ſtate, find ground to conceive in the leaſt, that 
there ſhould be the root of that grace in me, having 
ſinned as I had done. Now waz | tore and rent in 18 
an heavy caſe for many days together, I. 
2. ada e 4s ”S 147. The 
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But 147. Then began I, with fad and careful heart, 
was Ito conſider of the nature and largeneſs of my fin, and 
zuilt, Ito ſearch into the word of God, if I could in any 
hard place eſpy a word of promiſe, by which I might take 
me, relief, Wherefore | began to conſider that of 
blood Wart iii. All manner of fins and blaſphemies ſhall be 
nd in Nargi ven unto the ſons of men, cuherewwith ſoever they ſhall 
1 me, /aſpfeme Which place, methought, at a bluſh, did 
d u contain a large and glorious promiſe for the pardon 
Pf high offences; but conſidering the place more 
foul; rally, I thought it was rather to be underſtood, as 
and pelating more chiefly to thoſe who had, while in a 
at he atural eflate, committed ſuch things as there are 
and Wnentioned ; but not to me, who had not only received 
Thatſhight and mercy, but that had both after, and alſo 
as no ontrary to that, ſo {lighted Chriſt as J had done. 
ne 5 148. 1 feared therefore that this wicked fin of 
Zavenine, might be that fin unpardonable of which he 
orſthere thus ſpeaketh: Baut he that ſhall blaſplieme 
fav gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, hath never forgiveneſs, but 
fins Wh; ;» danger of eternal damnation, Mark iii. And L 
n myhid the rather give credit to this, becauſe of that 
. Wentence in the Helreaus For you know how that 
CIP Brfermards, when he <vould have inherited the 5e ing, 
ind te was rejected; for he found no place of repentancey 
udien he ſought it carefully with tears. And this 
tuck always with m. be 
149. And now was I both a burden and a terror 


Jo o myſelf; now was I weary of my life, and yet 
TO fraid to die, Oh! how gladly now would I have 


deen any body but myſelf! any thing but a man, 
nd in any Condition but my own ! for there was no 
hing did paſs more frequently over my mind, than 
hat 1t was impoſſible for me to be forgiven my tranſ- 
rreflion, and to be faved from the wrath to come. 
150, And now I began ts call back time that was 
aſt; wiſhing a thouſand times twice told, that the 
lay was yet to come, when J ſhould be tempted to 
uch a ſin; concluding with great indignation, both 
gainſt my heart, and all _ how I would rather 

| have 
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+ 


have been torn in pieces than be found a conſen; 
. thereto. But alas! theſe wiſhing3.and reſolvings we 
now / too late to help me; this thought had paſſed n 
. heart, God hath let me go, and I am fallen. Oh 
thought I. „et it avas with me as in months paſt, 
in the days when God preſerved me! Job xxix. 2. 
151. Then again I began to compare my fin wit 
others, to ſee if I could find any of thoſe who we 
ſaved had done as I had done. So I conſider: 
David's aduitery and murder, and found them mo 
heinous crimes; and thoſe too committed after ligt 
and grace received: But yet, by conſidering, I per 
ceived that his tranſgreſſions were only ſuch as wer 
againft the law of Mojzs, from which the Lord Chri 
could, with the conſont of his word, deliver hinf 
ut mine was againſt Goſpel; yea, againſt th 
Mediator thereof, I had ſold my Saviour, 
135 2. Now again, ſhould I be as if racked upq 
"the wheel, when I conſidered, That, beſides th 
guilt that poſſeſſed me, J ſhould be ſo void d 
grace, fo bewitched! What thought I, muſt | 
be no fin but this? Maſt it needs be the great tram 
 grefſions ? Pſalm xix. 13, Muſt that wicked on 
touch my foul? 1 John v. 18. Ch! what ſting 
did I find in all thele ſentences ! 
153. What, thought J. is there bat one fin tha 
is unpardonable? But one fin that layeth the ſoul 
_ without the reach of God's mercy; and muſt I bf 
guilty of that? Is there but one fin, among ſo man 
millions of tins, for which there is no forgiveneſs 
and mult I commit this? Oh, unhappy fa! On 
unhappy man! Theſe things would io break an 
"confound my ſpirit, that I chought at times the) 
would have broke my wits; and it:1! to aggravat 
my miſery, that weuld run in my mind, You kno 
hew, that afterwards, when he would have inherit: 
the bleſſing, he was rejedted. Oh ! no one knows tht 
terrors ot thoſe days but myſelf, 
154. After this I began to conſider of Peter“ 
| fin, waich he committed in denying his maſter : And 
1 | | indeed 
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deed, this came nigheſt to mine of any that 1 
ould find, for he had denied his Saviour, as I, aſter 


1Tent 


'S Wer | F ; 
Ted nWig ht and mercy received; yea, and that too, after 
0:warning given him. I alſo confidered, that he did 


once and twice; and that, after time to conſider 
betwixt. But though I put all theſe circumſtances 
ogether, that, if poſſible, I might find help, yet 
[ conſidered again, that his was but a Denial of his 


haſt, 


2. 
in Wit 
o We! 
ſidere 
m mo 
r. ligb 
I pes 


'herefore I thought with my myſeif, that I came 

earer to Judas, than either to David or Peter. 
155. Here again my torment would flame out 

and aMict me; yea, it would grind me, as it were, 


Che o powder, to conſider the preſervation of God 
„ hin{MWowards others, while I fell into the ſnare; for I 
ft 1M&ovld evidently ſee, God preferved: them, notwith- 
| anding their wickedneſs, and would nor let them, 
1 up? he had let me, become a ſon of perdition. 

las th 156. But oh! how did my ſoul at this time prize 


he preſervation that God did ſet about his people! 
Ah, how ſafely did I ſee them walk, whom God 
ad hedged in! They were within his care, pro- 
ection, and ſpecial providence: Though they 
were full as bad as I by nature; yet, becauſe he 
oved them, he would not ſuffer them to fall without 


01d d 
nuſt 
tram 
d ont 
; ſting 


in tha he range of mercy : But as for me, he would not 
je ſoupreſerve me, nor keep me; bur ſuffered me becauſe 
{ bel was a reprobate, to fall as | had done. Now did 


hoſe blefled places that ſpeak of God's keeping his 
eneſs People, ſhine like the ſun before me, though nor to 
On omtort me, yet to ſhew me the bleſſed ſtate and 
k aud eritage of thoſe whom the Lord hath bleſſed. 


) many 


the 157. Now I faw, that as God had his hand in all 


ravarF$ © providences and diſpenſations that overtook his 
| left; ſo he had his hand in all the temptations that 


V Rn : 
rin hey had to ſin againſt him; and alſo to leave them 
ws tb or a time to tuck things only that might not deſtroy, 


put humble them; as might not put them beyond, 
Peter Mat lay them in the way of the renewing his mercy. 
Ant oh! what love, what care, what kindneſs and 
deed | C2 mercy 


zaſier,, but mine was, a Selling of my Saviour. 
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differed from that, which in truth 1s unpardonable: | 


the locuſt, and driven from trouble to ſorrow; 


thought with myſelf, there might be more ways tha 4: 


* 


mercy did I now ſee, mixing itſelf with the moſt 

ſevere and dreadful of all God's ways to his people! 
He would let David, Hezthiah, Solomon, Peter, and 1 
others fall, but he would not let them fall into the ſin Wl | 
unpardonable, nor into Hell for ſin. O! thought 
J, theſe be the men that God hath loved; theſe be 
the men that God, though he chaſtiſeth them, keeps if \ 


them in ſafety by him. But all theſe thoughts added 


ſorrow, grief, and horror to me, and was killing n 
to me. If I thought how God kept his own, that t 
was killing to me; if I thought of how I was fallen MW 
myſelf, that was killing to me. As all things f 
wrought together for the beſt, and to do good to H ; 
them that were the called, according to his purpoſe; MW ,, 
ſo I thought that all things wrought for my damage, 
and for my eternal overthrow. 

158. Then I began to compare my ſin with the 
fin of Judas, that, if poſſible, I might find if mine 


And oh! thought I, if it ſhould differ though but 
the breadth of an hair, what a happy condition 15 
my ſoul in! And by conſidering, I found that Zug 
did this intentionally, but mine was againſt prayer 
and ftrivings : Beſides, his was committed with much 
deliberation, but mine in a fearfu] hurry on 2 
ſudden: All this while I was toſſed to and fro like 


— 


hearing always the ſound of E/au's fall in mine ears, be 
and the dreadful conſequences chercof. 11 

159. Yet this conſideration abcut Judas's fin was fo 
for a while, ſome little relief to me; for 1 ſaw 1 had we 
not, as to the circumſtances, tranſgreſſed ſo fully 1. 
as he. But this was quiekly gone again, for 7/ 


one to commit this unpardonable fin ; wherefore, fol 4, 
aught I yet could perceive, this iniquity of min thi 
might be ſuch as might never be patted by. 

160. I was oftin now aſhamed that I ſhould b 
like fach an ugly man as Judas: I thought all 
how lotheſome 4 ſhould be unto all the ſaints in tht 
: dal 
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ſcience, but I ſhould feel my heart tremble at him, 
while I was in his preſence, Oh! now I ſaw a 
glory in walking with God, and what a mercy it 


eeps was to have a good conſcience before iim 
ded 161, I was about this time tempted to content 
ling Wl myſelf by receiving ſome falſe opinions; as, That 
that there ſhould be no ſuch thing as a day of judgment: 
len That we ſhould not riſe again; and that fin was no 
ings WF ſuch grievous thing: The tempter ſuggeſting thus: 
d to Bf For if theje things ſhould indeed be true, yet to believe 
Doſe; otherwiſe, Il yield you eaſe for the prejent, If you 


age, 
drive the thoughts of damning out of your 'mind, by 


1 the pofſeijing your mind with ſome juch concluſions that 
mine Atheiſts and Ranters uſe to help themſelves withal, 
ble: 162. But, o when ſuch thoughts have led 


but 
on 13 
Fudan 
rayer 


through my heart, how, as it were within a ſtep, 
hath death and judgment been in my view ! But me- 
thinks, I ſee by this, that Satan will uſe any means 
to keep the foul from Chriſt; he loveth not an 


much awakened frame of ſpirit; ſecurity, blindnels, 


on 2 darkneſs, and error, is the very kingdom and 
d IikeW habitation of the wicked-one, 5 
row; 163. I found it a hard work now to pray to God, 

| becauſe deſpair was ſwallowing me up; | thought 
I was as with a tempeſt, driven away from God; 
for always when I cried to God for mercy, this 


let me fall; not to my correction. but my 3 
My fin is unpardonable: and ] know concerning lad, 
how that after he had ſola his birth rizht, he wwonld 
have received the bleſjing, but was ryedted, About 
this time | did trghc on that dreadtul ſtory of that 
miſerable mortal Francis Spira; a book that was to 


freſh wound :; Every ſentence in that book, every 
groan of that man, with all the reſt of his actions 
in his colours, as his tears, his prayers, his gnaſhing 

4 2 of, 


day of judgment; inſomueb, that now [ could fearce 
ſee' a good man, that I believed had a good con- 


muff periſh, never torment yourſe!f ſo much before-hand; 


would come in, 71s too late, I am left, God hath 


my troubled ſpirit, 2 {alt, when rubbed into a 
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of teeth, his wringing of hands, his twilling, .and 
languiſhing, and pining away uhder that mighty 
hand of God that was upon him, was as knives and 
daggers in my ſoul ; eſpecially that ſentence of his 
was frigh ul to me, Man knows the beginning of” An, 
but who bounds the iſſues thereof ? Then would the 
former ſentence, as the concluſion of all, fall like 
an hot thunderbolt again upon my conſcience: For 
you know how that afterwards, when he <would have 
inherited the bleſſing, he was rejected; for he fund no place 
of repentance, though he fought it carefully with tears. 
164. Then ſhould | be ſtruck into a very great 
trembling, inſomuch that I could, for whole days 
together, feel my very body, as well as my mind, 
to ſhake and totter under the ſenſe of this dreadful 
judgment of God: I felt alſo ſuch a cloggiug and 
heat at my ſtomach; by reaſon of this my terror, 
that I was, eſpecially at ſome times, as if my breaſt- 
bone would ſplit aſunder; then ] thought of that 
concerning Judas, who by his falling headlong, burſt 
aſunder, and all his bowels guſhed cut, Acts ji. 
| 165. J feared alſo that this was the mark that 
God did ſet on Cain, even continual fear and trem- 
bling, under the heavy load and guilt that he had 
charged on him for the blood of his brother Abel. 
Thus did | twine and ſhrink under the barden that 


was upon me, ſo that I could neither ſtand nor go, 


nor he either at reſt or quiet. | 
166. Yet that ſaying would ſometimes come into 
my mind, He hath received gifts for the rebeilious, 
Pla], Ixviii. 18. The rebellious, thought 1! Why, 
ſurely they are ſuch as thoſe who, atter they have 
ſworn ſubjection to his government, have taken 
up arms a gainſt him; and this, thought I; 18 my 
very condition: I once loved him, feared him, 
ſerved him; but now lama rebel; I have fold him, 
J have laid, Let him g. ii he auill; but yet he has 
gifts for rebels; and then why not for me. 
167. This lometimes I thought on, and ſhould 
labour to take hold thercof ; but in this allo I miſled 
C5 
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Savio 
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after | 
But 


of my deſire; J was driven with force beyond it; 
I was like a man going to execution, even by that h 
place where he would fain creep in and hide 3,4 
himſelf, but may not. 5 | 5 | 
168. Again, after I had thus confidered the fins _ 
of the ſaints in particular, and found mire went 
beyond them. then I began to thick with myſelf, 
Set the caſe I ſhou!d put all zhezrs together, and ine 
alone againſt them, might 1 not then find encou- | 
ragement! For if mine, though bigger than any * 
fone, yet ſhould be bur equal to all, then there is | Vii 
hopes; for that blood that hath virtue enough in it SEL 


to waſh away all theirs, hath virtue enough in it to 9 
waſh away mine, though this one be full as big, 4... 2M 
if not bigger than all theirs, Hefe again, I would. 12 
conſider the fin of David, of S:lomon, of Manaſſeh, of 9 


Peter, and the reſt of the great offenders; and ſhould 
alſo labour, what | might with fairneſs, to aggravate 
and heighten their fins by ſeve: ul circumſtances. 
169. I ſhould think with myſelf that David ned 
blood to cover his adultery, and that by the ſword ' | 
of the children of Ammon; à work that could not be | £4 
done, but by continnance, deliberate contrivance, © * 44 
which was a great agoravation to his fin. But then 1-6 
this would turn upon me: Ah! but theſe were but a 
fins againſt the law, from which there was a jeſus \ 
ſent to ſave them; but your's is a fin againſt the , "mi 
Saviour, and who ſhall ſave you from that? fe bn 
170, Then I thought on Solomon, and how he ;. 
ſinned in loving ſtrange women, in falling away to _—_ 
their idols, in building them temples, in doing this | N 
after light, in his old age, after great mercy received: | 
But tne ſame conc:uion that cut me off in the 
former conſideration, cut me off as to this; namely, 
That all thoſe were but ns againſt the law, for which 
God had provided a remedy; but had fold my © 
Saviour, and there remained no more ſacrifice tor fin. | 
171. 1 would then add to theſe men's fins, the ſins =_ - 
of Manaſſeh; how that he built altars for idols in the ; | 
houſe ot the Lord; he allo obſerved times, uſed: _ 
C4 7 enchantmeats,, _—_ | 
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.enchantments, had to do with wizards, was a wizard» 


Wherefore J could not refrain, but fled, though at 
5 ſometimes 


had his familiar ſpirits, burned his children in the 2 
fire in ſacrifice to Devils, and made the ſtreets of "I 
Jeruſalem run down with the blood of innocents, 1. 
Theſe thought I, are great ſins, fins of a bloody Fo 
colour; but yet it would turn again upon me, Te ** 

are none of them of the nature of yours; you have parted 
with Feſus, you have fold your Saviour. | me 
172. This one conſideration would always kill my af 
heart, my fin was point-blank againſt my Saviour; An 
adnd that too, at that height, that J had in my heart co 
ſaid of him, Tet him go if he will, Oh! methought be 
this fin was bigger than the fins of a country, of a a 
Kingdom, or of the whole world, no one pardonable, L 
not all of them together, was able to equal mine; fir 
mine outwent them every one. | ru 
173. Now I ſhould find my mind to flee from bt 
God as from the face of a dreadful judge; yet this D 
was my torment, I could not eſcape his hand; (I. C 
3s a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living Pp: 
God, Heb. x.) But, bleſſed be his grace, that m 
Scripture, 1n theſe flying fits, would call, as running Ii 
after me, I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy p 
ages: ; and as a cloud thy fins : Return unto me, 7. 
for I have redeemed thee, Iſal. xliv. 22. Ihis, I ay, m 
would come in upon my mind, when I was fleeing h 
from the face of God; that is, my mind and tpirit 0 
fled before him; by reaſon of his highneſs, I could u 
not endure : Then would the text cry, Return unto me; b 
it would cry with a very loud voice, Return unto me, ſl 

for I have redeemed thee. Indeed, this would make 
me make a little top, and, as it were, look over my f 
Moulder behind me, to ſee if I could diſcern that t 
the God of grace did follow me with a pardon in 0 
his hand; but I could no ſooner do that, but all 1 
would be clouded and darkened again by that C 
ſentence, For you knuw, howy that afterwards, when 1 
he would have inherited the bleſſing, he found no place of 1 
' repentance, though he ſouglit it carefully with tears. \ 
q 


d * * 
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{ſometimes it cried, Return, return, as it did hollow 


the after me : But I feared to cloſe in therewith, left 
of ir ſhould not come from God; for that other, as 
its. T ſaid, was ſtill ſounding in my conſcience, For you 
dy know, that afteravards, aulien he would have inherited 
iey the bleſſing, he was rejected, &c. | 

ted 174. Once as I was walking to and fro in a good 


man's ſhop, bemoaning my ſad and doleful ſtate 


ny afflicting myſelf with ſelf-abhorrence for this wicked 
of and ungodly thought ; lamenting alſo that I ſhould 
* commit ſo great a fin, greatly fearing I ſhould not 
he be pardoned; praying alſo, that if this ſin of mine 


"ag did differ from that againſt the Holy Ghoſt, the 
© Lord would ſhew it me: And being now ready to 
- 3 fink with fear, ſuddenly there was, as if there had 

ruſhed in atthe window, the noiſe of wind upon me, 


m but very pleaſant, and as if I heard a voice ſpeaking, 


Is Didft thou ever refuſe to be juſtified by the blood of 
J  Chrit? And withal, my whole life of profeſſion 


8 paſt was in a moment opened to me, wherein I was 
' IH made to ſee, that deſignedly I had not: So my 
8 heart anſwered groaningly, No. Then fell, with 
y power, that word of God upon me, Ses that ye 


5 refuſe not him that ſpeaketh, Heb. Ai. 25. This 
„made a ſtrange ſeizure upon my ſpirit; it brought 
4 light with it, and commanded a ſilence in my heart 
r of all thoſe tumultuous thoughts, that did before 
I uſe, like maſterleſs hell-hounds, to - roar and 
; bellow, and make an hideous noiſe within me. It 
ſhewed me alſo that Jeſus Chriſt had yet a word of 

race and mercy for me, that he had not, as I had 
eared, quite forſaken and caſt of my ſoul; yea, 


deſparation ; a kind of threatening of me, if I did 
not, notwithſtanding my fins, and the heinouſneſs 
of them, venture my ſalvation upon the Son of God. 
But as to my determining about this ſtrange diſ- 
penſation, what it was, | know not; or from 
| Whence it came, I know'not ; I have not yet in 
twenty years time been able to make a judgment of 


Cy 


this was a kind of check for my pronenels to. 


its * 


| 
[ 


” ' mercy, would ſhew pity to me, and have 
| BY wretched ſinful foul. EE, 176, Which 
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it; I thought then what here I ſhould be lothe to ſpeak, 
But verily that ſudden ruſhing wind was, as if an 
angel had come upon me, but both it, and the 
falvation, I will leave until the day of judgment; 


only this I ſay, it commanded a great calm in my | 


ſoul ; it perſuaded me there might be hope: It 
fhewed me, as I thought, what the ſin unpardonable 
was, and that my ſoul had yet the bleſſed privilege 
to flee to 2 Chriſt for mercy. But I ſay, con- 
eerning this diſpenſation, I knew not what to ſay 
unto it yet; which was alſo. in truth, the cauſe, 
that at firſt I did not ſpeak of it in the book ; I do 
now alſo leave it to be thought on by men of ſound 
judgment. I lay not the ſtreſs of my ſalvation there- 
upon, but upon the Lord Jeſus, in the promiſe ; 
yet ſeeing I am here unfolding of my ſecret things, 
I thought it might not be altogether inexpedient to 
let this alſo ſhew itſelf, though I cannot now relate 
the matter as there I did experience it. This laſted 
in the ſavour of it for about three or four days, and 
then I began to miſtruſt, and to deſpair again. 

175. Wherefore ſtill my life hung in doubt before 
me, not knowing which way 1 ſhould tip; only this 
J found my ſoul defire, even to caſt itſelf at the foot 
of grace, by prayer and ſupplication. But oh! *twas 
hard for me now, to have the face to pray to this 
Chriſt for mercy, againſt whom I had thus moſt 
vilely ſinned: Twas hard work, I ſay, to offer to 
look him in the face, againſt whom I had ſo vilely 
ſinned ; and indeed I have found it as difficult to come 


to God by prayer, after backſliding from him, as 


to do any other thing. Oh! the ſhame that did 
now attend me! eſpecially when I thought, I am 
now a going to pray to him. for mercy, that I had 


fo lightly eſteemed but a while before! I was 


aſhamed ; yea, even gonfounded, becauſe this villainy 


had been committed by me: But I ſaw that there was 


but one way with me; I muſt go tohim, andhumble 
myſelf unto him, and beg that he, of his wonderful 


e mercy upon 


bk 


— bas (D W 
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that he once did ſay to the prophet, concerning the 
WS is | C 6 . p 
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176. Which when the tempter perceived, he 


ſtrongly ſuggeſted to me, That I ought not to pray to 


God; for prayer was not for any in my caſe; neither 
could it do me good, becauſe I had rejectea the Mediator, 
by whom all prayers came with acceptance to God the 
Father ; and without whom no prayer could come into, 
his preſence: Wherefore now. to pray; ſeeing God has 
caſt you off, is the next <vay to anger and offend. him: 
more than you ever did before. os: 


177. For God (ſaith he) hath been weary of you fur 


your bawlings in his ears hath been no pleaſant voice to 
him ; and therefore he let you fin this fin, that you might 
be quite cut off; and æuill you pray /till ? This the Devil 
urged, and ſet forth that in Numbers, when Moſes 


_ ſaid to the children of 1/rael, That becauſe they would 


not go up to poſſeſs the land, when God would have them, 
therefore for ever after he did bar them out, from 
thence, though they prayed they might æuitli tears, 
Numb. xiv. 36, 27, Sc. „ 9 

178. As 'tis ſaid in another place, Exed. xxi. 14. 
The man that ſins preſumptuouſly ſhall be taten from 
God's altar, that he may die; even as Foab was by 
King Solomon, when he thought to find ſhelter there 
1 Kings li. 27, 28, Co - Theſe places did pinch. 
me very fore; yet I. thought with myſelf, 1 can but 
die; and if it muſt be ſo, it ſhall once be ſaid, That 
ſuch an one died at the foot of Chriſt in prayer. This: 
I did, but with great dificulgy, God doth know; 
and that becauſe ſtil} that ſaying about £/au would be 
ſet at my heart, even like a fla ming ſword, to keep 
the way of the tree of lite, leſt I ſhould take thereof 
and live. Uh! who knows how hard a thing E 
found it, to come to God in.prayer / _ 

179. I did alſo defire the prayers of the people of 
God for me, but I feared that God would give them 
no heart to doit; yea, I trembled in my ſoul to- 
think, that ſome or other of them wouid ſhortly. 
tell me, chat God hath ſaid thoſe woras, to them, 


children 


ns 
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theſe ſeveral years already, becauſe you are none of his; 


children of Tfrael; Pray not for this people, for I 
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have rejected them, Jer. xi. 14. 80, Pray not for 
him, for I have rejected him. Yea, I thought that 
he had whiſpered this to ſome of them already, only 
they durſt not tell me ſo; neither durſt I aſk them 
of it, for fear if it ſhould be fo, it would make me 
quite beſide myſelf Man knows the beginning of fin, 
{faid Sprira) but who bounds the iſſues thereof ? 

180. About this time I took an opportunity to 
break my mind to an ancient Chriſtian, and told him 
all my caſe: I told him alſo, that I was afraid that 
1 had finned a fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt; and he 
told me, He thought fo too. Here therefore I had 
but cold comfort; but talking a little more with 
him, I found him, though a good man, a ſtranger 
to much combat with the Devil. Wherefore I went 
to God again, as well as I could, for mercy ſtill. 

181. Now alſo did the tempter begin to mack me 
in my miſery, ſaying, That ſeeing I had thus parted 
with the Lord Jeſus; and provoked him to diſpleaſure, 
who <cvould have ſtood between my foul and the flame of 
devouring fire, there auas now but one way, and that 
«vas, To pra that God the Father would be the 
mediator betwixt his Son and me; that we might 
be reconciled again, and that I might have that 22 
benefit in him, that his bleſſed ſaints er jched. 

182. T hen did that Scripture ſeize upon my ſoul, 
He is of one mind, aud who tan turn him? Oh! I ſaw, 
*twas as eaſy to p-1\uade him to make a new world, 
a new covenant, or new Bible, beſides that we have 
already, as to pray for ſucha thing : And then would 


that ſaying rend my ſoul aſunder, Neither is there 


fatvoation in any other; for there is none other name 
under Heaven, given among men, whereby we muſt bs 


Javed, Acts iv. 12. 


183. Now the moſt free, and fully, and gracious 
words of the Goſpel, were the greateſt torment to 


me; yea, nothing ſo afflicted me, as the thoughts 


ef jeſus Chriſt, the remembrance of a Saviour; 
Hvthing did twinge my confcience like this: OE 
gp | ing 
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thing that I thought of the Lord Jeſus, of his grace, 
love, gaodneſs, kindneſs, gentleneſs, meekneſs, 
death, blood, promiſes, and bleſſed exhortations,com- 


forts, and confolations, it went to my ſoul like a 


ſword; for ſtil}, unto theſe my conſiderations of the 
Lord Jeſus, theſe thoughts would make place for 
themſelves in my heart; Aye, this is the Jeſus, the 


loving Saviour, the Son of God, whom you have parted 
avith, aum you have flighted, deſpiſed, and abuſed.- 


This is the only Sawiour, the only Redeemer, the only one 
that could fo love finners, as to waſh them from their fins 


in his own moſt precious blood ; but you have no part nor 


let in this Jeſus; you have put him from you; you have 
| /aid in your heart, Let him go if he will, No 


therefore you are ſevered from him ; you have ſevered 

your/elf from him : Behold then his goodneſs, but yourſelf 

to be no partaker of it] Oh! thought I, what have 

J loſt! What have I parted with! What has diſin- 
+, 


herited my poor ſoul! Oh! 'tis ſad to be diftroyed 


by the grace and mercy of God; to have the 
lamb, the Saviour, turn lion and deſtroyer, Rev. vi. 


1 alſo trembled, as I have ſaid, at the fight of the 


ſaints of God, eſpecially at thoſe that greatly loved 
him, and that made it their buſineſs to walk con- 
tinually with him in this word; for they did, both 
in their words, their carriage, and all their 
expreſſions of tenderneſs and fear to fin againſt their 


precious Saviour, condemn, lay guilt upon, and 


alſo add continual affliction and ſhame unto my ſoul. 
The dread of them va. upon me, and I trembled at 
Eod”s Samuels, 1 Sam. xvi. 4. ; 
184. Now alſo the tempter began afreſh to mock 
my ſoul another way, ſaying, That Chrift inaced did 
pity my cafe, and was ſorry for my loſs ; but foraſmuch 
as 1 had finmed and tranſprefſed as I had done, he could 


| by no means help me, nor /ave me, from what 1 feared 7 


for my fin was not of the nature of theirs for whom he 
bled and died; neither was it counted with thoſe that 
were laid to his 3 when he hanged on a tree : 


Therefore, unleſs ie ſhould come dun from ä 
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62 GRACE ABOUNDING TO 
aud die ane c for this fin, though indeed he did greatly 
pity me, yet I could have no benefit ef him. Theſe things 
may ſeem ridiculous in themſelves, but to me 
they were moſt tormenting cogitations ; every one 
of them augmented my miſery, that Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhould have io much love as to pity me, when yet 
he could not help me too; nor did I think that the 
reaſon why he could not help me, was becauſe his 
merits were weak, or his grace and ſalvation ſpent 
on others already, but becauſe his fai els to 
his threatenings, would not let himextend his mercy 
to me. Beſides, I thoughtas I have already hanted, 
that my fin was not within the bounds of that pardon 
that was wrapped up in a promiſe; and if not, then 
I knew ſurely, that it was more eaſy for heaven 
and earth to paſs away, than for me to have eternal 
life. So that the ground of all theſe fears of mine, 
did ariſe from a ſtedfaſt belief I had of the ſtability 
of the holy word of God, and alſo from my being 
miſinformed of the nature of my fin, - | 
185. But oh! how this would add to my affliction, 

to conceit that J ſhould be guilty of ſuch a fin, for 
which he did not die. Theſe thoughts did ſo con- 
found me, and impriſon me, and tie me up from 
faith, that I knew not what todo. But oh !. thought 
1, that he would come down again! Oh! that the 
work of man's redemption was yet to-be done by 
Chriſt! How would I pray him and intreat him to 
count'and reckon this lin among the reſt for which 
he died! But this Scripture would ſtrike me down as 
dead! Chriſt being raiſed from the dead, dieth no more; 
Death hath no more dominion over him, Rom. vi. g. 
186. Thus, by the ſtrange and unuſual aſſaults of. 
the tempter, my ſoul was like a broken veſlel, driven 
as with the winds, and. toſſed ſometimes. headlong 
into deſpair; ſometimes upon the cavenant of works, 
and ſometimes to wiſh that the new covenant, and 
the conditions thereof, might, ſo far forth as LI 
thought myſelf concerned, be turned another way, 


and changed. Hut in all theſe, 1 was as theſe tat. 
wo 5 5 Jeſtle 


2 


3 
* 


JJC 


wy 


THE CHIEF OF SINNERS. 63 


ile againſt the rocks; more broken, ſcattered, an 
rent, Oh! the unthought of imaginations, frights, 
fears, and terrors, that are affected by a thorough 
application of guilt yielding to deſperation ! This 
is the man that hath his dwelling among the tombs with 


the dead; that is always crying out, and cutting himſelf * 


<vith tones, Mark v. 1, 2, 3. But I fay, all in vain; 
deſparation will not comfort him, the old covenant 
will not ſave him; nay, Heaven and earth ſhall paſs 
away, befare one jot or tittle of the word and law of 
grace will fail or be removed This I ſaw, this I felt, 
and under this I groaned; yet this advantage I got 


| thereby, namely, a farther confirmation of the 


certainty of the way of ſalvation ; and that the 
Scriptures were the word of God. Oh! I cannot 
now expreſs what I then faw and felt of the ſteadi- 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt, the rock of man's ſalvation :. 
What was done, could not be undone, added to, 
not altered. I ſaw, indeed, that fin might drive 
the ſoul beyond Chriſt, even the ſin which is un- 
pardonable; but woe to him that was ſo driven, 
for the word would ſhut him out. ta 

187. Thus was [I always ſinking, whatever 1 did 
think or do. So one day I walked to a neighbouring 
town, and ſet down upon a ſettle in the ſtreet, and 
fell into a very deep pauſe about the moſt fearful 
ftate my ſin had brought me to; and after long 
muſing, I lifted up my head, but methought I ſaw, 
as if the ſun that ſhineth in the Heavens did grudge 


to give light; and as if the very ſtones in the. ſtreet, 


and tiles upon the houſes, did bend themſelves 
againſt me, O how happy now was every Creature 
over I was! For they ſtood faſt, and kept their 
ſtation, but I was gone and loſt. | | 
188. Then breaking out in the bitterneſs of my 
ſoul, I ſaid to myſelf, with a grievous ſigh, How 
can God comfort ſuch a wretch ! | had no ſooner iaid 
it, but this returned upon me, as an echo doth | 
anſwer a voice, This in is not unto death, At which 


I was, as if I had been raiſed out of the grave, aud 
| cried 
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cried out again, Lord, how couldft thou find out ſuch 
a word as this ? For I was filled with admiration at 
the fitneſs, and at the unexpeRednef; of the 
ſentence ; the power and ſweetneſs, and light, and 
glory that came with it alſo, was marvellous to me 
to find: I was now, for the time, out of doubt, 
as to that about which I ſo much was in doubt 
before; my fears before avere, that my fin was not 
pardonable, and ſo that I had no right to pray, to 
repent, &c. or that if I did, it would be of no 
advantage or profit to me. But now, thought 
I, if zhis /in is not unto death, then it is pardonable ; 
therefore from this I have encouragement to come to 
God by Chriſt for mercy, to conſider the promiſe 
of forgiveneſs as that which ſtands with open arms 
to receive me as well as others. This therefore 
was a great eaſement to my mind, to wit, that my 
ſin was pardonable, that it was not fin unto death, 
1 John v. 16, 17. None but thoſe that know what 
my trouble (by their own experience) was, can 
tel] what relief came to my ſoul by this con- 
ſideration: It was a releaſe to me from my former 
ſtorms : I ſeemed now to ſtand upon the ſame 
ground with other ſinners, and to have as good right 
to the word and prayer as any of them. | 
189. Now, I ſay, I was in hopes that my fin was 
not unpardonable, but that there might be hopes 
for me to obtain forgiveneſs, But oh! how Satan 
did now lay about him for to bring me down again ! 
But he could by no means do it, neither this day, 
nor the moſt part of the next, for this ſentence 
ſtood like a mill- poſt at my back: Yet towards the 
evening of the next day, I felt this word begin to 
leave me, and to withdraw its ſupportation from 
me, and ſo | returned to my old — again, but 
with a great deal of grudging and peeviſſincſs, for 
I feared che ſorrow of deſpair; nor could my faith 
now long retain this word, 
190. But the next day at evening, being under 
many fears, I went to ſeek the Lord, and as [ 


, prayed, 
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rayed, I cried, and my foul cried to him in theſe 
words, with ſtrong cries: O Lerd, J beſeech thee, 
few me that thou haſt loved me with everlaſting loue, 
ſer, xxxi. 3. I had no ſooner ſaid it, but with 
ſweetneſs this returned upon me, as an echo, or 
ſounding again, I hawe loved thee with an overigfing 
love. Now I went to bed in quiet; alſo when 
awaked the next morning, it was freſh upon my 
ſoul ; and I believed it. | „ 

191. But yet the tempter left me not, for it could 
not be ſo little as an hundred times, that he that 
day did labour to break my peace. Oh! the com- 
bats and conflicts that did then me-t win! as 


I (trove to hold by this word, that of E/au would 


fly in my face like lightning: I ſhould be ſome- 
times up and down twenty times in an hour; yet 
God did bear me out, and keep my heart upon this 
word ; from which I had alſo, for ſeveral days 
together, very much ſweetneſs, and comfortable 
hopes of pardon: For thus t was made out to me: 
loved thee awhilft thou was committing this fin, I loved 
thee before, J lobe thee flill, and I will love thee 


for ever. 


192. Yet I ſaw my fin moſt barbzrous, and a 
filthy crime, and could not but conclude, with 
great ſhame and aſtoniſhmen:, that 1 had horridly 
abuſed the Holy Son of God; whereſote I felt my 
ſoul greatly to love and pity him, and my bowels 
to yearn towards him; for I ſaw he was ſtill my 
friend, and did reward me good for evil; yea, 
the love and affection that then did burn within me 
to my Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, did work at 
this time ſuch a ſtrong and hot deſire of revenge- 
ment upon myſelf for the abuſe I had done unto 
him, that, to ſpeak as I then thought, had LI a 
thouſand gallons of blood within my veins, I could 
freely then have ſpilt it all, at the command and 
feet of this my Lord and Saviour. 

193. And as I was thus amuſing, and in my 
Audies, conſidering how to love the Lord, and to 
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66 GRACE ABOUNDING TO 
expreſs my love to him, that ſaying came in upon 
me, I/ thou, Lord, ſponlauſt mark iniquities, O Lord, 
who ſhould tand! Bat there is forgivent)s with thee, 
that thou mayeſt be frared, Plalm cxxx. 2, 4 Theſe 
were good words to me, eſpecially the Jatter part: 
thereof; to wit, That there is forgiveneſs with 
the Lord, that he might be feared; that is, as 1 
then underſtood it, That he might be loved, and 
had in reverence; for it was thus made cut to me, 


ö 
That the great Cid 15 ſet ſo high an efteem upon the . 
Lowe of his poor creatures, that rather than ht wouldgo ve 


Wit Hout their love, he would pardon their tranſgreſſion. 7 
194. And now was that word fulfilled on me, 
and I was alſo refreſhed by it; 7 hen ſhall tliey be for 
aſhamed and confounded, and never open their mouths 
auy more. becai'ſe of their Shame, <when I am pacified 
\. Toxward's them for al” that they have done, ſaith = 
ird God, back. xvi. 36. Thus: was my ſoul, to 
this time (and as, | then did think for ever) {et ſa 
at liberty from bei ing affli Red: Wt. a och former gn 0 
and amazement. 1 
195. Bat before many wickets were gone 1 began ti 
to deſpond again, fearing, leſt, nowithilanding all m 
that I had enjoyed, that might be deceived and n 
deſtroyed at-ithe laſt; for chis conſideration came f 
ſtrong into my mind, That æbldate ver comfort and 
peace I th 0% t # might, have from the word of the 
promiſe of life, yet . anle/s there could be Feand in my 
4 refreſſument, a concurrence and agreement in the Scrip- 
tures, let me think 'avhat { erill thei eof, and hold it 
never fo faſt, 1 ſhould find no ſuch thing at the end; ſor 
the Scriptures! caunit be broken, Iohm x. 35. 

196. Now began my heart again to ache, and 
fear L might meet with à di- appointment at laſt, 
Wherefore I began with all leriouſnets-to examine 
my former comfort, and to conſider whether one that 
had finned as I had done, might with confidence 
truſt upon the faithfalneſs of God, laid down in 
thele words, by which | had been comtorted, and on 
which I had leaned myſelf: But no were n 
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heſe ſayings to my mind, For it is impoſſible for thoſe 


ho abere once enlightened,” and have taſted the heavenly 
rift, and were made partalers of the Ho!y Ghoſt, and 
have taſted the greed word of God, and the powers of 
the world to come, if they ſhall fall away, ts renew 
them again unto repentance, Heb. 6: For, if <ve /it 

wilfully, after we have received the Fnoxwledge of the 
tr W there remains no more ſacrifice for fin, but a 
certain fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery indig- 
nation, which ſhail devour the adverſaries, Heb. x. 
even as Eſau, who, for one morſel of meat, ſold his 
birtheright. For he know how that afterwards, when 
he would have inherited the ble ing, he was rejected; 
for he found no place of repentance, though he fought id 
carefully with tears, Heb. xii. 

197. Now was the word of the Goſpel forced from 
my ſoul! ſo that no promiſe or encouragement was 
to be found in the Bible for me: And now would that 
ſaying work upon my ſpirit to afflict me, Rejoice not, 
O Hrael, for joy, as other people, Hoſea ix. 1. For 
I few indeed, there was cauſe of rejoicing for thoſe 
that held to Jeſus; but as for me, I had cut 
myie!t off by my tranſgreſlions, and left myfelr 
neither foot-hold, nor hand-hold, among all the 
ſtays and props in the precious word of Ife. 

193, And truly, I did now feel myſelf to fink 
into a* gulph, as an houſe whoſe foundation is 
de! Rroyed ; I did liken ae onny condition, unto 
the caſe of a child that was fallen into a mill-pir, 
wao though it could make ſome ſhitt to ſcrabble 
and ſprawl in the water, yet becauſe it could find 
neither hold for hand nor foot, therefore at laſt it 
muit die in that condition. So ſoon as this freth 
aſlault had faſtened on my ſoul, that Serip:ure came 


into my heart, This far many days, Dan. x. 13. 


And indeed I found it was ſo; for 1 could not be 
delivered, nor brought to peace again, until well 
nigh two years and an half were compleatl) hn. ſhed. 
Wherefore theſe words, though in themieives they 


tended to no dilcoutagement, yet to me, who 


feared 
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feared this condition would be eternal, they were 
at ſometimes an help and refreſhment to me. 

199. For, thought I, many days are not for ever, 
many days will have ad end; therefore, ſeeing I was 
to be afflicted not a few, but many days, yet I was 
glad it was but for many days. Thus, I fay, I 
could reca! myſeif ſometimes, and give myſelf an 
help; for as ſoon as ever the word came intomy mind, 
at firſt, | knew my trouble would be long, yet this 
would be Hut ſomietimes; for I could not always think 
on this, nor ever be helped by it, though I did. 

200. Now while theſe Scriptures laybefore me, 
and laid fn anew at my door, that ſaying in Luke 
xviil. I. with others, did encourage me to prayer: 
Then the tempter again laid at me very ſore, 
ſuggeſting, Tha: neither he mercy of God, nor yet the 
| blood of Chriſt, did at all concern me, nor could they help 
me for my ſin; therefore it avas but in vain to pray. 
Zet, thought I, 1 will pray. But, (ſaid the tempter) 
your fin is unpardonable. Mell, ſaid I, F will pray. 
It is to no boot, ſaid he, Yet, ſaid I, I wil! pray. 
So | went to prayer to God; and while | was at 
prayer, TI uttered words to this effect: Lord. Satan 
cells me, that neither thy mercy, nor Chriſt's blood, is 
Sufficient to jave my foul : Lord, ſhall I honour thee moſt, 
by believing thou wilt, nor cant ? or him, by believing 
thou neither wilt, and canſt? Lord, I would fain 
honour thee, by believing thou wilt and canſt. 

201. And as I was thus before the Lord, that Scrip- 
ture faſtened on my heart, O man. great is thy faith! 
Mat. xv.28, even as if one nad clapped me on the 
back, as I was on my knees before God: YetT 
was nt able to believe this, that this was a prayer 
of faith, till almoſt fix months after; for 1 could 
not think that 1 had faith, or that there ſhould be 
a word for me to act faith on; therefore 1 ſhould 
{till be, asfticking in the jaws of deſparation and 
went mourning up and down in a ſad condition. 

202. There was nothing now that I longed for 
more than to be put out of doabt, as to this thing 
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THE CHIEF OF SINNERS. 
in queſtion ; and as I was veheme tly deliring te 
know, if there was indeed hope for me, theſe 
words came rolling into my mind: Will the Lord 
caſt off for ewer? And will he b favourable no more? 


Is his mercy clean gon: for evir ? Doth his promiſe fail 
for evermore ? Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? Hath 


he in anger ſhut up his tender m.rces ? Pla). Ixxvii. 
7, 8, 9. And all the while they run in my mind, 
methought I had ſtill this as the 'anſwer. *77s a 
gueſtion auliethier he hath or no: It may be he hath not. 
Vea, the interrogatory ſeemed to me to carry in it a 
ſure affirmation that indeed he had not. nor would 
ſo caſt off, but would be favonrable : That his pro- 
miſe doth not fail, and that he hath not forgotten 
to be gracious, nor would in anger ſhut up tender 
mercy : Something alſo there was upon my heart 
at the ſame time, which I now cannot call to mind, 


which, with this text, did ſweeten my heart, and 


make me conclude that his mercy might not be 
quite gone, nor gone for ever. ; 

203, At another time I remembered, I was again 
much under this queſtion, Whither the blood of Chriſt 
was ſufficient to ſave my ſo.:l ? In which doubt I cone 
tinued from morning, till about ſeven or eight at 
night; and at laſt, when I was, as it were, quite 


worn out with fear, leſt it ſhould not lay hold on 


me, the 'words did ſound ſuddenly within my 
heart, He is able: But methought, this word able, 


was ſpoke loud unto me; it ſhe ed a great word, 


it ſeemed to be writ in great letters, and gave ſuch 


a joſtle to my fear and doubt (I mean for the time 


it tarried with me, which was abopt a day) as 
I never had from that, all my life, either betore 
or after, MH. vii. 25. _ „ 
204. But one morning as I was again at prayer, 
and trembling under the fear of this, That no word 
of God could help me, that piece of a ſentence darced 


in upon me, My grace is, Hciiut. t his methought 
1 felt ſome ftay, as if tnere might be hopes. Bat, 
oh! how good a thing it is for God to ſend his 


word! 
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word ! for about a | fortnight befor e. 1 was looking 4 


this very place, and then 1 thought it.cauld not come 


near my ſoul with comfort, therefore I threw down 


my book in a pet: Then I thought:it was not large 
enough for me; no, not large enough, but now it 
was as if it had arms of grace ſo wide, that it could 
not only incloſe me, but many more beſides. 
205. By theſe words 1 was ſuſtained, yet not 
without exceeding conflicts, for the ſpage of ſeven or 
eight weeks; for my peace would be in it, and out, 
ſometimes twenty times a day; comfort now, and 
trouble preſently; peace now, and be fore I could go 
a furlong, as full of fear and guilt as ever heart could 
hold: And this was not only now ard then, but 
my whole ſeven weeks experience: For this about 
the ſufficiency of grace, and that of Eſau's parting 
with his birth-righr, would be like a pair ot ſcales 


Within my mind; ſometimes one end would be up- 


permoſt, and ſometimes again the other; according 
to which would be my peace or troubles. DO AP 

206. Therefore I dio ſtill pray to God, that he 
would come in With his Scripture more fully on 
my heart; to wit, that he would help me to apply 
the whole ſentence, for as yet I could not. That 
he gave, that I gathered; but further I could not 
go, for as yet it only helped me to hope there 


might be mercy for me, My grace is ſufficient :” And 


though it came no farther, it anſwered my former 


queſtion ; to wit, That there was hope; yet becauſe 
for thee, was left out, I was not contented, but 


prayed to God for that alſo. Wherefore, one day, 
as J was ina meeting of God's people, full of ſadneſs 
and terror; zor my fears again were ſtrong upon 
me; as 1 was now thinking, my ſoul was never the 
better, but my caſe moiſt ſad and fearful, theſe 


words did with great power ſuddenly break in 


upon me; My grace is ſufficient for, the, my grace is 


ufficient for thre, my grace is ſufficient far thee, three | 
times together: And oh! methought that every 
word was a mighty word unto me; 28 ny and grace, 


41d 


ſometimes are ſtill, far bigger than others be. 

20%. At which time my underſtanding. was ſo 
enlightened, that I was as though I had ſeen the 
Lor Jeſos look down from Heaven, through the 


tiles, upon me, and direct theſe words unto me. 


This ſent me mourning home; it broke my heart, 
and filled me full of joy, and laid me low as the duſt; 
only it ſtayed not long with me, I mean in this glory 
and refreſhing comfort; yet. it continued with me 
for ſeveral weeks, and did encourage me to hope: 
But as, ſoon as that powerful operation of it was 
taken from my heart, that other, about Z/au, re- 
turned upon me as before; ſo my ſoul did hang as in 
a pair of ſcales again, ſometimes up and ſometimes 
down; now in peace, and anon again in terror. 
208. Thus I went on for many weeks, ſome- 
times comforted, and ſometimes tormcnted ; and 
eſpecially at ſometimes my torment would be very 
ſore, for all thoſe Scriptures afotenamed in the 
Hebrews would be ſet before me, as the only 
ſentences, that would keep me ou: of Heaven. 
Then again I ſhould begin to repent that ever that 
thought went through me; I ſhould allo think 
thus with myſelf: Muy, how many Scriptures are 
there again/t me? Thire are but three or four; and 
cauuot God miſs them, and ſav? me for ail them / 
Sometimes again I ſhould think, Oh/ if it were 
not for theſe three or four awordg, now how might 1 
te comforted! And I could hardly forbear at ſome- 
times, to wiſh them out of the bock. 
209. Then methought I ſhould fee as if both 
P.ter and Paul, and Fohn, and all the writers, 
did look with ſcorn upon me, and hold me in deti- 
ſion; and as if they had ſaid unto'me, All our werds 
are truth, one of as much force as the other : It is not 


abe that have cut you off, but you have caſt away your ſelf: 
There is none of our ſentences that you muſt take hold 


upon, but theſe, and ſuch as theſes It is impoſſible, there 
remains no more ſacrifice for fin, Heb. vi. And it had 
5 5 been 
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and /«ficient.. and for. thee ; they were then, and 
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"-mandment delivered unto them, Heb. x, For th 


then was I quiet; but if that of Eſau, then tormented. 


and joy. And as 1 was in a mute about this 
thing, that Scripture came home upon me, Mercy 


I am apt to think it was of God, for the word of 
the law and wiath, muſt g ve place to the word of 


kack ABOUNDING To 


Been better for them not to have known the will "of Gal, 
than after they hail known it, to turn from the holy cin. 


Scriptures cannot be broken, 2 Pet. ii. 21. 42-1 
210. Theſe are the elders of the city of refuge, 
Tſaw, were to be the judges both of my caſe and me, 
while I ſtood with the avenger of blood at my heel; 
trembling at their gate for deliverance ; alſo witli 
a thouſand fears and miſtruſts, * doubted that be 
would ſhut me out for ever, Joſhua xx. 3, 4. | 
211. 7{ hus was I confounded, not knowing what 
to do, or how to be ſatisfied in this queſtion, 
I hither the Scriptures could agree with the ſalvatin 
of my foul? | quaked at the Apoſtles ; I knew their 
words were true, and that they muſt ſtand for ever. 
212. And | remember, one day, as I was in 
divers frames of ſpirit, and conſidering that theſchh. 
frames were according to the nature of ſeveral Scrip- 
tures that came in upon my mind; if this of grace, 


Lord, thought I, if both theſe Scriptures ſhould meet in 
my heart at once, I wonder which of them would gil 
the bittir of me. So methought I had a longing mind 
that they might come both together upon me; 
yea, I deſired of God they might. | 
213 Well, about two or three days after, ſo Fo, 
they did indeed: They bolted both upon me at aſþ,jje, 
time, and did work and ftruggle ſtrongly in me for 
a while; at laſt that about Zjau's birth- right began 
to wax weak. and withdraw, and vaniſh; and this 
about the ſufficientcy of grace prevailed with peace 


reyoiceth ovrr judgment, James ii. 13. 
214. I his was a wonderment to me, yet tru!y 


lite and grace; becauſe, though the word of con- 
demnation be glorious, yet the word ot life and 


fal vation doth far exceed in glory, 2 Cor. ii. 8. 
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hat Moſes and Elias muſt both vaniſh, and leave 


iſit my ſoul : And him that cometh to me, I will in 
2 wiſe caſt out, Oh! the comfort that I had from 
his word, in no wiſe! As who ſhould ſay, by no ' 
rant, for nothing whatever he hath done. But Satan — 
ould greatly labour to pull this promiſe from me, 1 
elling of me, That Chriſt did not mean me, and ſuck — x 


me, him, any him : Him that cometh to me, I will in 


his queſtion, But do you come aright? And I have 
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110; 11. Mark ix. 5,6, 7. Joh vi. 37. Alſo 


hriſt and his ſaints alone. | 
Scripture did alſo now moſt ſweetly 


215. This 


I, but finners of a lower rank, that had not done as 
had done. But I would anſwer him again, Satan. 
ere is in theſe words no ſuch exceptions, but him that 


ci caſt out, And this I well remember fill, 
hat of all the flights that Satan uſed to take this 
cripture from me, yet he pever did fo much as put 


ought the reaſon was, becauſe he thought I knew 
11 well what coming aright was; for I ſaw, that to 
me aright, was tocome as | was, a vileand ungodly 
nner, and ſo caſt myſelf at the feet of mercy, con- 
emning myſelf for fin. If ever Satan and I did 
tive for any word of God in all my life, it was for 
fi- good word of Chriit ; heat one end andIatthe 
her: Oh! what work we made! It was for this 
Fehn, I ſay, that we did fo tug and ſtrive; he 
illed, and I pulled, but, God be praifed, I over- 


zme him; 1 gopalgeetneſs from it. 


216. But, notwithſtanding all theſe helps, and 
eſſed words of grace, yet that of Efau's ſelling 
his birth-right would ſtill at times diſtreſs my 
nſcience ; for though I had been moſt ſweetly 
mforted, and that but juſt before, yet when that 
me into my mind, *rwould make me fear again; 
ould not be quite rid thereof, it would every 
y be with me: Wherefore now I went another 
iy to work, even to conſider the nature of this 
aſphemous thought; 1 mean, if I ſhould take the 
ds at the largeſt, and give them their natural 
5 D foree 


GRACK ABOUN DING. 10 


Forceand | ſcope, even every word therein: So when 
I had. ch $ Fonfeerell, I found, that if they were 
fairly taken, they would amount to 'this : That 1. 
had, free deft, the Lord Jeſus Chrift to his choice, 
abet ier q would be mH Saviour or no for the wicked 
words were theſe, Lt him go if he will, Then that 
Scripture, gave me hope, I <vill. newer leave thee, 
nor. forſake thee, Heb. viii. 5. O. Lord, ſaid I, but I 
44 2 5 0 Then, it al. wer again, But I avill 
not leave thee. . For this I thanked God alto. 

217. Vet 5 was grievous afraid he ſhould, and 
found it tagen. hard to truſt him, ſeeing I had 
ſo offende im; J. could have been exceeding 
glad that this thought. had never befallen; for 
then I thought 1 could, with more eaſe and free. 
dom in abundance, have. leaned on his grace. I 

ſaw it was with me, as it was with Jeſeplibs bre- 
thren; the guilt of their own wickedneſs aid often 
fill them. with, fears that their, brother would at laſt 
deſpiſe chem, Gen. |. 16. 16, Gr. 

218. Yet above all the Scriptures that I 70 did 
meet. with, that in, Jeu xx. was the greateſt comfort 
to me, wh hich ſpeaks of the ſlayer" that was to flee 
for refug e: And if. the avenger of blood purſue the 
Najers t wen, ſaith Meſcs, they that are the elders of 
the ci: T7 a refuge ſhall not delimer him into his hands, 
becauſe he, jmte his neighbour unwittingly, and hated 
him not aforetime., Oh! bleſſed, be God for this 
word: I was convinced that I wagadhe ſlayer; and 
that the avenger of blood purſued me, I felt with 
great terror; only now it remained that I enquire 

whether Ts right to enter the city of refuge: 

Sol fe und, that he muſt not, who: /ay in wait to 
hed Bad: 16 Was. not the,wvilful murderer, but be 
who un gl di. it, he vho did ic una wares; not 
out of ip; te, or grudge, or malice, ne that ſhed it 
LAI Hing 96 even he Who did not hate his nei ghbour 
before. heretore, oe ae 25 000 

219. 1 thought verily I was, the man that muſt 

enter, becauſe I had ſmitten my neighbour un. 

PS | evittingly, 


* — 


* KY — 1 — 
1 e 
> J l "ur — 8 
* — — 2206" I — - 7 
" K - - * * I = * 
+. ” 6 Hs" 
DF > wy, * 
X _ To — 88 = ate. we bi 7 
Ne yu ings oi : my 3 _ 7 2 * 
n = N. Bad bh e * 4 7% 
N . N 4 pe e 3 N * « i & 
- SE re 2 7 1 ne b, : 2 . a 
r r. n * n 22 N k 
a 3 * — m3 4.4 Fx 2 . +; 
a ——_— Ac 1 "+ p it * . p [ 
- o n - . 8 
F 4 , * — $ : a Seal” ö 2 =M : - So 
* I * - * Fits — 
* 93 L 1 12 
N 4 * e . 
* P 3 - (17 
th * * Res. 
' „ N 
s o : "6: : 
* * . ts. 


4b fb. — = . 
Gon" F: 


— 
n > * 
8 hd <8 

— 2 
3 


. 
28 WE wy 0-7 
— — r 

— — 4 


— 
— = * 4 = 
VV — wy bo 
—_— 2 2 7 
, * a, — 
N * F<, 
— * — > 
- — — — — * 
—— * 4 — N 
a 98 
— 


—_—  —— — 


— — 
8 
Ws. 


a. 


— — —— — 
* — * wan 2 — 
0 * * . — * 2 . 
: 1 
— — — - - * 
> 


— » 59 
> —_— —— cn 2 2 
< — — — ©. 


þ de . F 
k > 3 * 


W 
rig "CHIEF or SINNERS. SEEN 2.5 


1 and Bed. Aim not aforetimec' I hated him 
not a foretime; no, I prayed unte him, was tender 
of ünning againſt him; yea, and againſt this wicked 
temptation. I had, ſtrove for twelve months before; 
yea, andialſo when it did paſs e my heart, 
it did in ſpite of my teeth: Wherefore I thought 
J had a right. to enter this city, and the elders, 
which. are the Apoſtles, were not to deliver me up. 
This therefore Was great comfort to me, and gave 
me much ground of hope. N 
220. Yet being very dritiead, for my ſmart had 
made me that I knew not what ground was ſure 
enough.to bear me, I had one queſtion that my ſoul 
did much deſire to be reſolved about; and that was, 
Whether it be poſſible far any ſoul that hath indeed finneu 
the unpardonable ſin, yet after that to receive though but 
the leaſt true ſpiritual comfort from God through Chriſt ? 
The which, after I had much conſidered, I found 
the anſwer. and No, they _— net 3 -. and that for 
theſe reaſon ?? 2 
.. 221. Firſt, Becauſe thoſe that lare ſinned that 
ſin, they are debarred a ſhare in the blood of Chriſt, 
and being ſhut out of that, they muſt needs be void 
of the leaſt ground of hope, and ſo of ſpiritual 
comfott, For to ſich there remains 119 more ſacrifice for 
n, Heb. x. 20, 27. Secondly,” A they are 
denied a ſhare in the promiſe of life: T hey /hall 
never. be. forgiven, neither in this world, nor in that 
 ewhich is ta come, Matth. X1J4-31. Thirdly, The Son 
af God excludes them alſo from a ſhare in his bleſſed 
interceſſion, being for ever aſhamed to own them, 
both before his holy Father, and the bleſſed angels 
in — Mark vii... 
When 1 had with Muell deliberation con- 
Cinred of this matter, and could not but'gonclad 
that the Lord bad comforted me, and that too 
after this my wicked ſin ; then methought J durſt 
venture to come nigh unto thoſe moſt fearful and 
terribie Scriptures, with which all this wllile 1 
had been ſo e aſtrighted, and on which in- 
2 . 
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' deed, before I durſt ſcarce caſt mine eye, (yea, 
had much ado; an hundred times, to forbear wiſn- 
ing them out of the Bible) for I thought they 
would deſtroy me; but now, I ſay, I bepan to 
take ſome meaſure of Mts — to come cloſe 
to them, to read them, and conſider them, and 
to weigh their ſcope and tendency. ' 
223. The which when I began to do, I found my 
viſage changed; for they looked not ſo grimly, as 
before I thought they did: And firſt I came to the 
Gth of the H. 4, yet trembling for fear it ſhould 
ſtrilce me; which when I had conſidered, I found 
that the falling there intended, was a falling guite 
arvay ; that is, as I conceived, a falling from, and 
an abſolute denying of the Goſpel, of remiſſion of 
ſins by Jeſus Chriſt; for, from them the Apoſtle 
begins his argument, verſe 1, 2, 3. ' Secondly, I 
found that this falling away muſt be openly, even 
in the view of the world, even ſo as to put Chrift ts 
an open ſhame. Thirdly, I found that thoſe he there 
ifitended, were for ever ſhut up of God, both in 
blindneſs, hardneſs, and impenitency : It is impeſſi- 
Sle they fhould be renewed again unto repentance. By all 
theſe particulars, I found, to God*severlaſting praiſe, 
my ſin was not the fin in this place intended. 
Fin, I confeſſed | was fallen, but was not fallen 
away that is, from the profeſſion of faith in Jeſus 
unto eternal life. 15 | 
Secondly, I confeſſed that I had put Jeſus Chriſt 
to ſhame by my ſin, but not to open ſhame; I did 
not deny him before men, nor condemn him as a 
fruitleſs one before the world. £ 
Thirdly, Nor did I find that God had ſhut me up 
or denied me to come (though I found it hard work 
indeed to come) to him-by forrow and repentance : 
Bleſſed be God for unſearchable grace. : 
224. Then I conſidered that in the 10th chapter 
of the Hebrews, and tound tirat the wwilful fn there 
mentioned, is not every wilful fin, but that which 
doth throw off Chriſt, and then his commandments 
4 | a too, 


S 4 


1 7 


verſe 28. Thirdly, This fin cannot be committed, 
but with great deſpite dane to the ſpirit of grace; 
deſpiſing both the diſſuaſions from that ſin, and the 
perſuaſions to the contrary, Put the Lord knows, 
though this my ſin was deviliſh, yet it did not 
amount to theſe. | „ | 
225, And as touching that in the 12th chapter 


of the Hebrews, about Eſau's ſelling of his birth- 


righ: ; though this was that which killed me, and 
ſtood like a ſpear againſt me, yet now I did conſi- 
der, Firſt, That his was not a haſty thought againſt 


the continual labour of his mind, but a thought 
conſented to, and put in practice likewiſe, anc that 


too after ſome deliberation, Gen. xxv. | S:cendly, 


' THE CHIEF OF SINNERS. 77 
too. Srzcondly, That muſt be done alſo openly, before 
two or three witneſſes, to anſwer that of the law, 


It was a public and open action, even from his 


brother, if not before many more; this made his 
fin of a far more heinous nature than otherwiſe it 
would have been. Thirdly, He continued to ſlight 
his birth right: He did eat and drink, and went his 
way ; thus Eſau diſpiſed his birth-right; yea, twenty 
years after he Wis tound to deſpiſe it ſtill, And 
Eſau ſaid, I have enough, my brother, keep that thou 


c 


haft thyſelf, Geneſis xxxiii. 9. 


226, Now as touching this, That Eſau fought a. 


place of repentance ; thus I thought: Firft, i his was 
not tor the 6:rth right, but the ling. This is clear 
from the Apoſtle, and is diſtinguithed by E/au him- 


ſelf, Hz hath taken away my birth right ; (that is, 


formeriy) and now he hath taken away my ble//ing alſo, 


Gen. xxvii. 36. Secondly Now this being thus con- 


ſidered, I came again iv the Apoſtie, to ſee What 
might be t.. e mind of God in a New Teſtament - 
ſtile and ſenſe, conce ning £/aw's fin ; and ſo far a 


I could conceive, this was the mini af God, B 


the birth right ſignified regeneration, and the bliffing, 
the eternal inlieritance; for io the Apoſtle ſeems to 


hint. Left thers be any prophane perſon, as Elau, whey 
Jar ene mar/el of meat, ſold his birth-right, As if he 
| ET D 3 mould 


. 


* —— 3 


— — 


— T0 


A 5% 

e 3 - £.&-- 
2 2 2 — I 
— ; : 


— — — 


* * . 
eee - RG AS - % s wy 
7 — — 
hate” v3 E —— * 
7 5 * 8 2 
SL 3 8 2 0 TR * 


* 


1 


7 GRACE ABOUNDING TO, | 
' ſhould ſay, That ſha!l caſt off all thoſe bleſſings of 


God that at preſent are upon him, in order to a new 
birth; leſt they become as Eſau, even be rejected 
afterwards, when they ſhould 's the blefling. 
227. Fer many there are, who in the day of 
race and merey deſpiſe thoſe things which are in- 
deed the birth-right to Heaven, who yet, when the, 
deciding day appears, will cry as loud as 'E/ay, 
Lord, Lord, open to us; but then, as T/aac would not 
repent, no more will God the Father, 'but will ſay, 
I have bleſſed theſe," pea, and they ſhall be bleſſed; but 
as for you, Depart, you are the workers of iniquity, 


Gen. xxvii. 32. Luke xiii. 25, 26, 27. 


228. When I had thas confidered theſe Scrip- 
tures, and found that thus to underſtand them, 
was not againſt, but according to other Scriptures z 
this {till added further to my encouragement and: 
comfort, and alſo gave a great blow to that objection, 
to wit, That the Scriptures could not agree in the gal- 


vation of my ſoul. And now remained only the, 


hinder part of the tempeſt, for the thunder was 
gone beyond me, only ſome drops did ſtill remain, 
that now and then would fall upon me; but be- 
cauſe my former frights and eats were very ſore 


and deep, therefore it oft befel me ſtil), as it be- 


falleth thoſe that have been ſcared with fire, thought 
every voice was Fire! Fire! every little touch 
would hurt my tender conſcience, _ + 3 


h | | nd 1 92 
229. But one day, as I was paſſing into the field, 


and that too with ſome daſhes on my conſcience, 


fearing leſt yet all was not right, ſuddenly this 
ſentence fell upon my ſoul, Thy rightegujne/s ts in 


Heawer © Aud methought withal, 1 ſaw, with the; 


eyes of my ſoul, Jeſus Chriſt at God's right-hand; , 
there, I fay, was my righteouſneſs; ſo tllat 
wherever I was, or whatever, I was doing, God 
could not ſay of me, He wvants my righteouſneſs, for 


ESE 


that was juſt before him.“ I alſo ſaw, moreover, , 
that it'was not my good frame of heart that made my 
neden | beter, vort my DAN TOP oa 
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THE CHIEF OF -SINNERS, % 
made my righteouſneſs worſe; for m rf hMBaliis's 
was Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, The e yefterdgy, Yo-hy, 

l . 2 


and for ever, Heb, xiii. 89 n 
Wigs indeed ; 
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230. Now did 'myChaitis fall öff mi ndeed 
I was looſed from my afflictions ons; my 
temptations al ſo fled aw ay; fo tat Hröm that'time 
thoſe dreadful Scriptures of God left off to tr uble 
me; now went J alſo home rejoicing; for the trace 
and love of God; ſo when I came home, I 100Red 
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1s in Heaven, but could not find Tuclt''a ſaying 
wherefore my heart began to ſink agaif, Snly at 
was brought to my remembrance," 1 Ctr: i. 33. 
He is made unto us of Gvud, e, wee. 
Sanctification and Re nption; by this wort I ſaw 
, œ dk ee PRE 
231. For by this Scripture I ſa that the man 
jeſus, Chriſt, as he is diſtinct from us, as tpuchigg 
his bodily preſence, To he is our fightesuſffefs and 
ſanRification - before God: Here therefore J Med, 
for ſome time, very ſweetly at peace with God 
through Chriſt: Oh! methought Chriſt! Chriſt! 
there was nothing but Chriſt that was before mn 
eyes; I was not now (only) for looking upon this 
and the other benefits of Chriſt apart, as of his 
blood, burial, or reſurrection, but cortfidering him 
as a whole Chriſt! as he in whom all theſe, and all 
other his virtues, relations, offices, and operations, 
met together, and that he ſat on the right-Eand of 
-Gatt ic Moawwen. pts bf ts 1 I Net, 
232. TwWas glarious to me to ſee his exaltation, 
and the worth and prevalency of all bis benefits, 
and that becauſe now I could look from myſelf t 
him, and ſhould "reckon, that all -thoſe graces 
of God that new were green on me, were yet but 
like thoſe cracked groats and four- pence halfpennies 
that rich men carry in their purſes, when their 
gold is in their trunks at home: Oh! I ſaw my 
gold was in my trunk at home! In Chrift my 
Lord and Saviour. Now Chriſt was all; all my 
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_ bone of his bone; and now was that a ſweet word 
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GRACE ABOUNDING ro 


iſdom, all my. righteouſneſs, all my ſanRification, 


* 
: 


23233. Further, the Lord did alſo lead me into 


the myſtery of union with the Son of God; that [ 
was joined to. him, that I was fleſh of his fleſh, and 


to me; in Ephe/: v. 30. By this alſo was my faith 


in him, as my righteouſneſs, the more confirmed 


in me; for if he and I were, one, then his righte- 
ouſneſs was mine, his merits mine, his victory alſo 
mine, Now could | fee myſelf in Heaven and 


earth at once: In Heaven by my Chriſt, by my 


head, by my righteouſneſs and life, though on 


earth by my body or perſon. 


' *34- Now I ſaw Chrift Jeſus was looked upon 
of God; and ſhould alſo be looked upon by us, 
as that common or 


him, died by him, roſe from the dead by him, got 


the victory over fin, death, the Devil, and Hell, by 
him; when he died, we died, and ſo of his re- 
ſurrection. Thy dead men ſhall live together, auitli 
my dead body ſhall they ariſe, faith he, I/aiah xxvi. 
5 And again, After two days he ewvill revive us, and 
the third day we ſhall live in his fight, Hoſea vi. 2. 
Which is now tulfilled by the fitting down of the 
Son of Man on the right-hand of the Majeſty in the 
Heavens, according to that to the Ephefrans, He 
hath raiſed us up together, and made us fit together in 

| heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus, Eph. ii. 6. 


235. Ah! theſe bleſſed conſiderations and 


"Scriptures, with many others of like nature, were 
In thoſe days made to ſpangle in mine eye, fo that 
I have cauſe to ſay, Praije ye the Lord God in his 
ſanctuary; praiſe. him in the firmament of his power ; 


praiſe him fer his mighty acts ; praiſe him according 10 


 hisxcellent greatne/5, Pialm cy. 1, 2 


236, Having thus in few words given you a taſte 
of the ſorrow and affliction that my ſoul went . 
F | . 


public perſon, in whom all. 
the whole body of his elect are always to be con- 
fidered and reckoned ; that we fulfilled the law by 
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_ THR CHIEF OF SINNERS. #t | 
by the guilt and terror that theſe my wicked thoughts 
did lay me under; and having given you alſo a 


touch of my deliverance therefrom, and of the ſweet 
and blefſed comfort that I met with afterwards, 


which comfort dwelt about a twelvemonth with my 


heart, to my unſpeakable admiration; I will now, 


(God willing) before I proceed any farther, give 
you, in a word or two, what, as I conceive, was the 
cauſe of this temptation ; and alſo after that, what 


advantage, at the laſt, it became unto my foul. 
237. For the cauſes, I conceived they were 


principally two: Of which two alfo I was deeply 


convinced all the time this trouble lay upon me. 
The firſt was, For that I did not, when I was de- 


livered from the temptation that went before, ſtill 


pray to God to keep me from the temptations that 
were to come; for though, as I can ſay in truth, 
my ſoul was much in prayer before this trial ſeised 


me; yet then I prayed only, or at the moſt 
principally, for the removal of preſent troubles, 


and fur freſh difcoveries of his love in Chriſt, which 
Iſaw afterwards was not enough to do; I alſo ſhould 
have prayed that the great God would keep me 
from the evil that was to come. : 

238. Of this I was made deeply ſenſible by the. 
prayer of holy David, who, when he was under 
eſent mercy, yet prayed that God would hold 


im back from fin and temp:ition to come: For 


then, ſaith he, ſhall Þ be upright. and fall be in- 
nocent from the great tr anſereſſi:n, Plaim xix. 13. By 
this very word was I gailed and condemned quite 
through his long tempration. | 

239. That was alfo another word that did much 


condemn me for my folly, in the negle& of this 


duty, Heb. iv. 16, Let us therefore come boldly unta 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 


find grace, to help in time of need, his I had not 


done, and therefore was chus ſuffered to fm and 
fall, according to what is written, Pray that ye 


#3 - 2 


- 


enter not into temptation. And truly thas very thing 
: * 
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is to this day of ſuch weight and awe upon me, 
that I dare not, when I come before the Lord, go 
off my. knees, until I intreat him for help and 
2051 againſt the temptations that are to come; 
and. 1 do beſeech thee, Reader, that thou, learn 
to beware of my negligence, by the afflictions that 
for this thing I did for days, and months, and years, 


* 


with ſorrow undergo. WP OO TOON 
240 Another cauſe of this temptation was, 
That I had tempted God; and on this manner did 
Ido it: Upon a time my wife was great with child, 
and before her full time was come, her pangs, as of 
a woman in travail, were fierce and ſtrong upon 
her, even as ſhe would have immediately fallen in 
labour, and been delivered of an untimely birth: 
Now at this very time it was, that I had: been ſo 
ſtrongly tempted to queſtion the being of God; 
wherefore, as my wife lay erying by me, I ſaid, 
but with all ſecreſy imaginable, even thinking in 
my heart, Lord, if now. thou cuilt remove this ſad 
afiittion from my wife, and cauſe that ſſut be troubled no 
more therewith. this night, (and now. were her pangs 
Juft upon her) n [ all know that thon canſt diſcern 
the moſt ſecret thoughts of the heart, © 
241. I had no ſooner ſaid it in my heart, but 
her pangs were taken from her, and ſhe was caſt 
into a deep ſleep, and ſo continued till morning; 
at this I greatly marvelled, not knowing what to 
think; but after I had been awake a good while, 
and heard her cry no more, I fell aſleep alſo; ſo 
when I waked in the morning, it came upon me 
again, even what I had ſaid in my heart the laſt 
night, and how the Lord had ſhewed me, that he 
knew my ſecret thoughts, which was a great 
aſtoniſhment unto. me for ſeveral weeks after, 
242, Well, about a year and a half afterwards, 
that wicked finful thought, of which I have ſpoken 
before, went through wy wicked heart, even this 
thought, Let Chrift ga if he well: So when I was 


fallen under guilt for this, the remembrance of my 
WW 1 * | other 
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other thought, and, effect 1 menld5\{dtrowe 
upon me with this retort, which. a!ſo.carried rebuke 
along with it, , Noxv you may, ſte that Gd dot ile 
the moſt ferret thong hts of theehieapt. Net of 


243 And with this, that ef the pa Mages: that - 


were betwixt the Lord, and his ſervant Gideon, 
fell upon my ſpirit; how: becauſe, that Gideon 
tempted God with his fleece, both wet and dry. 
when he ſhould have believed and ventured upon 
his words; therefore the Lord did afterwards ſo 
try him, as to, ſend him againſt an innumerable: 
company of enemies, and that too, as to outward 
appearance, without any ſtrength or help, Fadges 


Vi. 7. Thus he ſerved; me, and that jaſtly, for I 


ſhould have believed his word, and not have put an. 
if upon the all-ſeeingneſs of God. 


244. And now to ſhew you fomerhing . me 


advantages that I alſo have gained by this tem 


tation: And Firſt, by this I was made contiunual 


to poſſeſs i in my ſoul a very, wonderful ſenſe both of 
the bleſſing and glory of. God, and of his beloved 
Son; in the temptation, that went before, my ſout 
was perplexed with unbelief, bia ſphemy; hardneſs 
of heart, queſtions about the being of God, Chriſt, 

the truth of the wordscand- certainty of the world 
to come: I ſay. then I was greatly aſſaulted and 


tormented with atheiſm, but now the caſe was. 


otherwiſe; now was God and; Chriſt, continually 
before my face, though not in the way of comfort, 
but in a way of exceeding; dread and terror. The 
glory of the holineſs of God did at times break 
me to pieces; and the bowels and com paſſion of 
Chriſt did break me as on the wheel; for 1 coul 
not conſider him bat as a. loſt and rejected Cnriſt, 
the remembrance of which was. 1 the K 
breaking,of, my bones. 

245. The Seripfures alſo were wogderfal hangs 
unto me; 4 aw that tue truth and verity of them 
were the keys of the kingdom of 
that the Scripture — 2 — inherit _ 5 

* 


Heaven ; thoſẽ | 


p49 * 


dut thoſe that they oppoſe and . condemn muſt 
periſh for evermore: Oh! this word, For the. 
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GRACE ABOUNDING TO 


Scriptures cannot be broken, would rend the cawl 
of my heart: And ſo would that other, ho/+ 


fins ye remit, they are remitted; but whoſe fins ye 


retain, they are retained, Now I ſaw the Apoſtles 
to be the elders of the city of refuge, Jeſhua 
Xx. 4. Thoſe that they were to receive in, were 
received to life; but thoſe that they ſhut out, were 
to be ſlain by the avenger of blood. | 

246. Oh! one fentence of the Scripture did 


more afflit and terrify my mind, I mean thoſe 


ſentences that ſtood againſt me (as ſometimes I 


thought they every.one did) more, I ſay, than an 
army of forty thouſand men that might have come 


againſt me. Woe be to him. againſt whom the 


Scriptures bend themſelves! 8 

247. By this temptation I was made to ſee more 
into the nature of the promiſes than ever I had be- 
fore; for I lying now trembling under the mighty 


hand of God, continually torn and rent by the 


1 of his juſtice; this made me with careful 
heart, watchful eye, with great fearfulneſs to 
turn over every leaf, and with much diligence, 


mixed with trembling, to conſider every ſentence, 


together with its natural force and latitude, _ 

. 248. By this temptation alſo I was greatly hot- 
den off from my former fooliſh practice of putting 
by the word of promiſe when it came into my 
mind; for now, though I could not ſuck that com- 
fort and ſweetneſs from the promiſe, as 1 had done 


at other times, yet, like to a man finking, I ſhould 


catch at all 1 ſaw: Formerly I thought 1 might 
not meddle with the promiſe, unleſs I felt its com- 


fort, but now it was no time thus to do; the avenger 


¶ blood too hardly did purſue me. Wc 

249. Now therefore was | glad to eatch at that 
word which yet I feared I had no ground or right 
$0 own; and even to leap into the boſom of that 


promiſe chat yet I feared did ſhut his heart againſt 
2 Sethe 5 V me. 


: + - 
ae 


THE CHIEF OF SINNERS, 87. 
me, Now. alſo I would labour to take the word as 
God hathlaid it down, without reſtraining the natural 

force of one ſyllable thereof: O! what did I now ſee 
in that bleſſed 6th chapter of St. John: And him that 
cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, John vi. 30. 
Now I began to confider with myſelf, that God hath 
a bigger mouth to ſpeak witu, than I had a heart 
to conceive with; I thoaght alſo with myſelf, that 
he ſpake not his words in haſte, or in an unadviſed 
heat, but with infinite wiſdom and judgment, and 
in very truth and faithfulneſs, 2 Sam. iii. 28. 

250, I would in theſe days, often in my greateſt 
agonies, even flounce towards the promiſe, (as the 
horſes do towards ſound ground, that yet ſtick in the 
mire) coneluding (though as one almoſt bereft of 
his wits through fear) on this will | reſt and ſtay, 
and leave the fulfilling of it to the God of Heaven 
that made it. Oh! many a pull hath my heart had 
with Satan for that bleſſed 6th chapter of t. John; 

I did not now, as at other times, look principally 
for comfort, (though, O how welcome would it 
| have been unto met) But now a word, a word to 
lean a weary ſoul upon, that it might not ſink for 
ever! Twas that 1 hunted for. 5 | 
251. Yea, often when | have been making to the 4 
promiſe, I have ſeen as if the Lord would reſuſe 1 
my ſoul for ever; I was often as if I had run upon 
the pikes, and as if the Lord had thruſt at me, to 
keep me from him, as witha flaming ſword, Then 
would I think of Ef her, who went to petition the 
king contrary to the law, Ether iv. 16. I choughy 
{ alfo of Benkhadad”s (ſervants, wha went with rope 
upon there heads to their enemies for 2. 
R 0 
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1 Kings xx. 31, Cc. The woman of Canaan alſo, 
that would not be daunted, though called Dug by 
Chriſt, Matt. xv. 22, Ic. and the man that went to 


l borrow bread at midnight, Luke i. 5, 6, 7, 8, c. 
s were alſo great encouragements unto me, 
k 252. I never ſaw thoſe heights and depths in 1 
˖ grace, and love, and mercy, as I ſaw after this 4 
. Ef ; . 9 5 _ temptations } 


86 GRACE ABOUNDING TO 
temptation : Great fins to draw out great grace; 
and where guilt is moſt terrible and fierce, there the 
mercy of God in Chriſt, when ſhewed to the ſoul, 
appears moſt high. and mighty, When 70 had 
paſſed through his captivity, he had twice as much as 
he had before, Job xlii. 10. Bleſſed be God for Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Many other things I might here 
make obſervation of, but I would be brief, and 
therefore ſhall at this time omit them ; and do pray 
God that my harms may make others fear to offend, 
leſt they alſo be made to bear the iron yoke as 1 did. 
IJ had two or three times, at or about my deli- 
verance from this temptation, ſuch ſtrange appre- 
henſions of the grace of God, that I could hardly 
bear up under it: It was ſo out of meaſure amaze- 
ing, when 1 thought it could reach me, that I do 
think if that ſenſe of it had abode long upon me, it 
would have made me uncapable for buſinefs. 

25 3. Now I ſhall go forward to give you a relation 
of other of the Lord's dealings with me at ſundry 
other ſeaſons, and of the temptations I then did meet 
withal. I ſhall begin with what I met with when 
firſt I did join in fellowſhip with the people of God 

in Bedford. After I had propounded to the church, 
that my deſire was to walk in the order and or- 
dinances of Chriſt with them, and was alſo admitted 
by them: While I thought of that bleſſed ordinance 
of Chriſt, which was his falt ſupper with his diſciples 
before his death, that Scripture, Do this in remem- 
Zranct of me, Luke xxii. 19, was made a very precious 
word unto me: For by it the Lord did come down 
upon my conſcience with the diſcovery of his death 
for my ſins, and as I then felt, did as if he plunged 
me in the virtue of the ſame. But behold, I had 
not been long a partaker at the ordinance, but ſuch 
fierce and fad temptation did attend me at all times 
therein, both to blaſpheme the ordinance and to 
with ſome deadly thing to thoſe that then did eat 
thereof: That leaſt I ſhall at any time be guilty 


of conſenting to theſe wicked and fearful thoug bs, 


was 
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[ was forced to bend myſelf all the while, to pray 


to God to keep me from ſuch blaſphemies : And 


alſo to cry'to God to bleſs the cup and bread ro 
them, as it were from mouth to mouth, The reaſon 
of this temptation, I have thought fince, was, be- 
cauſa I did not with that reverence that became me 
at firſt approach to partake thereof, 


254. Thus I continued for three quarters of a 
year, and could never have reſt nor eaſc: But at the 


' laſt the Lord came in upon my ſoul wich that fame 
| 1Scripture,. by which my ſoul was viſited before: 


And after that, I have been uſually very well and 
comfortable in the partaking of that bleſſed ordi- 
nance; and have, I truſt, therein difcerned che 
Lord's: body, as broken for my fins, and that his 
precious blood hath been ſhed for my tranſgreſſions. 

255, Upon a time I was ſomewhat inclining to 


a coniumption, wherewich about the ſpring I was 


ſuddenly and violently feized, with much weak- 


neſs in my outward man; inſomuch that I thought 


I could not live. Now began I afreſh to give myſelf 


_ a ſerious examination after my ſtate and condi- 


tion for the future, and of my evidence for that bleſ- 


ſed word to come: For it hath, I bleſs the name of 
God, been my uſual courſe, as always, fo, eſpecially 


in the day of affliction, to endeavour to keep my in- 
tereſt in the liſe to come, clear before mine eyes, 

256. But I had no ſooner began to recal to mind 
my former experience of the goodneſs of God to 
my ſoul, but there came flocking into my mind an 
ignumerable company of my ſins and tranſgreſſions; 
amongſt which theſe were at this time moſt to my 
affliction, namely, my deadneſs, dulneſs, and cold-' 


neſs in holy duties; my wanderings of heart, of 


my weariſomneſs in all good things, my wants of 
love to God, his ways and people, with this at the 
end of all, Are theſe the fruits of Chriſtianity ? Are 
theſe tokens of | a bleſſed man? 64, 


257. At the apprehenfions of theſe things my 


fickneſs was double upen me, for now I was fick in 
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t GRACE ABOUNDING TO 
my inward man, my ſoul was clogged with guilt ; 
no alſo was my former experience of God's good - 

neſs to me quite taken out of my mind, and hid 
- as if they had never been, or ſeen: Now was my 
ſoul greatly pitched between thefe two conſide- 
rations, Live I muſt not, die I dare not: Now I ſunk 
and fell in mv ſpirit, and was giving up all for loſt ; 
but as I was walking up and down in the houſe, as 
a man in a moſt woeful ſtate, that word of God 
took hold of my heart, Je are juftified freely by his | F 
grace, through the redemption that is in Chrift Jeſus, } 
Rom. iii. 24. But F what a turn it made upon me 
258. Now was J as one awaked out of ſome 
troubleſome ſleep and dream; and liſtening to this 
heavenly ſentefice, I was as if I had heard it thus 


= ef aw .. IWR £1 


ey 


ſpoken to : Sinner, thou thinkeft, that becauſe of 
thy fins and infirmities, I cannot ſave thy ſoul ; but 


be hold my Son 1 by Me, and upon kim J look, and not on | 
thee, and ſhall deal with thee according as I am pleaſed 
ait him. At this | was greatly enlightened in my 
mind, and made to underſtand, that God could 
. jiuſtify a ſinner at any time; it was bat his looki 
8 upon Chriſt, and imputing of his benefits to us, and 


5 + the work was forthwith done. | 

5 259. And as I was thus in a muſe, that Seripture 

* alſo came with great power upon my ſpirit, Not by 

5 Wuoori- of righteouſneſs that aue have dine, but according 
5 toe his mercy he hath ſaved us, Wc. 2 Tim. i. 9. It. 


ui. 5. Now was 1 got on high, 1 ſaw myſelf 
within the arms of grace and mercy ; and though 
I was before afraid to think ofa dying hour, yet now 
cried, Let me die: Now death was lovely and beautiful 
in my fight, for I ſaw ave Hall newer live indeed till 
eue be gone to the other world. Oh! methought this 
| life 1s — a lumber, in compariſon of that above. 
3 At tais time al o I ſaw more in theſe words: Heirs 
. of God, Rom. viii. 17. than ever I ſhall be able to ex- 
pour while I live in this world: Heirs of God God 
2 imſelf is the portion of the ſaints. I nis i ſaw and 
wondered at, but cannot tell you what I faw. 


ER 
k 1 . 
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260. Again, as I was at another time very ill! 
and weak, all that time alſo the tempter did beſer 
me ſtrongly, (for | find he is much for aſſaulting 
the ſoul ; when it begins to approach towards the 

rave, then is his opportunity) labouring to hide 
| xn me my former experience of God's goodneſs ; 
alſo ſetting before me the terrors of death, and the 
judgment of God, inſomuch that at this time, 
through my fear of miſcarrying for ever (ſhould 1 
now die) I was as one dead before death came, and 
was as if I had felt myſelf already deſcending into 

Ihe pit; methought | ſaid, There was no way, but 

) 'to Hell I muſt: But behold, juſt as I was in the 
midſt to thoſe fears, theſe words of the angel's 0 
carrying Lazarus into Abraham's boſom darted in 
upon me, as who ſhould ſay, So it hall be with thee 
when thou deſt leave this world, This did ſweetly 
revive my ſpiri:s, and help me to hope in God; 
rhich when I had with comfort muſed on a while, 
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chat word fell with great weight upon my mind, 
i O arath, where is thy ſting ! O grave where is thy 
7 victory! 1 Cor. xv. 55. At this-1 became both 
4 well in body and mind at once, for my fickneſs 


did preſently vaniſh, and I walked comfortably in 
my work-for God again. | 3 
261. At another time, though juſt before I was 
re Whpretty well and ſavoury in my ſpirit, yet ſuddenly 
by here fell upon me a great cloud of darkneſs, which 
did fo hide from me the things of God and Chriſt, 
that I was as if I had never teen or known them in 
my life: I was alſo ſo over-run in my ſoul with a 
enſeleſs, heartleſs frame of ſpirit, that I could 
ot feel my ſoul to move or ſtir after grace and life 
dy Chrift ; I was as if my loins-were broken, or as 
my hands and feet had been tied or bound with 
hains, At this time alſo I felt ſome weakneis to ſeize 
pon my outward man, which made ſtill the other 
lition the more heavy and uncomfortable to me. 
292. After I had been in this condition ſome 
tee or four days, as I was fitting by tue fire, I 
| ſuddenly 
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ſoul that night; 1 could ſcarce lie in my bed for 


g0. GRACE ABOUNDING To 


ſuddenly felt this word to ſound in my heart, 7 
. muſt go to Feſus : At this my former darkneſs and 


atheiſm fled away, and the bleſſed things of Hea- 
ven were ſet in my view. While I was on this 
ſudden thus overtaken with ſurprize, Wife, faid 
I, is there ever ſuch a ſcripture, I miſt go to Feſus? 
She ſaid, ſhe could not tell; therefore I fat 
muſing ſtill, to ſee if I could remember ſuch a 
cg I had not ſat above two or three minutes, 
ut that came bolting in upon me. And to an in- 
numerable company of angels; and withal the xiith | 
chapter of Hebrews, about the Mount Sion, was fel 
before mine eyes, Heb xii. 22, 23, 24. 
. 293. Then with joy I told my wife, Oz! now 
I know, 1 know ! But that night was a good night 
to me, I never had but few better; I longed for 
the company of ſome of God's people, that J 
might have imparted unto them what God had 
ſhewed me. Chriſt was a precious Chriſt to my 


joy, and peace, and triumph through Chriſt. This 
great glory did not continue upon me until morn- 
ing, yet the xlith chapter of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, Heb. xii. 22, 23, was a bleſſed Scripture 
to me for many days together after this. 
264. Ibe words are thete : Ze are come to Mount 
Sion, to the city of the living God, to the heaven! 
Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable company of m_ 
to the general afſimbly and church of the firſt born, 
doch are writien in Heaven; to Grd the judge # 
all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. at 
to Feſus the meaigtor of th: New 7Teflament, and ti 
the blood of ſpriniling, that fſpeaketh better thing! 
than that of Abel. Through this ſentence thi j 
Lord led me over and over, firſt to this word, anc 
then to that; and ſhewed me wonderful glory iel, 
every one of them. Theſe words alſo have off, 4 « 
ſince that time been great refreſhment to my ſpirii them 
Bleſſed be God for having mercy on me! es 2 
| | el fi 
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{ Brief AccounT of the AuTaoR's CALL: 


tao the Work of the MiniSrey., 
255. A now I am ſpeaking my experience, 

I will in this place thruſt in a ond or 
wo Concerning my preaching the word; and of 


ter J bad been about five or ſix years awakened, 


3 


Jr our Lord, and to venture my ſoul upon him; 
me of the moſt able among the ſaints with us for 


dgment and holineſs of life, as they conceived, 


ht a ; 

5 796 that God counted me worthy to under- 

IId ſomething of his will in his holy word, and 

12d given me utterance to expreſs what I ſaw to 

my for edification! therefore they deſired me, 
cl * much earneſtneſs, that I would be willing, at 


his ME times, to take in hand, in one of the meetings, 
(peak a word of exhortation unto them. 1 
266, The which, through at the frſt it did much 
h. and abaſh, my ſpirit, yet being ſtill by them 
ired and antreated, I conſented, and did twice, 
Aount wo ſeyeral aſſemblies, (but in private) though 
ven much, weakneſs, diſcover my gift amongſt 
„oeh at which they did ſolemnly proteſt; as in the 
s t of the. great God, they were both affected 
1 comigned ; and gave thanks to the Facher of 
Aces, for the grace beſtowed on me. 
7. After this, ſometimes, when ſome of them did 
thing the country to teach, they would alſo that I 
ce. tf 489 with them; where though, as yet I durſt 
3, anfnake uſe of my gift in an open way, yet more 
ory Melx, as Icame amongſt the good people in thoſe 
ve off I did ſometimes ſpeak a wordof admonition 
ſpirit them, alſo; the which they received with 
eing at the mercy of God to me- ward, profei- 
meir fouls were edified thereby. 
A Bri: 8 | 208. Mherefore, 


Jrn- 
the 
ture 


od's dealing with me in that particular alſo. 


e helped to ſee both the want and worth of Jeſus 
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92 GRACE ABOUNDING TO 

268. Wherefore, to be brief, at laſt, being ſtill 

deſired by the church, I was more particularly 
— — and appointed to a more ordinary and 
publick preaching of the word, not only to and 
amongſt them that believed, but alſo to offer the 

| Goſpel to thoſe who had not yet received the faith 
thereof: About which time I did evidently find in 
my mird a ſecret pricking forward thereto ; though 
at that time I was moſt ſorely afflicted with fiery darts 
of the Devil concerning my eternal ſtate. 

269. But yet I could not be content, unleſs J 
was found in the exerciſe of my gift, but alſo. hy 
that ſaying of Paul to the Corinthians; I be/eech yh, 
brethren, (you-know the houſhold of Stephanus, that it 

* the firft fruits of Achaia, and that they have addife 
 themſe/ves to the miniſtry of the ſaints) that ye ſubmit 
_yourfelwes unto ſuch, and to every one that helpeth æuill 
u, and laboureth, 1 Cor. xvi. 15, 16, 

270. By this text I was made to ſee that ti; 
Holy Ghoſt never intended that men who have gift 
and abilities ſhould bury them in the earth, by 
rather did tir up ſuch to the exerciſe of their gift 
and alſo did com mend thoſe that were apt and read 
fo todo. T hey have addicted themſelves to the miniff 
of the ſaints: This Scripture did continually 1 
in my mind, to encourage and ſtrengthen me 1 
this my work for God. I have alſo been encourag) 

WM from oth. r Scriptures, and examples of the god? 
g both ſpecified in the word, and other ancient hiſt 
q 


: 
me 
lo 

ö fi 


ries, 4s viii. 4, and xviii. 24» 25. 1 Pet. iv. I 
Rom. xii. 6. Fox's Ads, and Monuments. 

5 271, Wherefore, though of myielf, of all the ſait 
Wi the moſt unworthy, yet I. with great fear and tren 
3 | bling at my own weakneſs, did ſet upon the wor 


6. and did, according to my gfft, preach that blc{ 
5 { Goſpel that God hath ſhewn me in the holy wo 
of truth: Which when the conntry- underſtoo 


] they came in to hear the word by hundreds, fe © 
0 that from all parts, though upon divers and ſundi 1 


accounts. 
272. 
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272. And I thank God he gave unto me ſome 
neaſure of bowels and pity for their ſouls, which 
iſo put me forward to þ. wi with t earneſtneſs, 
find out ſuch a word as might, if God would bleſs 
it, awaken the conſcience, in which alſo the goed 
Lord had reſpect to the defire of his ſervant ; for I 
ad not preached long before ſome began to be 
reatly afflicted in their minds, at the greatneſs of 
t their ſin, and of their need of Jeſus Chriſt. 
273. But I firſt could not believe that God ſhould 
ek by me to the heart of any man, ſtil] counting 
1, elf anworthy ; yet thoſe who were thus touched, 
jj oj have a particular reſpect for me; and though 
id put it from me, that they ſhould be awakened 
% me, ſtill they would affirm it before the ſaints of 
Sd: They would alſo bleſs God for me, unworthy 
milch that I am ) and count me God's inftrument, 
v1: ſhewed to them the way of ſalvation. . 
74. Wherefore ſeeing them in both their words 
feeds to be ſo conſtant, and earneſtly preſſing, 
er the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, rejoicing that 
God did fend me where they were; then 1 be an 
onclude that God had owned in his work ſuch a 
liſh one as I ; and then came that word of God 
my heart, with much fweet refreſhment, Tue 
. Wing of them that were ready to periſh, is come upon 
jea, I cauſed the widew's heart to fing for joy, 
txix. 13. 
105. At this there fore I rejoiced ; yea, the tears 
ole whom God did awaken by my preaching, 
w. "id be both ſolace and encouragement to me; 
ght on thoſe ſayings, Who 173 that maketh me 
but the ſame that it made ſorry by me? 2, Cor. xxii. 
1 7. T hough I be not 7 to 2 yet 
uſt, J am unto yon; for the ſcal of m is are 
he Lord, 1 "cg * Theſe Gia — 
as another argument unto me, that God had 
me to, and ſtood by me in this work. 
. In my preaching of the word, I took ſpecial 
of this one thing, namely, That the _ 
| j 
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94 GRACE ABOUNDING TO 
dick lead me to begin where his word begins with 
ſinners; that Is, to condemn all fleſh, and to open 
and alledge, that the curſe of God by the law, doth 
belong to, pn& uy hold on Aft men as they come 
into the world, becauſe of fin. Now this part o 
my work I fulfilled with great ſenſe ; for the terrors 
5f the law, and gailt for my tranſgreſſions, la 
heavy on my conſcience; I preached what I felt 
what [ſmartingly did feel! even that under which m) 
poor foul did groan and tremble to aſtoniſhment, 
277. Indeed 1 have been as one ſent to the; 
from the dead; | went myſelf in chains, to preg 
to them in chains; and carried that fire in . 
conſcience, that J perſuaded them to be aware o 
T can truly ſay, and that without diſſembling, th 
when I have been to preach, I have gone full of gui 
and terror, even to the pulpit-door, and there 


| 


er 


f 
bg 


as r; 


| 
hath been taken off, and I have been at liberty int id f 
mind until J have done my work; and then im o 
diately, even before I could, get down the pulpW., my 
ſtairs, T have been as bad as] was before; yet C "in 
carried me on, but ſurely with a ſtrong hand, Wj;,, 
neither guilt nor Hell could take me off my work befor 
278. Thus I went on for the ſpace of two yes : 
crying out againſt men's ſins, and their feartul iff; 1 
becauſe of them. After which the Lord came 28 1 
upon my own foul, with ſome ſure peace and of "ag 
fort through Chriſt: Wherefore now, 1. alterc Wo 
nry preaching, (for till | preached what 1 4 ſhag 
19 0 now therefore I did much labour to hold ren _ 
Jeſus Chriſt in all his offices, relations and bei y o of 
untd the. world, and did ſtrive alſo to condemn, ks 
remove thoſe falſe ſupports and props on, whiciiſfi., 5 d 
world doth lean, and by them fall and, periſh. Nih gv; 
theſs things alſo I ſtaid as long as on the other. . 7? 


279. Aſter this, God led me into ſomethin 
the myſtery of the union of Chriſt; wheretore 
diſcovered and ſhewed to them allo. 
when I had travelled through theſe three po 
the word of God, about the ſpace of live ye! 


caſt into priſon, where I have lain above ag long 


Scriptures, in a way of preaching. 8 
280. When I have been preaching, I thank God, 


I was before in teſtifying of it according to. the 


2 — 


enemy ſhould take the word away from the con- 
ſcience, and ſo it ſhall become unfruitful : Where- 


de particularized by it. | 5 
28 1. And u hen I have done the exerciſe, it hath 
gone to my heart, to think the word ſhould now fall 


| o but ſee as I do, what fin, death, Hell, and the 
m turſe of God is; and alſo what the grace, and love, 
er 0 
id, 
ork 


ſuch a caſe as they are, who are yet eſtranged from 
him. And indeed, I did often ſay in my heart 
before the Lord, That if I behanged up preſently before 
ful Mm them in the truth, and 1 gladly /halli be contented. 


hen I have been engaged in the doctrine of life by 
iſt, without works, as if an angel of God had 


yy own foul, while I have been labouring to unjold 
to demonſtrate it, and to faſten upon the con- 
tences of others, that I could not be contented 
th !aying, I believe and am ſure: Methought [ 
is more than ſure (if it De lat to expreſs myſelf) 
at thoſe things which then I aſſærted, were true. 

283. When | firſt went to preach the word abroad, 
doctors and prieſts of the country did open wide 


THE CHIEF OF SINNERS, gz. 
more, I was caught in my preſent. practice, and 


again to confirm the truth by way of ſuffering, .as 


my heart hath often, with great earneſtneſs, cried to.  - 
God that he would make the work effeQual to the 
WM ſalvation of the ſoul; {ill being grieved leſt the 


fore Tſhall labour to ſpeak the word, as that thereby, 
if it were poſſible, the ſin and perſon guilty might 


as rain on ſtony places; ſtill wiſhing from my heart, 
Oh! that they who have heard me ſpeak this day, 


dulfſhand mercy of God is, through Chriſt, to men in 
D yes eir eyes, it æuould be a means 10 awaken them, and con- 
282. For I have been in my preaching, eſpecially 


ood at my back to encourage me: Oh! it hath 
een with ſuch power and heavenly evidence upon 


pinſt me; but I was perſuaded of this, Not to 
 , "FORGET 
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Www der railing for railing; but to ſee how many off 
24 their earhal profeſſors I could convinse of. their Ct 
4 3 by the law, and of the want and | b. 
Por , thought I, That fall anfwer th 
for me in time to come, when they ſhall be for my hire | of 
before their face, fn. =—_—_— C07 
281. 1 never cared to meddle with things that | /e- 
_ were controverted, and in diſpute among the ſaints, | 24: 

ce ſpecially thingsof the loweſt nature; yet it pleaſed | 7z; 
me much to contend with great earneſtneſs for the | 7 
word of faith, and the remiſſion of ſins by the death | zo; 
and ſufferings of Jeſus: But I ſay, as to other things, | X11, 
J would let them alone, becauſe 1 ſaw they en- 2 
gendered ſttife; and becauſe that they neither in Fe/ 
doing, nor in leaving undone did commend us to] 1 1 
God to be his: Beſide: I ſaw my work before me did] a lit 
run into another channel, even to Carry an awaken» 2 
ing word; to that therefore I did ſtick and adhere. wor 
| 285. I never endeavou:ed to, nor durſt make uſe of goin 
| other men's lines, Rom. xv. 18, {though | condemny there 
' _  - notall that do) for | verily thought, and found byf in p⸗ 
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conſeience; and though I will not now ſpeak all tha 


I know in this matter, yet my experience hath morq ſ. 


intereſt in that text of Scripture, Gal. 1. 11, 12 
than many amongſt men are aware. 

286. If any of thoſe who were wakened by mi 

® miniſtry, did after that fall back, (as ſometime 

too many did) I can truly tay, their loſs hath bee! 


— wh — — 
al ano —EÄ—— —uœ—p 


experience, that what was taught me by the word] and! 
and ſpirit of Chriſt, could be ſpoken, maintained theſe 
and ſtood to, by the ſoundeſt and beſt caſtoliſhed fruits 


Caſt 1 


I coul 


; 288 


f 1e! been a 
more to me than if my own children, begotteſ hath b 


of my own body, had been going to their grave when 
I think verily, 1 may ſpeak it without any offencſ, | 
to the Lord, nothing has gone ſo near me as thatſ inſtanc 


unleſs it was the fear of the loſs of the ſalvatio 


of my own ſoul, I have counted as if | had good try, 
buildings and lordſhips in thoſe places where mſcouutr 
children were born: My heart hath been ſo wraſl fartheſ 
ped up in the glory of this excellent work, thaiſnot en 

6 counte Goipe 


289. 
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counted myſelf more bleſfed and hondured of God / 
| | by this, than if he had made me the emperor of _ 
» | the Chriſtian world, or the Lord of all the gloty 
e | of the earth without it! Oh, theſe words! He that 
converteth a ſinner from the errer of his <way, doth 
t | /ave a foul from death, James v. 20. The fruits of 
„ lie righteous is a tree of life ; and he that winneth ſouls 
d | 7s wife, Prov. xi. 30. They that be <wiſe ſhall ſhine as 
e | the brightneſs of the firmament, and they that turn many 
h | to righteouſneſs, as the lars for ever and ever, Dan. 
s, X11. 3. For what is our hope, our joy, our crown of 
n-) rejoicing ? Are not ye even in the preſence of our Lorg 
in | Jeſus Chriſt at his coming? For ye are our glory and joy, 
to] 1 Theſ. ii. 19, 20. Theſe, I ſay, with many others of 
id] a like nature, have been great refreſhments to me. 25 
Ne 287. I have obſerved, That where I have had 2 
| work to do for God, I have firſt, as it were, the 
of going of God upon my ſpirit, to deſire I mightpreach 
mn there: I have alſo obſerved, that ſuch and ſuch ſouls, 
by in particular, have been ſtrongly ſet upon my heart, 
ord} and I ſtirred up to wiſh for their ſalvation; and that 
ed theſe very ſouls have, after this, been given in the 
hed] fruits of my miniſtry. I have obſerved, that a word 
hal caſt in by the bye hath done more execution in a 
lord ſermon, than all that was ſpoken beſides: Sometimes 
12 alſo, when I have thought I d1d no good, then I did 
the moſt of all; and at other times, when] thought 
my I could catch them, | have fiſhed for nothing. F 
ime 288. I have alſo obſerved, that where there has | 
deel] been a work to do upon ſinners, there the Devi! | 
Xttef hath begun to roar in their hearts; yea, oftentimes, o 
ave] when the wicked world hath raged moſt, there 5 
enCl hath been ſouls awakened by the word: I could VE 
thatl inſtance particulars, but J forbear, i 8 
atio 289. My great deſire in my fulfilling my mini | 
dodiſſtry, was to get into the darkeſt places of the 
e Mcountry, even amongſt thoſe people that were 4 
wriff fartheſt off of profeſſion: Yet not becauſe 1 could i 
thatInot endure the light, (for I feared not to ſhew my e 
uniq Goſpel to any) but becauſe I found my ſpirit did 
N lea 


* 
r 
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lean, molt after awakening and converting work, 
and the word that I carried did lean itſelf moſt that 
way alſo ; Yea, ſo have I ftrived' to preach the Goſpel, 
not where Chriſt was named, left I ſhould build upon 
another man's foundation, Rom. xv. 20. 

290. In my preaching, I have really been in 
pain, and have, as it were, travailed to bring 
forth children to God ; neither could I be ſatisfied 
unleſs ſome fruits did appear in my work: If I 
were fruitleſs, it mattered not who commended 
me; but if I were fruitful, 1 cared net who did 
condemn, I have thought of that, Lo! children 
are an heritage of the Lord; and the fruits of the womb 
is his reward. As arrows in the hand of a mighty 


man, ſo are children of the youth, Happy is the man 


that hath filled his quiver full of them; they ſhall not 
be aſhamed, but they ſhall ſpeak with the enemies in the 


- gates Pſal. cxxvii. 3» 4, 5 


291. It pleaſed me nothing to ſee people drink 
in opinions, if they ſeemed ignorant of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the worth of their own falvation, ſound con- 
viction for fin, eſpecially unbelief, and an heart ſet on 
fire to be faved by Chriit, with ſtrong breathings 
after a truly ſanctified ſoul : 'Vhat is was that de- 
Eghted me; thoſe were the ſouls I counted bleſſed. 

292. But in this work, as in all other, I had my 
temptations attending me, and that of divers kinds; 
as ſometimes I ſhould be aſſaulted with great diſ- 
couragement therein, fearing that I ſhould not be able 
to ſpeak a word at all to edification; nay, that I 
ſhould not be able to ſpeak ſenſe to the people; at 
which times I ſhould have ſuch a ſtrange faintneſs 


ſeize upon my body, that my legs have ſcarce been 


able to carry me to the place of exerciſe, 

293. Sometimes, when I have been preaching, 
J have been violently aſſaulted with thoughts of 
blaſphemy, and ſtrongly tempted to ſpeak the words 
with my mouth before the congregation. I have 
alſo at times, even when | have begun to fpeak the 
word with much clearneis, evidence, and — 
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of ſpeech, been, before the ending of that oppor. 
tunity, ſo blinded, and ſo eſtranged from the — 
1 have been ſpeaking, and have been alſo ſo 15 
ſtraitened in my ſpeech, as to utterance before the 1 
people, that I have been as if I had not known whit "ht 
Thave been about; or as if my bead had been in a 
bag all the time of my exerciſe. —' © 
294. Again, When as ſometimes I have been 
about to preach upon ſome ſmart and fearching 
portion of the word, I have found the tempter 
ſuggeſt, What ! auill you preach this ! This condemn 
oon ſelf; of this your own foul is guilty ; wherefore 
| , preach not of this at all; or F yon do, yet fo minte, it, 
ar to male ' way for your ox eſcape ; let, inflead of 
awarening others, you lay that guilt i pon your own foul 
that you will never get from under. | x Rs 
' 295. But, T thank the Lord, I have been kept 
from conſenting to theſe ſo horrid ſuggeſtions, and N 
i, Have rather, as Samſon, bowed myſelf with all my oF 
1 1 might, to condemn {in and tratiſgrefſion, where ever it 
I found it; yea, though therein alſo I did brin 
guilt upon my own conſcience : Let ne die, thought 
F with the Philiſtines, Judges xvi. 29, zo, rather 
than deal corruptly with the bleſſed word of God. 
Thou that teathe/t anther, teacheff' not thou thyſelf ? 
It is far better then to judge thylelf, even by 
preaching plainly untp others, than that "thou, to 
ſave thyſelf, impriſon the truth in unrighteouſmeſs 2 
Bleſſed be God for his help alſo in this. - 
290. I have alſo, while found in this bleſſed 
work of Chriſt, been often tempted to pride and 
liftings up of heart; and, though I dare not ſay 
I have not been effected with this, yet truly the 
Lord, of his precious metcy, hath ſo carried it 
towards me, that I have had ſmall joy to give way 
to ſuch a thing: For it hath been my every day's 
portion to be let into the evil of my own heart, and 
itill made to ſee ſuch a multitude of corruptions and 
infirmities therein, that it hath Tauſed hanging down 
of the head under all my gifts and attainments: 


| Ss 8 I have. 
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I have felt this thorn in the fleſh (2 Cor. xii. 8, g,) 


the very mercy of God to me. 


297. I have alſo had, together with this, ſome 


notable place or other of the word preſented be- 


fore me, which word hath contained in it ſome 
ſharp and piercing ſentence concerning the periſh- 
ing of the ſoul, notwithſtanding gifts and parts: 
As for inſtance, that hath been of great uſe to me, 
Though 1 ſpeak. with the tongues of. men and angels, 
and have not charity, I am become as -ſounding braſs, 

be nn pr? 


, 


> ” 


and a tinkling cymbal, 1 Cor. xiii. 1,, 2. 
298. A tinkling . cymbal is an (inſtrument of 
muſic, with which a {kilful player can make ſuch 
melodious and heart-inflaming muſic, that all who. 
hear him play, can ſcarcely hold from dancing; 
and yet behold the cymbal hath not life, neither 
comes the muſic from it, but becauſe of the art of 


him that plays therewith; ſo then the inſtrument at 


laſt may come to nought and periſh, though iu times 
paſt ſuch muſic hath been made upon it. 
299. Juſt thus I ſaw it was, and will be, with 
them that have gifts, but want ſaving grace; they 
are in the hand of Chrift, as the cymbal in the 
hand of David; and as David could with the 
cymbal make that mirth in the ſervice of God as to 
elevate the hearts of the worſhippers, ſo Chriſt, 
can uſe theſe gifted men, as with them to effect 
the ſouls of his people in his church; yet when he 
Hath done all, hang them by, as lifeleſs, though 
ſounding cymbals. 


300. This conſideration, together with ſome 
others, were for the moſt part, as a maul on the head 
of pride, and deſire of vain glory: What, thought I, 
ſhall I be proud becauſe J am a ſounding braſs? Is it 
ſo much to be a fiddle? Hath not the leaſt creature 
that hath life more of God in it than cheſe? So 
I concluded, a litile gface, and a little of the true 
fear of God, is better than all the gifts: Yea, Iam 
fully convinced of it, that it is poſſible for ſouls 
that can ſcarce give a man an anſwer, but with 

| 4 great 


great confuſion as to method; I ſay, it is as poſſible 
for them to have a thouſand times more grace, 
and ſo to be more in the love and favour of the Lord, 
than ſome who, by the virtue of the gift of know- 
ledge, can deliver themſelves like angels. 

301. Thus: therefore I came to perceive, that 
though gifts in themſelves were good, to the thing 
for which they are deſigned, to wit, the edification 
of others, yet empty, and without power to ſave the 
ſoul of him that hath them, if they be alone: Neither 
are they, as fo, any ſign of a man's ſtate to be happy, 
being only a diſpenſation of God to ſome, of whoſe 
improvement, or non- improvement, they muſt, when 
a little love more is over, give an account to him 
that is ready to judge the quick and the dead. 

302. This ſhewed me too, that gifts being alone, 
were dangerous, not in themſelves, but betaufe 
of thoſe evils that attend them that have them; 
to wit, pride, deiire of vain-glorsy,-ſelf-conteit; c. 
all which are eaſily blown up at the applauſe and 
commendation of every unadviſed Chriſtian, to the 
endangering of a poor creature to fall into the 
condemnation of the Devi. 

303. I ſaw, therefore, that he that hath gifts, had 
need to be let into a ſight of the nature of them, 


to wit, that they come ſhort of making of him to 


be in a truly ſaved condition, let he reſt in them, 
and ſo fall thort of the grace of God. 265 
304. He hath cauſe alſo to walk humbly with 
God, and be little 1a his own eyes, and to re- 
member withal, that his gifts are not his own, but 
the church's; and that by them he is made a ſervant 
to the church; and he mult give at laſt an account 
of his ſtewardſhip unto the Lord Jeſus ; and to give 
a good account will be a bleſſed thing, | 
305. Let ail men therefore prize a little wit 
the fear of the Lord, (gifts indeed are deiireabie) 
but yet great grace and ſmall gifts are better than 
great gifts and no grace. I: doth not ſay, the 
Lord gives gifis and glory, but the Lord gives 
2 
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grace and glory ; and bleſſed is ſuck an one, to 
whom the Lord gives grace, true grace, for that 
is a certain forerunner of glory. _. 

306. But when Satan perceived, that his thus 
tempting and aſſaulting of me would not anſwer 
his deſign; to wit, to overthrow the winiſtry, and 
make it ine ffectual, as to the ends thereof: Then he 


tried another way, which was, to ſtir up the minds 


of the ignorant and malicious to load me with 
flanders and reproaches : Now therefore I may ſay, 
That what the Devil could deviſe, and his inftru- 
ments invent, was whirled up and down the country 
againſt me, thinking, as I faid, that by that means 
they ſhould make my miniſtry to be abandoned. 

307. It began therefore to be ramoured up and 
down among the people, that I was a witch, a 


jeſuit, a highwayman, and the like. 


308. To all which, I ſhall only ſay, God knows 
that I am innocent. But as for mine accafers, let 


them provide themſelves to meet me before the 


tribunal of the Son of God, there to anſwer for all 
theſe things (with all the reſt of their iniquities) 
unleſs God ſhall give them repentance for them, 
for the which I pray with all my heart, 
. 309. But that which was reported with the 
boldeſt confidence, was, That 1 had my miſſes, my 
<vhores, my baſtards ; yea, two wives at once, a 

the like. Now theſe flanders (with the others) | 
glory in, becauſe but ſlanders, fooliſh, or knaviſh 
Les, and falſhoods caſt upon me by the Devil and 
his ſeed; and ſhould 1 not be dealt with thus 


wickedly by the world, I thould want one ſign of 


a faint, and a child of God. ed are you (aid 
the Lord Jeſus) <vhen men all revile you and perſecute 


you, and ſhall jay ail manner of evil of you faiſely for 


my ſare; rejoice and be exceeding giad, for great i, 
ur rewara in Heaven; fur fo perſecuted they the prophets 

which were before you, Matt. iv. 11. | | 
310, Theie things therefore, upon mine own 
account, trouble me not: No, though they were 
N | | twenty 
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twenty times more than they are. I have a good 
conſcience ; and whereas they ſpeak of me as an 
evil-doer, they ſhall be aſhamed that falſely accuſe 
my good converſation in Chriſt. DT 44 

311. So then, what ſhall I ſay to thoſe who © 
have thus beſpattered me? Shall I threaten them? 
Shall I chide them? Shall 1 intreat them to hold 
their tongues? No, not I, Were it not for that 
theſe things make them ripe fer damnation, that are 
the authors.and abettors, I would fay unto them, 
Report it, becauſe it will increaſe my glory. 
312. Therefore 1 bind theſe lies and ſlander 
, to me as an ornament ; it belongs to my Chriftian 
profeſſion to be villified, ſlandered, reproached and 
reviled; and ſince all that is nothing elſe, as my 
God and my conſcience do bear me witneſs, I re- 
joice in reproaches for Chriſt's ſake. 33 
313. I alſo call all thofe fools and knaves that 
have thus made it their buſineſs to affirm any of 
theſe things of me; namely, That I have been 
naught with other women or the like, When they 
have uſed the utmoſt of their endeavours _ they 
can, to prove againſt me truly, that there is any 
woman in Heaven, earth or Hell, that can ſay, 
I have at any time, in any place, by day or night 
fo much as attempted to be naught with them; and 


—— 


F 1 ſpeak I thus, to beg mine enemies into a good | 
| 'W eficem of me? No, not I: 1 will in this beg belief (38 
1 of no man: Believe or diſbelieve me in this, all is ö 
hn a Cale to me. 5 

d 314. My foes have miſſed their mark in this 9 0 
18 their ſhooting at me. Il am not the man. I wiſh , 

ih that they themſelves be gpiltleſs. It all the for- 3 

1 nicators and adulterers ip ugland were hanged up | 

te by the neck till they be dead, John Bunyan, the 


object of their envy, would be |. alive and well. 
I know not whether there be ſuch a thing as a 
woman breathing under the copes of the Heaven, 


but by their apparel, their children, or by commoa 
fame, except my wite. 
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| 31 E And it in —_— 1 admire the Sifdom of God, 
ART made me ſhy of women. Theſe know, 


With whom, I have been moſt intimately concerned, 
that it is a rare thing to ſee me carry it pleaſantly 
towards a'woman ; the common ſalutation of women 


abhor, 'tis el to me in whomſoever 1I ſee it. 
Their company alone, I cannot away with; I ſeldom 


ſo much as touch a woman's hand, for J think theſe 


things are not fo becoming me, When I have ſeen 
. men ſalute thoſe womem that they have viſited, 

or that have viſited them, I have at times made my 

objection againſt it; and when they have anſwered, 


that it was but a piece of civility, I have told them, 


it is not a comely fight. Some indeed have urged 
the holy kiſs; but then I have aſked why they made 
baulks, why then did they ſalute the moſt handſome, 
and let the ill-favoured go: Thus, how laudable 


ſoever ſuch things have been in the eyes of rs, 
they have been unſeemly in my light. | 


316. And now for a wind-up, in this matter, I 
calling not only men, bat angels, to prove me 
guilty of having carnally to do with any woman, 
ave my wife; nor am afraid to call God for a 
record upon my ſoul, that in theſe things I am 
innocent. Not that I have been thus kept, becauſe 
of any goodnels in me, more than any other, but 
God has been merciful to me, and has kept me, to 
whom I pray that he will keep me ſtill, not only 


from this but every evil way and work, and preſerve | 


me in his heavenly kingdom. Amen, 

317. Now as Satan laboured, by reproaches and 
Nanders, to make me vile among my countrymen, 
that, if poſſible, my preaching might be made of 
none effect, ſo thereby was added thereto, a long 
and tedious impriſonment, that thereby I might be 
frightened from my ſervice for Chriſt, and the world 
terrified and made afraid to hear me preach, of 
which I ſhall i in the next place give you a brief 
account. 


A Brief 
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A Brief Account of the AUTHOR'S 


U - IMPRISONMENT. 


318. AVING made profeſſion of the glorious 

Goſpel of CHRISH, and preached the 
fame about five years. I was apprehended at a 
meeting of good pedple in the country, (among 

b whom I ſhould have preached that day, but they 

| took me from amongſt them) and had me before a 
\ Juſtice; who, after J had offered — my 
| appearance the next ſeſſions, yet committed me, 

becauſe my ſureties would not conſent to be bound 
that 1 ſhould preach no more to the people. | 

319. At the ſeſſions after, I was indicted for a 
maintainer of unlawful aſſemblies and conventicles, 
and for not conforming to the Church of England; 
and, after ſome conference there with the Juſtices, 
they taking my plain-dealing with them for a con- 
feſſion, as they termed it, of the indictment, did 
ſentence me to a perpetual baniſhment, becauſe refuſed” 
70. conform. So being again delivered up to the 
gaoler's hands. I was had to priſon, and there laid 
a a complete twelve years, waiting to ſee what God 
= j would ſuffer theſe men to do with me. 

326. In which condition 1 have continued with 
much content, through grace, but have met with 
many turnings and goings upon my heart, both 
from the Lord, Satan, and my own corruption; 
by all which (glory be to Jeſus Chriſt) I have alſo 
c received much conviction, inſtruction, and under- 
e 


ſtanding, of which | ſhall not here diſcourſe; only 

give you a hint or two, that may ſtir up the godly 

to bleſs God, and to pray for me; and alſo to take 

f encouragement, ſhould the caſe be their own, Nor 

c to fear what man can do unto tem. 

321. I never had in all my life, ſo great an inlet 
into the Word of God as now: Thoſe Scriptures that 
I ſaw: nothing in before, were made now to: ſhine 
9 : E 5. 4 upon 
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upon me; Jeſus Chriſt alſo was never more apparent 


Ob that word, We have not preached unto you, 


raiſed Chrift from te dead, and gave him glory, that our 
 * faith and hope might bein God, 1 Pet. i. 2. were bleſſed 

words unto me 1n this impriſoned condition. 

* 322. Theſe three or four Scriptures alſo have 
L | been great refreſhments in this condition to me; 
* Jahn xiv. 1. 2, 3, 4. John xvi. 33. Col. iii. 3, 4. 
| : Hdeb. xii. 22, 23, 24. So that ſometimes when 1 
have been in the favour of them, I have been able 
to laugh at deſtruction, and to frar neither the horſe 
nor his rider. I have had ſweet ſights of the for- 
giveneſs of my fins in this place, and of my being 
with Jeſus in another world: I have ſeen Hat here, 
that I am perſuaded I ſhall never, while in this 
world, be able to expreſs: 1 have ſeen a truth in 
this Sctipture, Whom having not e yet lo. In 

lim, though now ye ſee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 

auit ji joy unſpeakable, and full of glory, 1 Pet. i. 8. 

323. | never knew what it was for God to ſtand 
by me at all turns, and at every offer of Satan to 
afflict me, as I have found ſince I came in hither : 

For as fear have preſented themtelves, ſo have 
ſupports and encouragements ; yea, when I have 
ſtarted, at nothing elſe but ny ſhadow, yet God 


one Scripture or another ſtrengthen me againſt all; 
inſomuch that I have often ſaid, Were it lawful, 
Lcoul pray for greater troubie. for the greater comfort's 
fate, Ecclel. vii. 14 2 Cor. 1. 5. by oh 
324. Before I came to priſon, 1 ſaw what: was 
coming, and had twocouliderations warm upon my 
heart: The firſt was, How to be able to encounter 
death, ſhould that be my portion. For the firſt of 
theſe, that Sc:1pture, Col. i. 11. was great information 
to me, namely, to pray o God 70 be ſtrengthened 
*w#i7k-al/ might, according to his glori us power, wit 
all haltende and lung -ſuſfering with joyfuineſi. 5 2 
9 i | on 


hath not ſuffered me to be moleſted, but would with 


than now; here I have ſeen and felt him indeed: 
cunningly dewiſed fables, 2 Pet. i. 16. and that God 
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— 
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ſeldom go to prayer, but this ſentence or ſweet 
petition, would thruſt itſelf into my mind, and 
ee me, That if ever I would go through _ 
Jong-ſuffering, I muſt have patience, eſpecially if 


T would endure it joyfully. 


325. As to the ſecond conſideration, that ſaying 
(2 Cor. i. 9.) was of great uſe to me, But we had 


the ſentence 4 death in ourſelves, that we might not 
truſt in ourſelwes, but in God, that raiſed the dead. 
By this Scripture I was made to ſee, That if ever 


J would ſuffer rightly, I muſt firſt paſs a ſen ence of 


death upon every thing that can properly be called 


a thing of this life, even to reckon myſelf, my wife, 


my children, my health, my enjoyments, and all, 
as dead to me, and myſelf as dead to them. 


326. The ſecond was to live upon God that is 
_ Inviſible, as Paul * in another place; the way 


not to faint, ie, 7o look not on the things that are 
ſeen, but at the things that are not ſeen ; for the things 
that are ſeen are temporal, but the things that are not 


. feen are eternal. And thus I reaſoned with myſelf, 


If 1 provide only for a priſon, then the whip comes 
at unawares, and ſo doth allo the pillory. Again, 


If I only provide for theſe, then I am not fit for 
baniſhment: Further, If I conclude that baniſhment 


is the worſt, then if death comes, I am ſurpriged : 
So chat I fee, the beit way.to go through iufferings, 
is to truſt in God, througa Chriſt, as touching che 


world to come; and as touching this world, o caunt 


the grave my hoſe, to; abe my bed in darkneſs ; to ſay 
Zo corruption, thou art my, father, and to the auorm, 


thou art my, mother and fijter . That 1s, to familiarize 


theſe :angs (0% Wes 7: c: | | | 
327 But notwituſt anding theſe helps, I found 
myielf a man cncompaſſed wick ihftymities 5 the 


e with my wife and poor ehildreuc hath often 


een to me in this place, as the pulling the ſteſh 


from the bones ; aud alſo it brug hi to my mind 
the many. hard ſhips, miſeries, and wants, that: my 
poor family was like to meet with, ſhould 1 be 
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lay nearermy heart then all beſide: Oh! the thoughts 
V»Vof the hardſhips I thought my poor blind one might 
go under, would break my heart to pieces. 
3328. Poor child! thought I, what ſorrow art 
{ _ thou like to have for thy portion in this world! 
5 Thou muſt be beaten, muſt beg, ſuffer hunger, 
Cold, nakedneſs, and a thouſand calamities, though 
I cannot now endure the wind ſhould blow upon 
| .* thee. But yet, thought I, I muſt venture you all with 
Bod, though it goeth to the quick to leave you: 
Oh! I fawT was as a man who was pulling down 
his houſe upon the heads of his wife and children; 
yet I thought on thoſe zo milch kine that wwere 10 
1 - , garry the ark of God into another country, and to leave 
£44 #4 | their calves behind them, 1 Sam. vi. 10. 
32329. But that which helped me in this tempta- 
tion, was divers conſiderations: The firſt was, the 
cCionſideration of thoſe two Scriptures, Leave thy fa- 
\» #herleſs children, Twill preſerve them alive; and let thy 
'/ © ewidows truſt in me: And again, The Lord ſaid, Verily 
| it ſhall go auell with thy remnant ; werily 1 will __ 
the enemy to entreat them well in the time of evil, Oc. 
i Alix. 11. Chap. xv. 11. 1 
330. 1 had alſo this conſideration: That if I 
/ - Mould venture all for God, I engaged God to take 
EW care of my concernments; but if I forſook him in 
ö hi ways, for fear of any trouble that ſnould come 
1b me or mine, then I ſhould not only falſify my 
pProfeſſion, but ſhould count alſo that my concern- 
ments were not ſo ſure, if ft at God's feet, as they 
| would be if they were under my own care. This 
© was a imarting conſſde ration, and as ſpurs unto my 
' Flaw. that Scripture alſo greatly helped it to faſten 
the more on ne, where Chriſt prays againſt Fudas, 
that God would difappoint him in his ſelfiſh thoughts, 
: which moved him to ſell his maſter. Pray read it 
ſoberly, Pjal cix. 6, 9, 8, Sc. 5 
331. I had alſo another conſideration, and that 
* Was, the dread of the torments of Hell, which I was 
CT ſure 
A ö oi 
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THE CHIEF 15 
. ſare they muſt partake of, that for fear of the eroſs, 


do ſhriek from their profeſſion of Chriſt: I thought 
alſo of the glory he had prepared for thoſe that in 


| faith, and love, and patience, ſtood to his ways 


before them. Theſe things, I ſay, have helped me, 


when the thoughts of the miſery that both myſelf 


and mine hath pinched on my mind. 

332. When have indeed conceited that I might 
be baniſhed for my profeſſion, then I have thought 
about the ſore and ſad eſtate of a baniſhed and exiled 
condition, how they were expoſed to hunger, to 
cold, to perils, to nakedneſs, to enemies, and a 
thouſand calamities; and at laſt, it may be, to die 
in a ditch, like a poor and diſconſolate ſheep. But 
I thank God, hitherto I have not been moved by 


theſe moſt delicate reaſonings, but have rather, by 
them, more approved my heart to God. 


333. I will tel} you a pretty buſineſs: I was 
once in a very ſad and low condition many weeks; 
at which time, I being but a young priſoner, and 

not acquainted with the laws, had this laid much 


upon my ſpirit, That my impriſoument might end at 
the gallows for aug ht that I could tell, Now there- 


fore Satan laid hard at me, by ſuggeſting thus unto 


me: But how if, when you come indeed to die you 
ſlould be in this condition; that is, as not to favour 
i the things of God, nor to have any evidence upon your ſoul 
for a better ſtate hereafter ? (For indeed at this time 
all the things of God were hid from my foul.) 


334. Wherefore at firſt this was a great trouble 
to me; for I thought with myſelf, That in this 


condition I was not fit to die, if 1 ſhould be called 
"to it. Beſides, | thought, if 1 ſhould. make a 


"ſcrambling ſhift to c amber up the ladder, yet T 
ſhould, either with quaking, or other 1y:nprom- of 
' fainting, .give-ocCaiion to the enemy to reproach 
the way af 


'nefs. This therefore lay with great trouble upon 
me, for methought I was aſhamed to die with a pale | 
face, en knees, in ſuch a caſe as this. 
eB. Wo 9 r 050 S 24*%8\ & Wh fore 
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335. Wherefore I prayed to God that he would 
give me ſtrength to do and ſuffer what he ſhoyld 
call me to; yet no comfort appeared, but all con- 
tirued hid: [ was alſo fo real'y poſſeſſed with the 

_ thought of death, that oft J was as if I was on the 
ladder with a rope about mv neck; only this was 
ſome encouragement to me, I thought I might now 

have an opportanity to ſpeak my laſt words unto a 

multitude, which I thought would come to ſee me 
die; and, thought I, if it muſt be ſo, if God will 
but convert one foul by my laſt words, I ſhall not, 
count my life thrown away, nor loſt. / 

236. But yet all the things of God were kept 
out of my ſight, and ſtill the tempter followed me 
with, But wwhither muſt you go when you die? What 
will become of you ? Where will you be found in ano- 

ther avorld ? What evidence have you for Heaven and 
glory, and an inheritance among them that are ſanc- U J 
tified? Thus was I toſſed fer many weeks, and 8 
knew not what to do; at laſt this conſideration fell 
with weight upon me, That it avas for the word and 
way of God that I was in this condition: wherefore I 
ewas engaged not to flinch a hair's breadth from it. 

337. I thought allo, 1 hat God might chuſe 
whether he would give me comfort now, or at the 

hour of death; yea, it was my duty to ſtand to his 
word, 7 ven ever look upon me, or ave 

me at the laſt: Wherefore, thought I, I am for 

BY | "Ing on, and venturing my «ternal ſtate with Chriſt, ; 

| whether | have comfert here or no; f God doth 
| not come in, though: I, IS I leap off the ladder even 

Blins fold into eternity, fink or aum come Heaven, 
com. Hell, Lora Feſus, if thou wilt catch me, do; if 
not, I will venture for thy name. - 

3 8. | vas vo ſooger hxed with this reſolution, 
but this word cropped upon me, Dork Fob ferve 
God for nou, ht ? As if the accuer hid faid, Lord, 

Jobis n upright man, he ferves thee for bye-reſpects * 
Hajt thou not made an hedge about him, Ic. But 

Sut forth wow thine hand, and touch ail that he 3 
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and te auill curſe thee to thy face. How now! thought 
I, Is this the fign of an upright ſou], to deſire to 
| ſerve God, when all is taken from him? Is he a 


godly man that will ſerve God for nothing? Bleſſed 
be God; then I hope | have an upright heart, for 
I am reſolved (God giving me ſtrength) never to 


deny my profeſſion, though I had nothing for my 


pains: And as I was thus conſidering, the dcripture 
was ſet before me, P/alm xliv. 12, SS. 

339. Now was my heart full of comfort, for I 
would not have been without this trial for much: 


I am comforted every time I think of it, and I hope 
1 ſhall bleſs God for ever for the teaching I have 


had by it. Many more of the dealings of God 


towards me I might relate, Put the/e out of the ſpoil:, 


Men in battle have 1 dedicated to maintain the houje of 
God, 1 Chron. xxvi. 27. 


Tur CONCLUSION. 


I. F all the temptations that ever I met within 

my life, to queſtion the being of God, and 
truth of his Goſpel, is the worſt, and the worſt to 
be borne ; for it takes away my girdle from me, 
and removeth the foundation from under me: Oh! 
I have often thought of that word, Have your loins 
irt about you with truth; and of that, hen the 


foundations are deſtroyed, what can the righteous do? 


2. Sometimes when, after fin Committed, I nave 
looked ſor ſore chaſtiſement from the han of Gad, 
the very next that I have had from him, hach been 


the diſcovery of his grace. Sometimes, when I 
| have been comforted, I have cali d myielf a fool 


for my fo finking under trouble. And then again, 

when I have been caſt down, I thought 1 was not 

wile, to give ſuch way to comiort ; with ſuch ſtreagth 
aud weight have boch thefe come upon me. 7 

3. 1 have wondered much at tais one thing, 

That though God doth viſit my foul wich ever io 

| b bdbleſſed 
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that T could nor conceive what that God and that 
Comfort was with which I have been refieſhed. 
4. I have ſometimes ſeen more in a line of the 
Bible, than I could well tell how to ſtand under; and 
yet at another time, the whole Bible hath been to 
me as a dry ſtick; or rather, my heart hath been ſo 
dead and dry unto it, that I could not conceive the 
© leaſt refreſhment, though I have looked it all over. 
F. Of all fears, they are beſt that are made by 
the blood of Chriſt; and of all joy, that is the } | 
ſweeteſt that mixe with mourning over Chriſt; 
Oh! 'tis a goodly thing to be on our knees, with 
__ Chriſt in our arms, beiore God: I hope I knew 
| ſomething of theſe things. - 
6. I find to this day ſeven abominations in my 
* heart. 1. Inclining to unbelief. 2. Suddenly to 
| forget the love and mercy that Chriſt manifeſteth. 
3. A leaning to the works of the law. 4. Wan- 
derings and coldneſs in prayer. 5. To forget to 
watch for that I pray for. 6. Apt to murmur be- 
cauſe J have no more, and yet ready to abuſe what 
J have. 7. I can do none of thoſe things which 
God commands me, but my corruptions will thruſt 
in themſelves. hen I would do good, evil is 
preſent with me. | : 5 | 
7. Theſe things I continually ſee and. feel, and 
am afflicted and oppreſſed with, yet the wiſdom of 
God doth order them for my good, 1. They make 
me abhor myſelf, 2. They keep me from truſting 
my heart. 3. They convince me of the inſufficiency 
of all inherent righteouſneſs. 4. They ſhew. me 
the neceſlity of fly ing to Jeſus. 5. 'They preſs me 
to pray unto God, 6. They ſhew me the need I 
have to watch and be ſober. 7. And provoke me 
10 pray unto God, through Chriſt, to help me, 


_—_—_ 7, 


and carry me through this world, fk ; 
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CHARACTER, Oc. 152 
Reader, „ i 3 

fl * painful and induſtrious Author of this 
1 | book has already given you a faithful and 
very moving relation of tae beginning and middle 
} of the days of his pilgrimage on earth; and ſince 
there yet remains ſomewhat worthy of notice and 
regard, which oocurred in the laſt ſcene of his Life, 
the which' for want of time, or fear, ſome over- 
cenſorious people: ſhould impate it to him as an 
' earneſt coveting of praiſe from men, he has not 
C g left behind him in writing, Wherefore, as a true 
friend, and long acquaintance of Mr. Bunyan's, that 

his good end may be known, as weil as his evil 

| beginning, I have taken upon me from my know- 


ö ledge, and the beſt account given by other of his 
friends, to piece this to the thread too ſoon broke 
i off, and ſo lengthen it out to his entering upon 
t eternity. : | | 7.6 
s 1 | He has told you at large, of his birth and edu- 
cation; the evil habits and corruptions of his youth ; 
d the temptations he ſtruggled and conflicted ſo 
f frequently with, the mercies, comforts, and deliver- 
ances he found; how he came to take upon him the 
g preaching of the Goſpel; the ſlanders, reproaches 
) and impriſonments that. attended him, and the 
Je. progreſs he notwithſtanding made (by the aſſiſtance 
ne of God's grace) no doubt to the ſaving of many 
1 ſouls: Therefore take theſe things, as he himſelf 
ne hath methodically laid them down in the words of 
1 verity; and ſol paſs on to what remains. 
After his being freed from his twelve years im- 
4 priſonment and upwards, for nonconformity, * 
on e | 2 
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books, c. and by his patience, to move Dr. Barlow, 


the then Biſhop of Lincoln, and other churchmen, 


to pity his hard and unreaſonable ſufferings, ſo far 


as to ftand very much his friends, procuring his 


enlargement, or there perhaps he had died, by 
the noiſomneſs and ill uſage of the place. Being 
now, I ſay, again at liberty, and having, through 
mercy, ſhaken off his bodily fetters, for thoſe upon 
his ſoul were broken before by the abounding grace 
that filled his heart, he weat to viſit thoſe that had 
been a comfort to him in his tribulation, with 4 
Chriſtian-like acknowledgement of their kindneſs 
and enlargement of charity; giving encourage- 
ment by his example, if it happened to be their 
hard haps to fall into affliction or trouble, then to 
ſuffer patiently for the ſake of a good conſcience, 
and for the love of God in jeſus Chrift towards their 
fouls ; and by many cordial perſuaſions, ſupported y hh 
fome whoſe ſpirits began to ſink low, through the 5 
fear of danger that threatened their worldly con- 
cernment, ſo that the people found a wonderful 
conſolation in his diſcourſe and admonition. 

As often as opportunity would admit, he gatbered 
them together (though the law was then in force 
againſt meetings) inconvenient places, and fed them 
with the ſincere milk of the word, that they might 
grow up in grace thereby, 'To fuch as were any 
where taken and impriſoned upon theſe accounts, 
he made it another part of his buſineſs to extend 
his charity, and, gather relief for ſuch of them as 
wanted, i „ | 

He took great care to viſit the fick, and ftrengthen 
them againit the ſuggeſtions of the tempter, 
which at ſome times are very prevalent ; ſo that 

they had cauſe for ever to bleſs God, who hath 
put it into his heart, at ſuch a time to reſcue them 
from the power of the roaring lion, uo ſought to 
devour them; nor did he ſpare any pins or labour 


in travel, though to the remoteſt countries, where 
he 
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he knew or imagined any people might ſtand m need 
of his aſſiſtance; inſomuch that ſome, by "theſe 
viſitations that he had made, which were two or 
three every year, ſome, though in jeering manner 
no doubt, gave him the epithet of Biſhop Bunyan, 
whilft others envied him for his ſo earneftly labour- 
ing in Chriſt's vineyard ; for the ſeed of the word 
he all this while ſowed in the hearts of his congre- 
gation, watered with the grace of God, brought 
forth in abundance, in bringing in diſciples to the 
church of Chriſt; | | 5 

[ 1 Another part of his time he ſpent in reconciling 
ifferences, by which he hindered many miſchiefs, 

and ſaved ſome families from ruin, and in ſuch 
fallings-out he was uneaſy till he found a means 


to labour a reconcilitation, and become a piece- 
maker, on whom a bleſſing is promiſed in holy 
f writ; and indeed doing this good office he may 
- U Ide ſaid to ſum up his days, it being the undertaking 


of his life, as will appear in the cloſe of this paper. 
When in the late King James's reign, liberty f 
conſcience was une xpectedly given to Diſſenters of alt 
perſuaſions, he gathered his congregation at Bedford, 
where he moſtly lived, and had ſpent the greateſt 
part of his life; and there being no convenient place 
bo the" entertainment of ſo great a confluence of 
eople 2s followed him, he conſulted with them for 
uilding a meeting houſe, to which they made their 
voluntary contributions with all chearfulnels and. 
alacrity; and the firſt time he appeared their to edify, 
the place was ſo thronged, that many were con- 
ſtrained to keep without, though the houſe was very 
ſpacious ; every one {triving to partake of his in- 
ſtructons, that were of his periuation, and thew 
their good-will towards him, by being -pretent at 
the opening of the place. Here he lived ir. much 
peace and quiet of mind, contenting himſelf with 
that little God had beſtowed upon him, and ſequeſ- 
tering himſelf from all employ ments, to follow 
that of his miniſtry; for, as God ſaid to o/es, = 
{Nat 


116 GRACE ABOUNDIN G 


that made the lips and heart can give eloquence and 
<ri/dom, without extraordinary acquirements in 
an univerſity, e Bru 8 
When he was at leiſure from writing and teach- 
ing he came up to London, and went among the 
congregations of the, N-aconformifts, to the great 
good-liking of the hearers; and even ſome to whom 
he had been miſrepreſented, on account of his 
education, were convinced of his knowledge in 
ſacred things, perceiving him to be a man of ſound 
Judgment, delivering himſelf plamly and power- 
fully; inſomuch that many - who-came ipectatorsf 
for novelty, rather than to be edified and improved, 

went away well ſatisfied with what they heard, 

and wondered, as the Jews did at the Apoftle, 

hence this man ſhould have theſe things. ©". 

In imitation of his great Lord and maſter, the 
ever-bleſſed ſeſus, he went about doing good, 
ſo that even malice herſelf is defied to find any 
ſtain upon his reputation, with which he may be 
juſtly charged. „ 

After he was ſenſibly convicted of the wicked 
ſtate of his life, and converted, he was baptized 
into the congregation, and admitted a member 
thereof, vix. in the year 1655, and became ſpeedily 
a very, zealous profeſſor; but upon the return 0 
King Charles to the crown in 1660, he was, th 
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12th of November, taken, as he was edifying ſome et 
good people that were got together to hear the. 1 
word, and confined in Bedford gaol for ſix years, + 


till the AR of Indulgence to Diſſenters being 
allowed, he obtained his freedom, by the inter- 
ceſſion of ſome in truſt and power, that took pity 
on his ſufferings : But within ſix years aſterwards 
he was again taken up (vz in the year 1656) and 
was then confined for fix years more; when the 
gaoler took ſuch pity of his rigorous ſufferings, that 
he did as the Egpyrian gaoler did to Feſeph, put all 
the care and truſt in his hand. When he was taken 
this laſt time, he was preaching on theſe words, 
Vike 
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wit. Doſt thou believe the Son of God? And this 
impriſonment continued fix years; and when this 
was over, another impriſonment, of half a year, 
fell to his ſhare. During theſe confinements, he 
wrote theſe following books, vix. Of Prayer by the 
Spirit © The Holy City's Refarreion © Grace Abounding < 
Pilgrim's Progreſs, the Firſt Part. 5 


. 

, the Paſtor of tlie Congregation at' Bedford died; and 
4 he was choſen to that eure of ſouls, on the 12th of 
1 Dectmber 1671. And in his charge, he often had 
5 iſpates with ſcholars that came io oppoſe him, as 
sf 1 him an ignorant perſon; and though 
7 he argued plainly, Without phraſes and logical ex- 
d. preſſions, yet he nonpluſſed one who came to oppoſe 
Cy him in his\congregation, by demanding, Whether 
or no we had the” true copies of the original 
he Scriptures z'and*another, when he was preaching, 


Ia the aft year of his twelve years ind did, ad 


N E for ſaying, it 
my vas very hard for moſt to be ſaved; ſuying, By 
ve IO that he went about to exclude moſt'of his con- 

gregation; but he confuted him, and put him to 
ked ſilence with the parable of the Stony Ground, and 
0 other texts out of the 13th chapter of St. Matthew, 
AD 


in our Saviour's ſermon out of a ſhip; all his 
:thods being to keep cloſe to the Scriptures, and-. 
hat he found not warranted there, himſelf would 
dt warrant nor determine. ES a Hat Ba 
But not to make any further mention of this kind, 
t is well known that he managed all his affairs 
with ſuch exactneſs, as if he had made it his ſtudy, 
above all other things, not to give occaſion of 
dftence. He was never heard to reproach or revile 
ny, what injury ſoever he received, but rather to 
ebuke thoſe that did; and as it was in his con- 
erſation, ſo it is manifeſted in thoſe books he 
as cauſed to be publiſned to the world. 
In his family he kept up a ſtrict diſcipline 
prayer and exhortation; being in this like 
Mua, vix. Whatſoever otlurs do, as for me and 
. © my. 
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| my houſe, ave coil! fer ve the Lord: And indeed a 
bleſling waited on his labours and endeavours, ſo 


O his houſe, and his children like olive branches round 
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overtaken with exceſſive rains, and coming to his 
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that his wife, avas lite a pleaſant vine upon the walls 


is table And though by reaſon of the many loſſes 
he ſuſtained by impriſonment and ſpoil, of his 
-chargable ſickneſs, &c. his,carthly treaſure ſwelled. 
not to exceſs; he always had ſufficient to live 
decently and creditably, and with that he had the 
greateſt of all treaſutes, which is content for where 
content dwells, even a poor cottage is a kindly 
palace; and this happineſs he had all his life long 
not ſo much mindipg this world, as knowin 11 
was here as à pilgrim and ſtranger, and hd no 
tarrying city, but looked for one not made with 
hands. At length being worn out with ſufferings, 
age, and often teaching, the day of his diſſolution 
drew near; and death, that unlecks the priſon of 
the ſoul, to enlarge it for a more glorious manfion; 
put a ſtop to his acting his part on a ſtage of mor- 
tality: Heaven, like earthly princes, when it 
threatens war, being always ſo kind as to call home 
it's ambaſſadors before it be donouneed. Even the 
laſt undertaking of his was a labonr of love and 
charity; for a young gentleman, a neighbour of 
Mr. Bunpan's, happening to fall into the a in min 


of his father, and being much troubled in min 
on that account, as alſo for that he heard his fathe 
purpoſed to diſinherit him, he pitched upon Mr. 
Bunyan as a fit man to make way for his ſubmiſſion, 
and prepare his father's mind to receive bim; and 
he, willing to do any good office, readily under- 
took it. So riding to Reading in Berkſhire, he 
uſed ſuch preſſing arguments and reaſons againſt 
anger and paſſion, as alſo for love and reconciliation, 
that the father was reconciled to his ſon. | 

But Mr, Bunyan, returning to London, being 


lodgings extreme wet, fell ſick of violent fever; 
which he bore with much A — 
| an 
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; caſe eſteeming death as gain, and life only aa a2 
tedious delaying of felicity expected; and findin 
” his vital ſtrength decay; having ſettled his mind Fs. 6 
$ affairs, as well as the ſhortneſs os time and the 4 
d violence of his diſeaſe would permit, with a con- . 
5 ſtant and Chriſtian patience, he reſigned his ſoul £ 
8 . into the. hands of his "moſt 'merciful Redeemer, 
re following his Pilgrim from the City of Deſtrudion 
ly to the New FJeruſalam; his better part having been 
. all along there, in holy contemplation, pantings 
$1 and breathings after the hidden manna and water 
no of life. He died at the houfe of one Mr. Struddoct, 
ith a Grocer, at the Star on Snoæv-Hill, in the pariſh, of 5 
St, Sepulchre's, Lendon, on the t2th of Auguſt 1688, 1 
and in the ſixtieth year of his age, after ten days 
icxneſs ; and was buried in the Neu Burying- Place, 
near the Artillery Ground; where he ſleeps till the | 
morning of the reſurrection, in hopes of a glorious s 
ring to an incorruptible immortality of joy and 
ome happineſs; where no more trouble and forrow ſhall -- 
the aflict him, but all tears be wiped away; when the 
and Mult ſhall be incorporated as members of Chriſt their 
r of ead, and reign with him as kings and prieſts ' - 
aſur: Wiſer ever. SS. | 
min . By 5 | | . 
_ | Brief Character of Mr. Jonn BunyANe 
; and WIT TE appeared in countenance to be of a ftern 
zinder- 1 and rough temper, but in his converſation 
re, he Inild and affable; not given to loquacity or much 
gain Wiliſcourſe in company, unleſs ſome urgent occaſion 
lation, equired it; obſerving never to boaſt of himſelf or I 
ls parts, but rather ſeem low in his own eyes, and 
being ubmit himſelf to the judgment of others, abhorring 


to his Nying and ſwearing, being jaſt in all that lay in his 
fever; Power to his word, not ſeeming to revenge in- 
tience, , loving to reconcile differences, and make 
a | 8 ; friendſhip 
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golden mean. | 


; In him at once did Three great Worthies ſhine, 
Hiſtorian, Poet, and a choice Divine : 
Tr Then let him reſt in undiſturbed duſt, 
Z _ Until the reſurrection of the juſt. 

"3 [= | POSTSCRIPT. 
Fr EY N this his pilgrimage, God bleſſed him with 
1 | KEEP -. Four Children; one of which, named Mart 
3 Be Was blind, and died ſome years before; his oth 
| AF 1 children were Thomas, Joſeph, and Sarah; his wit, 
2 Elizabeth, having lived to ſee him evercome hi 
. labour and ſorrow, and paſs from this life to receins 
38 the reward of his work, long ſurvived him not; for i 
588 1692 ſhe died, to follow her faithful Pilgrim fros 
4 a this world to the other, whither he was gone befor 
kl her; whilit his works, which conſiſt of fixty books 
K. remain for the edifying of the Reader, and pra 
18 : of the Author. 8 FF | | 
. 3 FINI | 
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